SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

UNITED STATES MATIONA MUSEUM.

1

AN EARLY WEST

WALTER HOUGH,

From the Report of the U, 8. National Musenm for 188, pages 511-521.

T

IOVERNMENT FPRINTING OFFICE.

1901,

VIRGINIA POTTERY




AN EARLY WENT VIRGINIA POTTERY

WALTER HOUGIIL,




g 23 IBRIS
“’Jl SaLoMoON REINACH




AN EARLY WEST VIRGINIA POTTERY.

The first potter at Morgantown, after the Indians, whose shards are
scattered in the rich alluvium of the valley of the Upper Mononga-
hela, was called by his apprentices ** Master™ Foulk. Of him nothing
more can be learned, nor can the date of his enterprise be fixed beyond
that it was before 1785, neither do any of his wares exist at the present
day.

In the period of settlement between 1758, when Thomas Decker
arrived at the mouth of the ereek that bears his name, and 1786, when
Morguantown was incorporated, there is little to chronicle beyond the
events ‘||u-i'l:-ral to the l’:i]']_\' frontier, such as the l'-'l:i}l“-h'lll_:‘ of forts
and the fights with the Indians, in which David Morgan stands out
prominently as a remarkable figure in border warfare,

About the year 1785, James Thompson, with his son. John W. Thomp-
son, then 4 years old, came from Bel Air, Maryland, to Morgantown.
They settled near the Dorsey fort, several miles south of the town,
because in those days of Indians, panthers, wildeats, and bears, every-
one wanted to be near the fort. Later they moved to Morgantown,
and, as family tradition has it, built the fifth house in the place. John
was apprenticed to **Master™ Foulk, the potter, learning the trade
and succeeding to Foulk’s business.

This pottery was probably the first established west of the mountains,
and arose from the increasing needs of the settlements growing around
the frontier forts, so remote from the seacoast markets and almost
the nineteenth century.

without roads and II':1|1-1m1‘{:tlinr1. ]'::II'I_\ 11
domestic pottery, which had been hauled all the way from Baltimore,
sold on the frontier at 3 levys a gallon, equivalent at this day to 72
cents, This was another inducement to supply the demand on the
spot. Moreover, the extensive deposits of Quaternary clays on the
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terraces of the Monongahela, shown by Dr. 1. €. White to be coinei-
dent in geological time with the formation of the great glacial dam
across the Ohio near Cincinnati, furnish abuondant and superior
material for pottery making.’

There was also an early market for the wares of Morgantown, and a
great part of the product of the pottery was sent in keel boats and flat-
boats to various points down the Monongahela above Pittsburg and
into the ** wilderness,”

The stoppage of intercourse between the United States and England
during the Administration of Thomas Jeflerson worked hardship upon
the growing country, as yet depending largely upon foreign nations
for manufactured articles. However, the restrictions on trade and
intercourse of the embareo act of 1807 paved the way for independent
manufactures in the Upited States to supply home demand and mark
the beginning of that industrial energy which has led to industrial
supremacy. At this period many small manufactories were started,
as the glass factory (1807) of Albert Gallatin and the pottery of
Alex. Vance at Greensboro, Pennsylvania (1809).

During the war of 1812, as William Boughner, of Greensboro, Penn-
svivania, informs me, the yellow glazed ware was in good demand
and brought a high price. He instances that cups and saucers sold at
a4 dollar the set. It will be seen that again the cessation of commerce
with i'lng'i:md cut off the ~11].r|-|'ll-~ of wares of the n{ll:l]il'_\' not made in
America and stimulated the small potteries to manufacture articles for
table use. Previously the wares were of the commoner forms for
domestic use, such as milk pans, preserve jars, jugs, ete. Unfortu-
nately, no examples of the tableware of 1812 survive, but fragments
from the site of the old pottery show that it was a good quality of
earthenware covered with a lustrous yellow glaze.

The Vance-Boughner pottery at Greenshoro, Pennsylvania, contin-
ued to produce lead-glaze earthenware up to 1849; one of the latest
specimens being shown in Plate 3. The manufacture of stoneware,
principally in the form of jugs and milk crocks, still continues at that
place.  The earliest specimen of salt glaze stoneware from Greenshoro,
turned by Alex. Boughner in 1850, is shown in Plate 6.

One can hardly realize the difficulties that beset the potter on the
frontier in the early days. His materials for glazes were secured only
by the greatest exertions, and their compounding taxed his patience.
His colors were ground on stones by hand., Sheet lead secured from

1. (. White, American Geologist, XVIII, December, 1896, pp. 368-379.

Recent investigations gseem to show that the clay deposits are due to local dams of

ice. The writer, when a boy, discovere plants in these claysand brought them
to the attention of geologists Dr. F Iton, of the U7, 8, Geological Survey,
has determined the plants to be of the Quaternary glacial period.
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chests of tea and oxidized over the fire in an iron pan formed the basis
of his lead glaze; other materials had to be brought long distances
over the mountains,

On every hand there was eall for the inventive spirit in the potter
and skill in handling all sorts of tools and doing odd jobs. If a tool
wis needed there was lHﬂiliTI_‘_" to do but to make it; brushes of human
hair served for decorating the ware; bits of stick were whittled into
modeling tools, or objects from various sources, if they had the proper
form, were pressed into service. Clay was to be dug and worked in
the rude mill of the potter’s manufacture, the masonry kiln was to be
laid up, and wood hauled and chopped with which to burn the ware.
In the **shop™ abounded evidences of the potter as jack of all trades;
the wheel, the pieces of wood held in the hand for forming the vessels
(Plate 8), the slip pump. carriers for removing the green ware, molds,
stamps (Plates 9-18), and many other things that he had made with
his own hands. A picture of the resourceful handicraftsman’s labora-
tory and \i'lrl'lhlln]: in the ]n‘I'iw’l of il!lll-]r{‘!llil'lli trades is full of
interest. Also the ]H‘u{lnrh have an 1|u|i\i||1i:l]il.\' that is denied to
the products of cooperative labor, though the latter be more in touch
with art ideas diffused at the present time.

The first ware made at ‘\]'!I'_!_":IIIIH\\'H wis porous terra-cotta covered
with a yellow lead glaze. Teapots, cups and saucers, dishes. and other
tableware were turned out. Unfortunately. no specimens of this
ware remain, but fragments from the site of the old pottery show its
character.

Following this came ** red ware,” or terra-cotta, covered with trans-
parent lead glaze. At this period (1800) a number of glazes began to
be used, such as dark-brown lead glaze, black iron or manganese
glaze, gray **china glaze.,” greenish-gray and white, the surviving
specimens being interesting and beautiful. They show decided artistic
merit in the _-._"L'lw' and a l[li:lirilm‘.-.- of form that is }\]l':l'.-'in:_" and well
worth the .-I1|-i.\' of modern ceramists,

Lead glaze wares went into disuse on account of a belief that such
Il__f!:l'/_n-s are unwholesome, which is true. It was observed. alzo. that
the preparation and firing of lead glazes had a bad effect on the health
of the potter,

With the disappearance of the ware having a lustrous glaze there
ended a most interesting period of the pottery at Morgantown. The
traditions and training that had given form and character to the art
during more than fifty-five years and produced results that were com-
mendable could not survive the introduction of heavy. unresponsive
material like stoneware, which was produced in the second period.

In the second period, by the mixture of clays. securing the fusible

and infusible elements which stand high heat in the kiln, stoneware
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l'--|';|i||-] ui;-~|r||'-.'is.r. "u"-n'__; lost in the limbo of *old lf|.|||'_1:-” -.\:r|i«||
exists in or around CVer) human habitation.

The pottery ceased operation on the death of Mr. Thompson in 1890,
The writer is much indebted for the historical information in the

;llnu\;- ||;||p|'r' T _\1|'-—, 1|lr1'l'.‘[- II;[\I]]I!I"Ii.f i:ill'_"]lll"' 1.‘[‘ \II .]nn]r|| ‘\

Thompson.

DETAILED CATALOGUE OF THE WARES OF THE FIRST PERIOD.

lerra-cotta with bro heavy ware =uch flasks wenr

on the frontier 1 nmon.  Plate 1, fig. 1

OmsraesT JAar.  Terra-co orav glaze showing mottlings of pink

The veasel has | glazes produced by the old pottery at

Morgantown,

Helght, 41 1S
Morgantown, W
Gift of Mrs. Dorcas H

Prrener.  Terra-cotta, unglazed, ( s the impression o large mold
reliel representing a house surr d with trees, a favorite device of the early
potter., The spout was formed from the pattern figured on Plate 16, fig. 7

e handle has been broken off Plate 1, fio

PRESERVE JAR. wi lugtrous glaze,  Sealed

ra-cotta body covered witl by 1 by
tying oiled paper over the mouth, as in the old form of preserve jur. Plate 1
fig. 4
dipm q
H 1l
Spice porrie,.  Terra-cotta body coverad with transparent lead glaze giving the bean-

tiful clear red of the earliest pottery made at Morgant

win. The word “ peper’

in dark brown decorates one The shoulder of the bottle bears a slip deco-

ration in white, the motive the name D, Thompson Plate 1, fig

SpGAr PURIFIER.  Terra-cotta covered with s riving the reddizh-brown eolor which

is said to have been the color of the earliest ware made at Morgantown In

1orm the vessel 18 conical open at the ""i'- and hay irl-_' an orifice at the bottom
It was set up over another jar and was filled with the r
ild drair

L
ials “JF, C.)7" of an unknown potter,

her crade aple suear

manufactured in the early days, which wo

through the orifice, leaving

the upper layer white and dry. The i

are seratched through the glaze, Date, 1800 Plate 2. fiv

Doreas Hay
! The wares described are exhibited in a wall ease on the south side of the cerami

gallery in the T, 8 National Musewm
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Preservie san. Terma-cotta body covered ontside and within with a brown (nem
sienna) transparent lead glaze speckled with minute dark-hrown spots.  The
sides of the jar are decorated with a conventional flower, possibly a tulip, in
white, green, and brown. The colors have blended into the glaze. The jar
is of quaint shape, the sides having a long, coneave sweep, the shonlders bended

with turned grooves, and the rim low, snited tor tying on the cover. This

exeellent .-]r-‘l'ilnl-h ig of the first |n-‘.'i|-<i of the pottery of Morgantown Plate 4,
fig. 3.
Height, 104 inches: diameter, 6§ inches
Morgantown, West Vi
Gift of Mrs. Dorens Haymond

rinin.  HG8S

Crups, Te

a-cotta body covered with an uneven semitransparent greenigh-yellow

f design in black. The churn
1 of the churn lid. It is

glaze known as ** china glaze,”” decorated with a les

ig a truneated cone, the rim hollowed for the recept
related that churng were made as presents to children, but alzo were found n=eful
for small churnings in the householid. Plate 4, fig. 4.

Height, 93 inches; dinmeter, 8} inclies

Morgantown, West Virgini

Gift of Mr=. Doreas Havm

Seice sorrie.  Terra-cotta, unevenly covered with a glaze varying from gray to
brownish yellow, rongh and spotted. The word " Cinnamon,” in brown, is
written on the bottle, and the signature of D. G. Thompson is seratched on
the paste. The sides slant to the bottom from the shoulder, which :-]--|-1'-‘
ll]rrlll‘lh‘il to the neck The latter is ridged. Plate 5, fig. 1.

Helght, 51 inches;
M antown, We

Gift of

Mrs. Dorcas Haymont

PreservE JAR. Terra-cotta body, burned rather hard. Speckled brown lead (near
sienna) transparent glaze, with large feathery clonded splotches of lighter green-
ish buff *“*china glaze'™ over brown glaze, but melted in. Ornamental band
\l:””tl“ll with rolling die around the shonlder of the _:].'ll'. Almost straight,
lightly bulged sides, sloping shoulder, flaring rim, inside of which iz a collar to
hold the lid for sealing. Glazed brown inside, no glaze on bhottom. No marks.
Plate 5, fig. 2. This jar is of the variety first made in Morgantown, where
a pottery was in existence about 1785. It dates from abont the beginning of the
present century.

Height, 9] inches; dianmeter, 6§ Inches
Morgantown, West Virgini
Gift of Mrs. Doreas Haymond

Jar or cappy. Terra-cotta body covered with black, Instrous, obseurely-crackled
::l:l'/.l- m:lllt' \\'ii]l ||v:1|i. A band of three hu!'i'f.-nni:l| rOOvVeEs in Ti:i_- ||;t.-tl- SR TE]
around the middle of the jar. A relief stamp representing a coat of arms is
placed above the band. The sides of the jar are slightly conecave, the shoulder
ig square, and the neck is upright without flange, the general shape being that
of the old-fashioned glass candy jar. This jar is a very excellent example of the
“black’ ware of the early potterv.  Date, about 1792, Plate 5, fig. 3

Height, 8} inches; diam r, if inches

Morgantown, West Vi 4

Gift of Mrs. Dorens Hoymond,

Far-vamre, Terra-cotta, nnglazed; in shape, that of a North African lamp, but with

larger reservoir. It is probable that this is a potter's lamp.  In it waste fat was

burned by means of a wick formed of cotton cloth,  Plate 5, fig, 4.

Helght, b inches: dian
Morgantown, West v
Gift of Dr, Walter Hong
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Frower ror. Salt glaze stoneware. Decorated with impressions from molds of pine
cones,  Date, 1880, Made by Greenland Thompson. Plate 7, fig. 4
Height, 3} i hes

BorrLe ror suip paINTING.  Terra-cotta, with brown glaze. The vessel has been
llIr'lu--! in the ~|:.'|Fu- of a low Eu-l’(|:-, :i|||1 \\'h-i|- green l];:]lz-.":l d OIl one —f-'lr. con-
cavities pressed in the opposite sides for the thumb and forefinger, a hole made
in the top for the cork, and a quill thrust in the neck. In painting, the bottle
was filled with slip and the perforated stopper inserted. By the closing and

1= made to flow

opening of the aperture in the cork with the forefinger the slip v

at the pleasure of the operator. Slip painting was prevalent in England in the

last century, and some remarkable pieces are still in existence. The slip vessel

may have been brought from England at the close of the last century. Plate 12,

96507,

of unglazed terra-cotta,

BorTLE FOR SLIP PAINTING. Similar in form to No. 96597,
and having two holes. Twosmall feet in front allow the bottle to stand in slant-
ing position, preventing the leakage at the quill when not in use. Plate 12, fig. 4.

tov West Vi
of Mrs, Dorcas Ha




5. Spice bottle. Red body; transparent glaze. Cat. No. 2

EXPLANATION OF PLATE 1

;. 1. “Tickler,” or pint flask. Redbody; rough surface, glazed thinly with brown

lead glaze. Date, 1790. Height, 64 inches; breadth, 4} inches; thickness,
2} inches. Cat. No. 178460.

. 2. Ointment jar. Red body, with mottled greenish glaze, Date, 1800. Cat.

No. 205346

3. Unglazed pitcher. Baked red ware, showing use of large stamp on side.
Date, about 1790. Cat. No. 205345,
. 4. Preserve jar. Red body; dark-brown lustrous glaze. Old form of preserve

jar, sealed by tying oiled paper over the mouth. s 205344,
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Fia.

EXPLANATION OF PLATE

1. Preserve jar. Red body, cove with gray-green glaze, with clondings o
1

te shaded effect. Beauntiful speci-

brown fused into the glaze, i

men, l\r..] ably the highest produect of the pottery. Date, 1820, Height,
Cat. No. 178456.

84 inches; diameter, 6]
2. Spice bottle, Dark-brown aze on red body. The glaze is heavy and
l'.'."-f]'l nis, '.'.‘.II:. o "I"""' exiam

= mottling of lighter color, giving a
Date, 1800. Height, 4§ inches. Cat, No.

variety the general ef

1784565

3. Molasses jar. Dark-brown mottled glaze on red body. One handle broken

off. Height, 11 inches er at top and bottom, 5 and 5} inches; at

middle, 8 inches Cat

{. Jug. Red-brown lustrous gl , with uniform spiral crackle. ]'.n-l_\, red

ware. Turned in 1849 by William Boughner at Greenshoro, Pennsylvania.,
Height, 8 inches: diameter, 6 inches Cat. No. 178454,  Gift of William

Boughner.

elaze, with mottlings of vellow, the shadings
giving good color effect. Height, 8 inches; diameter, 64

1820. Cat. No, 1784562, Gift of Hon, J. M, Hagans.

5. Preserve jar. Dark-brow
inches, Date,
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WARE OF THE SECOND PERIOD.




Fig: 3. 1-'|.|\\;-1'!‘...‘_ 1;;-”.._ ati

Greenland Thompson, 1882, Hei

Cat. No. 95

Fra. 4. Flowerpot.  Brownish-gray

cones.  Made by Greenland

EXF

_ANATION

OF

meware; salt glaze

stoneware;

Thompson, 1885,

PLATE

Decors

Thompson, 1884, Height,

n, easts from molds taken

z¢.  Decoration, rose leaves and

ion, pine cones. Made by

5% inches; diameter, 7} inches.

) 200541,
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE 8.

Fics. 1-10. Formers of wood held in the hand by the potter while ““throwing’’ ware
on the wheel, giving shape to the vessel by dexteronsly applying the
bit of wood to the revolving clay. The notches on the formers are
for the purpose of securing certain shapes and for finishing lips of jars,
ete. The formers were made of apple or pear wood. Morgantown,
West Virginia. Cat. No. 178502, Gift of Miss Jennie Thompson.
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Fres. 1
Fios. 4,
Fi.

Fie.
Fia.

EXPLANATION OF

PLATE 17

3. Pipe molds of unbaked clay, conventional pattern. (Cat. No. 178521
helongs to all the figures in this plate. )
5. Pipe mold, * Indian pattern,” and casts from halves of the mold.  These

halves are afterwards joined by luting to form a pipe.

5. Half mold and east.

Half mold; plain pipe.
Pipe mold; baked cream-colored clay.

together,

Showing dowels for holding mold







.

EXPLANATION OF PLATE 16.

Fias, 1-3. Forms for molding small cake pans.  Cat. No. 178514
Figs. 4-12. Forme and molds for making mouths of pitechers.
Baked cream-colored clay. Date, 1790. Cat. N

See Plate 1, fig. 3

o8, 178516-178H17.







EXPLANATION OF PLATE 165,

1 2
1 b fi
7 8 9 10 11
12
1 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23

Fias. 1-6. Button molds. Cat. No. 178519.

Fras. 7-11. Buttons cast from mold, unbaked. Cat. No. 178519,

F16.:12. Figure stamps of wood. Cat. No. 178518,

Fros. 13-23. Figure stamps of baked clay and impression of stamps.  Used in stamp-
ing ware according to cubical capacity. Cat. No. 178518,







EXPLANATION OF PLATE 14.

1-20

21-25 |

Fias. 1-20, Hand stamps of baked clay used in the early manofacture of poftery at
Morgantown, West Virginia, Cat. No. 178520.

Fias. 21-25. Stamps of printing type and molds from type used in signing later ware,
Cat. No. 178520.







EXPLANATION OF PLATE 13

Fras. 1-4. Rollers for decorating pottery.  Sections of eylinders of baked clay with
sunken designs on the periphery, mounted in rade guides.  Cat. No.

| TRH20,

Fris. 54, Unmounted rolling stamps of wood and haked clay Cat. No. 178526,

Fias, 10-11, Hand stamps of baked clay. Cat, Nos, 178525, 178520,




Fic. 1
FiG. 2.
Fia. 3.
Fia. 4
Fia. 5.

. Vessel for slip decoration.

. Vessel for ‘]l'l' decoration.

EXPLANATION OF PLATE 12.

Red body covered with brown glaze. The upper
of the vessel has an orifice to which was fitted a plug pierced with a
small hole, and the spout is supplied with a quill.
grasping in the hand.

side

The vessel is shaped for
Being filled with elay slip abont the consistence of
thick cream, the stopper was inserted and the flow of the slip regulated by
the opening and closing of the orifice by the thumb. By this means designs
were applied to pottery, often complieated, and producing pleasing effects,
A speciten of the work may be seen on Plate 4, fig. 5.

(at. No. 96597,
Vessel for _-..ﬁl, decoration.

Red body, thin brown glaze.
Vessel for slip decoration.  Red body, brown zlaze. Wings at sides of body.
Cream-colored body; splotches of brown glaze.
This vessel has two orifices in the top for convenience of the Hliil decorator,
Cat. No. 96598,

Vessel for slip decoration. Cream-colored body; splotehes of brown glaze,

One orifice; four holes for guills at the spout.




Report of U, 5. National Museum, 1899 —Hough, PLATE 12.

BOTTLES FOR SLIP PAINTING.




