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New York, May 7th, 1881.

Mr. L. P. di Cesnola, in a communication addressed to
the Executive Committee of the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
as published in the New York Wor/d of January oth, 1881,
made an attack upon my character, and impeached the
honesty of my dealings with him in reference to his Collection
before it was sent to the United States.

The following extracts from letters written by Mr. di
Cesnola, during the period covered by his statement, completely
refute and falsify the recital of events contained in that com-
munication, as well as the charges against my integrity.

The .original letters, accounts and receipts herein
quoted, are in the custody of my Attorneys, Messrs. Oudin &
Oakley, No. 60 Liberty Street, New York City.

Allow me to add, that an inquiry addressed to the
authorities of the British Museum, with regard to the offers
made to them of the Collection, and their reception of these
offers, will also show how far patriotism influenced Mr. di

Cesnola in the sale of the Collection to his adopted country,

GASTON L. FEUARDENT.






L. P. di Cesnola’s letter to the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Board
of Trustees of the Metropolitan
Museum, as published in the
“World,”” January 9th, 1881.

Messrs. Rollin & Feuardent then
wrote to me that if I would send
my late discoveries to London, to
Gaston L. Fenardent, they had
been assured by him that the Brit-
ish Museum would purchase them.

They proposed an arrangement
with me, by which they were to
advance all the money necessary
for the packing, freight, insurance,
ete., and to exhibit the collection at
their branch office in London for
one whole year. If, within that
time, they sold the collection, they
were to receive 10 per cent. com-
mission with the refunding of all
advances, and 5 per cent. interest
on the same. [f, at the end of the
year, the collection was not sold, I
must refund all the advances with
iuterest, the charges of exhibition,
ete., in order to retake possession of
my collection ; and, fuiling these
conditions, the collection would be-
come their property.

This offer of Messrs. Rollin &
Feunardent I accepted. Without
having time to make a Cutalogue,1
tinished packing the objects and
sent them to London.

After some months had elapsed
[ heard from Gaston L. Feuardent,
who depreciated their value, telling
me that he had shown them to the
British Museum authorities, who
were unwilling to purchase them as

Translation of Extracts frem L.
P. di Cesnola’s letters, and com-
ments.

[To Mr. Fruarpent.]

[sLanp or Cyprus,
Larxaca, November 29, 1871.
* % Then we are in accord
regarding the sale of my collection,
as you write to me in your last let-
ter, but ome, i. e.: ¢f we do not
agree upon the price that you will
offer me for all the collection, [
shall be perfectly at liberty to sell
it elsewhere as a whole, or at pub-
lic awction, either throngh your
mediation or through that of Messrs.
Sotheby, or other persons, pro-
vided that I repay you the money
you have advanced to me, with in-
terest at 6 per cent. 7he use of
your rooms for the ewhibition of
my collection is given to me free
Jor 12 or 18 months. * * #* *

[To Gasrox L. FruArDENT.]
Larnaca, Nov. 24, 1871.

You will find here enclosed the
bill of lading of the last expedition,
of which I sent you yesterday the
Catalogue.

[The  collection was wnpacked
and exhibited in my house, situated
exactly opposite the gate entrance of
the British Musewm. The author-

ities of the Musewm were constantly
calling at my place, and were en-




Cesnola in the ¢ World,”” Janu-
ary 9th, 1881:

a whole, according to my conditions,
which were that the Golgoi seulp-
tures, at least, should be kept to-
gether and called the Cesnola Col-
lection.

The stipulated year was fast
slipping by. Mr. Feuardent’s de-
preciation of the collection con-
vinced me that he was making no
effort to sell the collection.

If the year should dapse, my
known inability to refund the ad-
vances would place my collection
at his mercy.

I at once applied for a leave of
absence, and went to London. On
my arrival there, scarcely three
months of the stipulated year re-
“mained. Calling at his place of
business, I was surprised to find
that he had never exhibited the ob-
jects as had been agreed.

The entire collection was in great
disorder on the floors of his rooms ;
he even pretended not to know what
portions of the dismembered statues
belonged to each other!

The whole represented a compara-
tively valueless mass of fragments.
In this condition neither the Brit-
ish Musewm anthorities, nor any
one else, condd judge of the real
value of the collection, and 1 was
not at all surprised at their declining
to buy the whole as I insisted. A
competent dealer or agent would
Lave prepared the collection for
proper exhibition as agreed upon.

I at once took the matter in hand,
employing twenty workmen at my
own expense, and in less than a
month the collection was in condi-
tion to be shown.

=

Cesnola in his letters,and com-
ments :

tarely acquainted with the collection.
This fact is easily proven by the
well-known publication of Messrs.
Newton, Colvin  and — others.
G. L. I

[The last expedition of Dboxes
from Cyprus reached London on
March 18, 1872, as certitied by the
receipt for money paid.—G. L. F.]

[That this was not the case, see
Cesnola’s letter below, dated Lon-
don, Sept. 26, 1872, which shows
that he had other sources from
which to obtain funds ; that he was
at liberty to sell to others and at
public auction, and that the only
limit as to time was that our gal-
lery in London was to be at his
disposal ¢ free for 12 or 18
months ;" and for the actual liberal
conditions of our arrangement, see
Cesnola’s letter above, dated Nov.
99, 1871.]

[To-day I am convinced of the
improper reunion of these portions
of the dismembered statues, as seen
now in the Museum in Central
Park—G. L. I]

[This was not the appearance of
the collection, for in general the
statuary had already been restored
in Cyprus.. See descriptions in
Doell.—G. L. I.]

[The only alteration in the ar-
rangement of the collection was the
addition of an exhibition room up-
stairs, which addition was necessi-
tated by new speeimens Mr. di Ces-
nola brought over with him.—G. L.

.|



Cesnola in the ¢“World,”” Janu-
ary 9th, i881:

And now only two months re-
mained inwhich my eollection must
be sold or [ must lose 4¢. % % %

This was the situation when one
of your trustees, Mr. William T.
Blodgett, arrived in London, heard
from me how matter stood, saw the
collection, énformed /umse{f of its
real value, and telegraphed to your

-1

(Cesnola in his letters, and com-
ments :

[To Gasron L. Fruarpnt. |
London, September 26, 1872.
[ inform you conﬁdentlallv that
the Trustees of the British Museum
intend to purchase all that they need
from my collection in order to estab-
lish a room in the Museum exclu-
sively devoted to Cypriote objects;
and that depends principally on Mr.
Newton and Dr. Birch, who will
visit the collection at your place al-
most immediately, for the budget of
the Museum is being prepared and
it must be decided by the 15th of
October. I shall be ready, Monday
morning, without fail, at yourhouse,
to begin to pnt in order the room
up-st;mh with the small objeets and
heads, ete., if it is agreeable to you.
I will expect you without fail Satur-
day to see my little collection, which
is here at my place and whwh by
itself, will malke yowr room W)—Stai/'s
appear a jewel of objects. * * ¥
I told your father it was my inten-
tion to sell that collection 1 order
to have ready funds in my hands.
* % % JJe prayed me to join it
with the rest of the collection and
as to the money I might want, that
he would arrange that matter. I
want £400 to Tneet uwd(rements
made in Cyprus, ete. * *
Messrs. Sotheby, \Vllklnson and Co.
will advance me that sum if I remit
the collection to them to make a
sale; they have (lmw that with e
on other vccasios

[To F. FruarpesT.]
La~xcuam Horrr,
London, Sept. 2, 1872
Evidently my collec-
tion is going to be bought by
public subseription, and it appears
that the signatures of several rich
New Yorkers have been obtained ;

* % %



‘esnola in the ¢ World,” Janu-
ary 9th, 1881:

President, Mr. John Taylor John-
son, who by cable purchased it for
£50,000.

The whole transaction was so
quiet that when I told Mr. Feunar-
dent to make out his bill, which I
was ready to pay, ke was thunder-
struek ! At first he thought I was
joking, but when I told Thim fhat
’rhe collection was sold to the New
York Muscum, and showed him the
telegram, fie cxhibited and expressed
(//vz/)/)()///i/wnf/r//(( anger. * FF

He presented his bill against the

collection, # amounting to  from
$12,000 to $13,000. "1 regarded

this as an exhorbitant amount (in-
cluding such charges as £363 for
carting the objects f'rom the Lon-
don dock to Tis house),' but 1 was
too glad to get rid of him, and Mr.
Junius Morgan gave him his check
for the ‘amounf of his bill. * * *

Cesnola in his letters,and com-

ments :
and the sum raised amounts to
forty-five thousand dollars. This

news I have from a brother of my
wife ; but not a word yet from the
persons who are at the head of the
movement. If I receive more pou«
tive news I shall wmmummte 1t to
\ 0‘1 4\ 'nT W '1\‘
L()\'J)ON, Sept. ‘)6 1872.
We must hurry to put in order
the collection, inasmuch as the
Americans dcwe to th it as soon
as possible. L i i

FrvarpeNT. |
1872.

[To Gasron L.
Loxpox, Oct. 9,

On my return home I have found
a letter from Mr. Blodgett, who has
arrived and who desires to visit my
collection immediately, as he must
leave for New York the 12th instant.
At 10 o’clock to-morrow morning he
will be here at my house and then
[ believe that we will go directly
to your house. I shall try, how-
ever, to make him delay this visit
to yom house until the afternoon,
if that is possible for me, in order
to wlve time to our men to furnish
in a hurrry the 5/1072 e up- sz‘(um

* 3 ¥ %o

[ My hill amounted to il,.».)f} 5 1.
Including in the items:
Mone} loaned to Mr. di Cesnola,
71-1872, £1279 16 0
Intelest on the same, . 53 00
Money paid to Mr. di Cesnola’s
own shipping agents for freight
and cartage of the collection Jrom
Turkey to Liverpool, and then to
my house, £156 0 0.

THis 18 THE ONLY CHARGE FOR
FREIGHT OR CARTAGE.—The copy of
my bill, as well as the original re-
ceipts for the sums paid by me, are
in the hands of my attomev% n

New York.



Cesnola in the ““ World,”’ Janu-
ary 9th, 1881:

#* % % ] had, as you are aware,
great desire that it should come to
America, and had authorized my
Jriends here to gffer it to an Amer-
ican purchaser at « price vastly
less than 1 demanded for it in
Europe. ¥ ¥ ¥ % ‘

T

Cesnola in his letters, and com-
ments :

In leaving London, Mr. di Cles-
nola expressed to me his grateful-
ness for my kindness, ete., and gave
me, as compensation for my trou-
ble, the sum of £200. [See the
following letter.—G. L. F.]

[To F. Fruarpext.|
IsLaxp or Cyprus,
Larnvaca, March Ist, 1875.
#* % Before my return to
Cyprus, they have elected me un-
animously a Trustee of the Mu-
seum; and on my return to New
York, if 1 can help you, you can
rely on me. It is more than pro-
bable that [ will accept the dirvect-
orship of the said Musewm, al-
though Mrs. Di Cesnola prefers the
diplomatic career. We shall see.
* *  You are mistaken in re-
gard to the sale that I have made
to the New York Museum ; your
son has done nothing absolutely,
not on account of wnwillingness,
but because the thing was com-
bined by me directly without his
intervention and by telegraph.
However [ have given him  five
thousand francs commission, and
we were contented with each other.

o e

[The very reverse is the truth:
With the telegram of Mr. Johnston
i my pocket, by demand of Mr.
di Cesnola, 1 made a last attempt
to induce Mr. Newton, of the Drit-
ish Museum, to purchase the col-
lection, offering him credit for the
payment. The ambition of Mr. di
Cesnola was to see his collection in
the British Museum, and my con-
stant efforts were to try to sell the
colleetion in KEurope, in order to
get my commission on the sale. In
regard to the price demanded for
the collection in Europe, it was
£10,000. As this first collection
has cost the New York Museum



(esnola in the ““World,” Janu-
ary 9th, 1881:

1 had no further (/ojz/cum‘muw
with Mr. Feuardent until in 1877,
when I came to New York, and
learned that he had opened a shop

here as a dealer in antiques.

10

Cesnola in his letters, and com-
ments :

the sum of $64,360, [ fail to see
the wvast reduction. Mr. di Ces-
nola’s ways of proceeding in regard
to his second collection, while it
was in London, will enlighten the
American people on this question.
—G. L. F.]

[To Gasrox L. FrvArpext.]
December 26, 1872.
Dear Sir:—I pray you to take
for Mr.—— a subscription to the

Athenzeum and also one for me
to be sent to Fifth Avenue Ilo-

tel. Do me the favor to collect
all that may be written regard-
ing my discoveries, to cut the

articles and forward to me two
copies. ¥ *  Tor all these little
expenses I pray you to open against
me a current account, which 1 will
pay when it will be of some import-
ance.

*

ITo Gasrox L. FeEvarpest.]

WasimNarow, January 22, 1873,

Dear Sir :—After a very long and
bad passage we have arrived in New
York. Ilere is my address at N.
Y. * 1 pray you to be so
kind as to send a banknote of £5 to
Tarin. # I will repay you
on my return to Europe. * *
Present my respects to Mrs. Feuar-
dent, and 1f I can be of any service
to you, command me freely, and
believe me “Tout a vous.”

*

% %
oy %

[To Gasrox L. FruarpeNT.]
Frern Avenve Horer,
New Yorg, Feb. 12, 1873.
Dear Sir—=Should you receive
from Turin siz dozen of gloves for



(Cesnola in the ““World,”* Janu-
ary 9th, 1881:

11

Cesnola in his letters, and com-
ments :

me during the month of March or
April, T pray you to be so kind as to
pay the amount of the bill that you
will receive with the gloves, after
having made sure that the siz dozen
in reality exist, and to debit me
with the amount, which I will pay
on your demand with the other
small sums that I will owe as soon
as you receive the gloves. 1 pray
you to write two lmes to Mr. Cyrus
W. Field, Buckingham Palace
Hotel, asking him to be kind enough
to bring thun to me on his return
to Ametica.

« Donnez-moi de vos bonnes nou-
«velles, présentez mes hommages
«& votre dame, saluez M. Whelan
«et croyez-moi,

« Tout a vous,
~ « L. P. p1 Crsxoraw

[To I'. FruarpENT. |

[sLaxp or Cyprus,

Larnaca, March 1st, 1875.
¥ % % Now let me tell you that
[ have written seven 1ettels, at least,
to your son Gaston, who is a dmnn-
ing young man (sé¢) and whom I
like very much. * * * [ owe
him a few hundred francs for a
few small commissions. =
‘Write to me oftener, and if I find
Cypriote medals either in my exca-
vations or in the hands of peasants,
I will remember you. * * *

[To Gasrox L. Frvarpust.]
Loxpox, January 7, 1877.
Dear Sir: To-day only I received
your amiable letter. * % * T am
happy to learn that your residence
in New York is agreeable to you.
I thank you for your wishes on be-



(Cesnola in the *“ World,’’ Janu-
ary 9th, 1881:

After my established connection
with the Museum as secretary and
trustee, he called on me and in-
formed me that he had come here
hoping to be appointed agent and
expert of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, for the purchase of antiqui-
ties. I was surprised at the cool-
ness of this application to me. Of
course I declined to attempt any
influence on the Board in his favor;
and after he had made repeated
calls at my house on the same
errand, I was forced to decline see-
ing him.

12.

Cesnola in his letters, and com-
ments :

half of my wife also. I have al-
ready engaged my passage on the
Germanic. * * * Receive, dear
sir, the assurance of my perfect
consideration.

[I “opened my shop in New
York for the sale of antiques ” not
in 1877, but only on Febrvuary Ist,
1879.—G. L. F.]

[I have never asked M. di Cesnola
any favor of any sort. I havenever
demanded from him any service of
any kind. I have called only three
times at M. di Cesnola’s house.
The first time on January 1st, 1878,
to answer politely a card with the
words “ At home,” received from
Mrs. di Cesnola. The second also
in 1878, to speak about his book
“ Cyprus,” then just published ; and
the third time to get a permission
to use electrotypes from the book
“Cyprus” for a pamphlet pub-
lished by the American Numis-
matic and Archeological Society.
Since that, M. di Cesnola has paid
me several friendly visits. The
last one, I believe, was on February
17th, 1879, when he met at my
place Mr. Sheldon, the art editor
of the Evening Post.]



The following is an Editorial article, which was published in the New York 77mes

of May 14th, 1831 :

Iiven the Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art must see by this time that the policy of “silent
contempt,” adopted by them in regard to the charges
against their Director, can only have the result of
making themselves contemptible. The very circum-
stantial indictment by Mr. Feuardent, bearing on the
treatment of one somewhat celebrated “antique,” and
indirectly impugning the genuineness of many others,
which we publish to-day, is certainly not one which

can be met by a policy of silence, contemptuous or |

otherwise. It amounts to a charge against “ Gen.” di
Cesnola of obtaining money by false pretenses, and,
coming from a perfectly responsible source, must have

one or two results. If accepted as proved, or, what

amounts to the same thing in this case, passed without
challenge, it must place di Cesnola in the category of
| imposters, and must discredit every enterprise with
which he is prominently identified. 1If it be capable
of disproof, it should subject its author to prosecution
in the courts.

One or other of these alternatives the
Trustees and their Director must accept.  The testi-
| mony against the honesty of the methods pursued in
‘ the Museum is cumulative, convincing, apparently
unanswerable. This latest contribution to it owes

‘ some of its gravity to preceding proofs of sophistica-
‘ tion and falsehood, but if it stood alone it is none the
| less an accusation under which no honest man or body
of men would care to rest for an hour.

The following is the letter referred to in the above article :

A COMPOSITE STATUE.
SUGGESTIVE VARIATIONS ON A WELL-KNOWN THEME.
To the Editor of the New York Tzmes :

The great success the “ Fifteen Puzzle” has met with in
this country induces me to present to the public a little
variation on the same theme, and which may interest the
persons who follow the controversy now pending regarding
the “antiques ” of the Metropolitan Museum.

I believe that the persons who possess my card No. 2, and
those who have Cesnola’s ““ Cyprus,” will find this new game
to be at the same time, instructive, amusing, and very puz-
zling. It is about the statuette No.
catalogue, the No

213 in the Museum
39 of my charges, described in “ Cyprus,”
page 154, recently illustrated on my card No. 2, and quite
recently, also, brought back for exhibition at the Museum.
Directions for the different moves of the “ Museum Fifteen

Puzzle : 7

I. Cut off the head of the statue, (photograph), place it in
front of the trunk, and compare the proportions of the two
pieces.

II. Compare the relative height of the two shoulders and
that of the two armpits, and see that the left shoulder ought
to be higher than the right one.

I11. Compare the relative height of the bracelets, after
seeing their exact position on each arm, and see that the left
shoulder ought to be higher than the other.

IV. Compare the outlines and curves of both sides of the
chest and waist, and see that the deepest curve is on the
side where the shoulder is drawn up, thus showing that the
left hip is pressed up.

V. Compare the shape of both hips, and see that the left
one is pressed up.

VI. See that the trunk and the belt are drawn to the left
of the figure.

VII. Compare the outlines of the body over the belt with
that of the lower part of the body, and see that the lower
part belongs to a larger figure.

VIII. See the evident tendency of the left upper part of
the body to be drawn up at the shoulder, pressed up at the
hip, and the waist drawn to the left side.

| IX. See that although the upper part of the body shows a
\ marked contortion toward the left in an upward direction,
the lower part of the body does not indicate any sign in that
direction.

X. See that the central axis of the upper body and the
ornaments of the belt do not correspond with that of the
lower body and the ornaments of the apron.

XI. See by comparison of the height of the two armpits,
that the right shoulder has been remade too high.

XII. See that the right arm has been made too long and
too thick from the elbow downward.

XIII. See that the work of the right hand does not agree
with the work on the other parts of the figure.

XIV. Remark a piece of stone remaining under the left
elbow.

XV. See the break across the body at the height of the
belt.

SOLUTION OF THE PUZZLE.

I. The head belongs to one statue of larger dimensions
than the rest of the figure.

II. The trunk belongs to another statue—that of an archer
in a £neeling posture, with his 7z2¢/¢ knee on the ground and
his Z¢/¢ bent forward; he carried a quiver suspended to the
left shoulder and attached to the piece of stone under the
left elbow.

III. The lower part of the body belongs to still another
statue: a sfanding figure of larger size than to which the
trunk belongs.

IV. The right arm from the elbow downward belongs to
still another statue of still larger proportion and of poorer
style.

The above remarks only relate to the making up of this
chameleonic collection in

Cyprus; they are quite inde-

pendent of the charges of *iecutting,” ““ building up ™ and
| “cutting oft * already published by me, and that of altera-
' tions on the same statuette since my charges were made
public. I beg to state that the same may be said and proved
of more than one-third of the Cypriote statuary in the Mu-
seum.

GASTON L. FEUARDENT.



