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THE “READY” COLLECTION OF
ELECTROTYPES.

HIS collection consists of electrotype copies of
ancient and modern coins, medals, seals, gems,
ete., and gives the history of the world in metal.

The specimens are in copper or covered with silver or
gold, according to the originals. Some have the obverse
and reverse joined, the whole forming a complete counter-
feit coin lor double electrotype); others are in halves,
so that the obverse and reverse can be shown at the same

time—most of these have already been sold.

All the specimens in the Exhibition Room of the
British Museum (with the exception of a few recent
additions) were made by the late Mr. Charles Joseph
Ready, who worked under the following exceptional

conditions,

His father, Mr. Robert Cooper Ready, a man of
about fifty vears of age, who had spent his life in the
antiquarian world, joined the staff of the British Museum
in the late sixties. He had great skill in the use of wax
and plasters and was given all facilities by the Museum
authorities to take impressions of works of art, especially
of coins, medals, seals and gems. Later on, associated
with him at the Museum, was a son who had the same
privileges and equal skill ; furthermore, another son was
a dealer in antiquities ; and during the last half-century
these three men, all unusually expert with plastic sub-
stances, had unrivalled opportunities of securing first-hand
impressions of rarities.

A third son, Charles Joseph Ready, was the crafts-
man who stayed at home and converted the first im-
pressions into metal copies. As a worker in metal he can




have had few cquals; the British  Museum exhibition
alone can be cited as evidence of the high degree of his
skill 5 nnd it is even questionnble if another craftsman of
his worth will reveal himsel. At the present time electro-
types of the sume excellence nre unprocurable.

Apart from the extriwordinary ability of the worker,
it s absolutely certadn that his faveoured position for
carrying on his work witl never he oceupied by another,
for the ense of access to the originals will be lacking, In
effect he hnd three men, each exceptionally placed, con-
stantly engaged In supplying him  with subjects for
reproduction, and he thus built up a very larre and
comprehensive collection of glectrotypes,

These two circumstances, skill amd opportunity, are
sufficient to make the collection unigue, and even #f the
summe combination were again obtainable it would require
many, many years to produce similar results, for it must
be borne in mind that each plece is carefully hand.made
and fintshed, nnd that mass production does not come into
the question.  The collection contains copies {often in
duplicate or triplicate} of most of the important coins in
the British Museum and of many which that institution
does not possess.

About half of the cellection, containing at least one
example of all the halves, has already been disposed of
and should make the most wonderful coin exiitbit in the
world,  We now offer the remainder individually and
in groups.

Section  A.

Coins of the Ancients

The exhibition in the British Muscum of the coinage
of the world before the time of Christ, consisis of a
selection of 792 coins made by Mr, Barclay V. Head, in
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1880, and fully described by him and Hlustrated in the
" Guide to the Principal Gold and Silver Coins of the
Ancients,” published by the Trustees of the British
Museum,

Distgter of Thurhem, B.C. 403-330

BExtraets from the author’s preface 1" This sevies pives . . .
a view of the finest wmul junst interesting Gieck coins in the
National Collection.”  ** In the cholce amd clissifieation of the
coins . . . I have thmu;,] ont erdeavonrel to keep simultancously
in view the historie, artistieo and strictly pumismatie ifnterest of
the cotns selecteh”

Many of the originals are exceedingly rare and worth
£30 to £1,500 exch,

Tetradrachm of Naxos, 1., 461-313

(L) A complete set i dadves {ie. obverse aml reverse of 782
cotns, making 1584 pieces}; this is especially for display
purposes, shawing obverse and reverse at the smne time,
and woulil make an ideal exbibit for any museam, university

ar schonl, Cany of DAL Guide incladed. £150
(IT.) A complete st af counterfeits or jeined  clectrotypes,
792 colns. Copy of BN nide incloded. E125

[
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(HL) Half of & vomplete set, us the lust. Lol ondy 396 coins,

Copy of .M Gobde inehned, £70
(VL) Bmall set, in frtdves or joined, only 100 coins £15
Vi T o o o B0 voins £7 108
(V13 o 20 voins £3
{(VIL) " " . o 10 roins £1 105

{VIIL) Individual electrotypes from tie  Colns of the Ancients ™
series cah Do supplicd ot feom 150 8¢, 0 £1 15, cach. If
¥ou will stste plate namber and pivr of the coin iy which
you are dnferested. we will quote xon g pice fer it if we
have nnoedd siectorer of that particalae piece,

Tetradrachm of Catnna, BoC, 413-403

NR—Wiheo andodng IV Vo VL YVIL er VIIL, please
state wlhether von require clectrotypes in halves or joined
Speeiimiens,

Section B.

Other Greek Coins

For over fifty years nearly every interesting Greek
cotn that came to the British Museum passed through the
hands of one of the Remdys to have o wax tinpression
made of it.  These impressions were always passed on to
Charles Ready  We have for disposal 1,300 counterfeity
or joined clectrotypes of Greek coins, other than those of
the ' Coins of the Anvients.” which are copies of rare
and beautiful coinsin the British Muscum and other public
and private colections,




{IX.} We can offer these pleces at 25. 6d, to £1 15. cach, and

(X.)

(X1.)

slall be pleased to quote for poarticular specimens or for
particular towns ap disteicts,

Dokadrachm of Syracuse, B.C 412-400,

By the fantons artist, Rinon.

Syracuse Medallions.—We buve o fow electrotypes of these
brautiful volus {the originuls aie worth from £150 to £1.500),
which we can supply at 158, to 383, cach,

The ' Demareting " 1BLC, 474

" Histery of the Goinaze of Syracuse,” by Darclay V. Head,
1874, with 15 plates. Head, in this work, deserbes 202 or
203 coins, aned we v offer o sef of electrotypes in halves
of 200 of them {t.e.. 400 pieces), which wonld make a wonder.
ful exhibition of the coins of Swvraeuse, which are alwovs
acknowledged as the fnest of all Greek roins, and show the
range of Greck art from the Avcluic period to almast Roman

times. A unique opprrtunity to ohtain o unique exhibition
of Leautifind coins. £50




Section C.

Roman Coins

(XIL} A representative coflection of electiotypes of the golt and
sitver of the Rowan Hepubdic: 180 of the 255 coins exhibited
in the Dritish Mosenm. £32 105

(XHLY 43 electrotyvpes, fornime o repnesentative  cellection of
toman gold eninx, including some very rare and thleresting
sprecintens. £10 tos

Aured of Aelius amd Pompey

(XIV.} In 1828 amd 191 two rensankable fnds of Roman Imperial
gold coins. aumbering 208, were made at Corbridge.on-Tyne,
in Northumberland, and were Hlastrated in the ** Numismatie
Chionicle,”  We can now offer clectrotypes of 208 of these
coins, which would make an exhilition of mreat local interest.

£3)

{XV) Flectrotype of the famous Justinian [ gold medallion
{3.35 anehes v 85 v, in dinmeterh, A photagraphic PO
duction is the feontispicer of the ** Catalogne of the Tmperial
Byzantine Coins in the British Mosemn."" Vol. .. frmm which
we take the fallowine note: ** The only specimen of this
medallion that had ever come ta Helt wos found in 1751 at
Cacsarea in Cappadoecin. Tt pmssed inte the French Collge-
tion, but was melted down Ly the thieves who plundered the
coin-cabinet in 1831, A moold, fartunately, taken from the
original some time before this dute, hns heen preserved in
the Dritish Muscun, snd from this vlectrotypes were made
for the Frencl and English Collections.' £10 108
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Section D.

Coinage of Great Britain and Ireland

We have o largre number of electrotypes in halves of
Anpla-Saxon, English, Scottish and Irish coins, mostly
described and many iHlustrated in Grueber's ' Handbook
of the Coins of Great DBritain and Ireland in the British
Museum.”

Gold Penny of Henry HIL

{XVE) A represcatative collection af the above series, consistig
of electrotypes in halves of 4C0 coinx {i.e., BCO pieces), which
world nutke 5 very fine exbibit for any muscum. £t
N.L—We conld perbaps inttease tite butiber of eoins at a
propovtionste cost 3 sn desived,

IXVILY A tepresentative eolleetion of tie abave scries, consistimyg
of electrotypes in habves of 100 cotns. ) £25

(XVULY Imdividuad electrotypes of English, Scottish and leish
cedns from 5%, to 105. each.

(XIX.} Electrotype of the unigque Charles L pattern gold five-
broad picce, commonly known ax the Juxan medal, as #t is
sabd to Lave been presented to Bishop Juxon on the seaffold
by Wing Charles immediately hefore s excentinn, £1 15§

(XX} Electrotype in twe pieces of the pattern silver crown of
Henry VIIT. {Itding plo VI, No. 1}, The original is a
unique piece. £1 13

{XXL) Electrotyps of a portion of o unique pattern sovereign of
Queen Elizabeth, wlho ordered its destvuction hecause the
pottrait represented her as too old and ugly. 155

{XXIL) Electrotype of a2 William 1V, pattern erown, 1831, 158
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Section E.

Italian Renaissance Medals

We have a large number of electrotypes of the very
beautifu? ftalinn Rennissance Medals, chiefly from British
Museum  specimens, and numbered  according to the
" Guide teo the Italian Medals exhibited in the British
Museum.”

{AXTTL) A represeatative eolleetion of 38 clevtiotypes of Henais-
sance Medals in lLialves for making a very fine exhibition;
many of these ire quite Loge, £20

{XXIV.) A vepwesentative eollection of 15, as above. £7

XXV} Electrotypes of indivilal wedals {when  ordering,  if
‘ ¥l ) A &
possilile, quote the AL CGindde}, from 78 80 to 218 ench,

Section F.

Seals

In  addition to coins and medals the ' Ready ™
Collection contains clectrotypes of 3,939 seals {in some
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cases replicas in relief, but mostly in matrix form),
comprising :—
Royal and official British seals from the earliest times.
Seals of bishops, religious houses, ete.
Equestrian seals, 12th and early 13th centuries.
Town and borough seals of all dates.
Private seals, with arms and devices from the 13th century.
All through the collection is a sprinkling of foreign seals
of the same description. )

About 1.200 run from 2§ to 6 ins. in diameter, the remainder taper-
ing downwards to 4 in.

For over half-a-century the Readys were much
occupied in restoring seals in the British Museum and
various Cathedrals, Museums, and other depositories of
muniments, and took thousands of impressions therefrom.
This collection is beyond doubt unique, and could not be
duplicated. It would be of the very highest value
for purposes of, historical study and would also
make the very finest exhibition of seals in the
world. It is so uncommon that it is difficult to place a
price on it, we are therefore leaving it unpriced, and
are open to consider an offer for it as a whole. Should
we not succeed in selling it as a whole, we shall be pre-
pared later on to split it up and sell individual specimens.
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Section G.

Gems

Beside the foregoing. Lewly nude an amazing collection
of about 1,000 clectiotypes of ecut gems, intaplios, cuneos
and signel seals, mostly ol Ancient Greece aud Rome, all
of more o less well-known piecrs,  These would make a
unique exhibition, or wauld be invaliable to a School of Arg
that specialises in this branch of art. £72 103

Section H.

Electrotypes of small works of art, about 100, £12 10s.

Further particulars mav be had from, or the goods viesoed
al the premises of i —
B. A. SEABY, LTD.
HMumismatists,

65, GREAT PORTLAND STREET,
LONDON, W.1

Talephone : Laxaran 3677, Cables @ Nurasyaric, Lovpos.,




