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Ruins οί the Palace of Knossos, Crete : General View of the Remains on the East Slope. 

A B I R D ' S - E Y E V I E W O F T H E M I N O A N P A L A C E O F K N O S S O S , C R E T E . 

B y ARTHUR J. EVANS, L L . D . , F . K . S . , F . S . A . 

Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects, Monday, 15th December 1902. 

AF T E R t h r e e c a m p a i g n s of excavat ion, begun in 1900, it is now possible-—though t he 
work c a n n o t be said as ye t to have a t t a i n e d c o m p l e t i o n — t o speak with some 

- conf idence of t h e m a i n l ines as to the g rea t p reh i s to r i c Pa l ace t h a t it h a s been m y 
lot to b r i n g to l igh t on t h e site of Knossos . T h e m a g n i t u d e of t h e work can be j u d g e d f r o m 
the fac t t h a t be tween four and live acres of t he bu i ld ing have now been uncovered , and in 
some p a r t s t h e a r e a h a s been pract ica l ly doubled so f a r as a r c h i t e c t u r a l resu l t s a re 
c o n c e r n e d by t h e recovery of extensive r e m a i n s of u p p e r s tories . I h a d previous ly 
a c q u i r e d — t h o u g h no t w i t h o u t encoun te r i ng yea r s of opposi t ion f r o m the na t ive o w n e r s — t h e 
si te on w h i c h t he r e m a i n s a re s i tua te , bu t t he work of excavat ion, and it m u s t also be added 
of conse rva t ion , on so vas t a scale h a s been beyond t h e l imi t s of i nd iv idua l resources . 
G r e a t a s s i s t ance h a s been given to m e t h r o u g h t h e C r e t a n E x p l o r a t i o n F u n d , and I gladly 
seize t h e occasion of hea r t i l y t h a n k i n g t he I n s t i t u t e for i ts l iberal con t r ibu t ion ; bu t t he 
a n n u a l a m o u n t to be covered, over a n d above t h e ass i s tance given, h a s still been necessar i ly 
l a rge . I n c a r r y i n g ou t t he work I have been specially f o r t u n a t e in secur ing t h e services of 
D r . D u n c a n Mackenz ie , who h a d acqui red mos t u se fu l exper ience in t he excavat ions u n d e r -
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t a k e n by t h e B r i t i s h School a t A t h e n s in Melos , a n d of M r . T h e o d o r e F y f e , f o r m e r l y A r c h i t e c t 
to t h e School , a s t o t h e excel lence of whose a r c h i t e c t u r a l p l a n s a n d d r a w i n g s t h e I n s t i t u t e h a s 
now a n o p p o r t u n i t y of j u d g i n g . 

Of t h e P a l a c e itself a n d i t s p l ace in t h e h i s t o r y of a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d a r t it is i m p o s s i b l e 
h e r e to give m o r e t h a n a s u m m a r y accoun t . I n ou t l ine , a s will be seen f r o m t h e p l a n , i t v e r y 
n e a r l y a p p r o a c h e s a s q u a r e f o r m w i t h a n ob long c e n t r a l c o u r t , a n d a p p a r e n t l y f o u r m a i n 
e n t r a n c e s , r o u g h l y a n s w e r i n g to t h e p o i n t s of t h e c o m p a s s . T o t h e wes t a r e t h e r e m a i n s of 
a p a v e d c o u r t , w i t h a l t a r bases a n d r a i sed c a u s e w a y s . A l o n g t h e b a s e of t h e P a l a c e wa l l 
t h e r e is a r a i s ed p l i n t h , w h i c h s e e m s also to h a v e been u s e d a s a s e a t , a n d t h e r e is e v e r y 
i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h i s was t h e p r i n c i p a l g a t h e r i n g p lace of t h e p e o p l e — t h e A g o r a — w h e r e k i n g 
a n d c i t i zens wou ld m o s t n a t u r a l l y h a v e m e t . H e r e c e r t a i n l y w a s t h e s t a t e e n t r a n c e , a l o f t y 
p o r c h , flanked b y f resco p a i n t i n g s in w h i c h bu l l s f o r m e d a p r i n c i p a l f e a t u r e , g i v i n g 
access to t w o i m p o s i n g e n t r a n c e s . One of t h e s e o p e n e d i n t o a m a g n i f i c e n t c o r r i d o r , t h e o t h e r 
t o a c h a m b e r a t w h o s e p o r t a l we m a y well bel ieve t h e k i n g s a t i n j u d g m e n t b e f o r e t h e 
a s s e m b l e d people in t h e A g o r a b e y o n d . 

T h e e n t r a n c e co r r i do r c o n t a i n e d r e m a i n s of a g r e a t p r o c e s s i o n a l f r e s c o — m e n in l o n g 
robes , p r i e s t s or p r i n c e s : y o u t h s c a r r y i n g vases , a p p a r e n t l y t r i b u t e - b e a r e r s : t h e lower b o r d e r s 
of t h e robes of a b r i l l i a n t l y - a p p a r e l l e d l ady , p e r h a p s a q u e e n . E v i d e n c e w a s f o r t h c o m i n g of 
t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h i s " C o r r i d o r of t h e P r o c e s s i o n " a l o n g t h e u p p e r t e r r a c e of t h e s o u t h e r n 
face of t h e P a l a c e , d o u b t l e s s in t h i s sect ion o p e n i n g on a k i n d of v e r a n d a h . 13y t h i s m e a n s 
a covered l ine of p a s s a g e w a s s ecu red b e t w e e n t h e s t a t e e n t r a n c e on t h e w e s t a n d t h e e a s t e r n 
q u a r t e r of t h e P a l a c e , p a s s i n g t h e s o u t h e r n e n t r a n c e , a n d l o o k i n g o u t o n t h e s o u t h e n d of 
t h e c e n t r a l c o u r t . To t h e sec t ion of t h i s co r r idor flanking t h e c e n t r a l c o u r t s e e m to h a v e 
be longed a ser ies of p a i n t e d bas - re l ie f s , f o u n d in t h e b a s e m e n t below, w h i c h in s o m e r e s p e c t s m a y 
be r e g a r d e d as t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n in a n a s c e n d i n g scale of t h e p r o c e s s i o n a l f r e scoes n e a r e r t h e 
w e s t e r n e n t r a n c e . Two r e m a r k a b l e f r a g m e n t s f o u n d h e r e s h o w a p a r t of a h e a d w i t h a fleur-
de- l is c r o w n , a n d a m a l e to r so , n a t u r a l i s t i c a l l y m o u l d e d , w e a r i n g a fleur-de-lis co l l a r . 

T h e m o r e i m m e d i a t e ob jec t ive of t h e e n t r a n c e c o r r i d o r f r o m t h e wes t is t o be f o u n d , 
h o w e v e r , i n t h e r e m a i n s of a P r o p y l s e u m over look ing t h e s o u t h e r n t e r r a c e . T h i s P r o p y l a e u m 
w a s o r ig ina l l y e n t e r e d by t h r e e doorways , g i v i n g access to a k i n d of f o r e - h a l l c o n t a i n i n g t w o 
c o l u m n bases . T r a c e s of t h e o r i g i n a l d eco ra t i o n of t h e f a c a d e of t h i s o c c u r r e d in t h e s h a p e 
of f ine ly re l ieved a n d u n d e r c u t r o se t t e s , execu ted in a p o r p h y r y - l i k e l i m e s t o n e , a n d f o r m i n g 
p a r t of a k i n d of f r i eze or c o r n i c e , w h i c h s e e m s to h a v e r u n r o u n d - t h e p o r t a l s . Of t h e 
i n t e r n a l d e c o r a t i o n of t h e P ropy laeum v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g r e l i c s o c c u r r e d , n o t o n l y in t h e 
s h a p e of p a i n t e d s tucco r o s e t t e s in t h e flat w h i c h c a r r y on t h e m o t i v e s in rel ief of t h e e x t e r i o r 
s t o n e - w o r k , b u t in t h e r e m a i n s of a f resco e x h i b i t i n g a m a l e f i gu re , p a i n t e d l i fe-s ize , w h i c h 
h a d f a l l en b a c k w a r d s i n t o a n e i g h b o u r i n g p a s s a g e . T h i s d e s i g n , r e p r e s e n t i n g a c u p - b e a r e r , 
s h o w s t h a t t h e s a m e s y s t e m of p roces s iona l f i gu res t h a t c h a r a c t e r i s e s t h e wal l s of t h e 
e n t r a n c e c o r r i d o r f r o m t h e wes t w a s c o n t i n u e d on t h o s e of t h e c o l u m n a r h a l l . T h e e l e g a n t 
pose of t h e y o u t h b e n d i n g back to s u p p o r t t h e we igh t of t h e t a l l p o i n t e d s i lver v a s e t h a t 
h e b e a r s w i t h b o t h h a n d s , t h e b r i l l i a n t l y deco ra t ed bel t a n d e m b r o i d e r e d l o i n - c l o t h i n g , b u t 
above all h i s f i ne ly -cu t f e a t u r e s , of a d a r k s o u t h E u r o p e a n t y p e n o t y e t e x t i n c t i n C r e t e , 
c o m b i n e to s t a m p t h i s a s t h e f ines t e x a m p l e of f i gu re p a i n t i n g t h a t l i a s s u r v i v e d f r o m p re -
h i s t o r i c Greece . 

T h i s s o u t h e r n P r o p y l t e u m g ives access to a s m a l l c o u r t w i t h a n a l t a r - b a s e , b e y o n d w h i c h , 
in t h e p r e s e n t s t a t e of t h e r e m a i n s , is vis ible a s o m e w h a t c o m p l i c a t e d b lock of s m a l l r o o m s . 
M a n y of t h e m seem to h a v e se rved as t h e offices of p a l a c e f u n c t i o n a r i e s , a n d c o n t a i n e d 
depos i t s of t h e i r c lay a r c h i v e s , a ccoun t s , i n v e n t o r i e s , a n d o t h e r d o c u m e n t s in a h i g h l y -
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deve loped s y s t e m of w r i t i n g , a b o u t a t h o u s a n d y e a r s ea r l i e r t h a n t h e first w r i t t e n r e c o r d s of 
h i s t o r i c G r e e c e . O t h e r s m a l l c h a m b e r s were used a s s to re s for f ine s t o n e vases , or a s ce l la r s 
c o n t a i n i n g v a t s a n d ta l l j a r s , once filled wi th oil or w ine . T h i s b lock of g r o u n d floor or base -
m e n t r o o m s flanked t h e wes t side of t h e c e n t r a l c o u r t , t h e floor level b e i n g f o u r s t ep s d o w n 
f r o m i t . O n i t s i n n e r or w e s t e r n s ide t h e block w a s flanked by a f ine p a v e d co r r ido r , u p o n 
w h i c h o p e n e d a s u c c e s s i o n of e i g h t e e n m a g a z i n e s , m a n y of t h e m w i t h rows of h u g e oil j a r s — 
l a rge e n o u g h to h a v e a c c o m m o d a t e d t h e f o r t y t h i e v e s !—st i l l r a n g e d in o r d e r a g a i n s t t h e i r 
wal ls . A r e m a r k a b l e f e a t u r e of t h e s e m a g a z i n e s w a s t h a t b e n e a t h t h e p a v e d floor on w h i c h 
r e s t e d t h e j a r s were d o u b l e t i e r s of s t one ches t s , l i ned w i t h l ead , w h i c h m a y , in p a r t a t 
leas t , h a v e b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h a view to s e c u r i n g t r e a s u r e . 

B u t i t w a s n o t c e r t a i n l y w i th a view e i the r to t h e b a s e m e n t offices or t h e m a g a z i n e s , t h a t 
t h e s t a t e l y l ine of a p p r o a c h m a r k e d b y t h e s o u t h P r o p y l i e u m w a s d e s i g n e d by t h e M i n o a n 
a r c h i t e c t . T h e e x i s t i n g r e m a i n s of u p p e r blocks show t h a t t h e who le of t h e r eg ion in q u e s t i o n 
w a s o r i g i n a l l y s u r m o u n t e d b y a m o r e i m p o r t a n t u p p e r s t o r y . M o r e t h a n t h i s , t h e d i s t r i b u -
t i o n of t h e s e u p p e r b locks as well as t h e i n n e r l ines of t h e lower wal ls a n d s u p p o r t i n g p i l l a r s 
in t h e c e n t r a l p a r t of t h i s a r e a show t h a t a n i m p o r t a n t h a l l r a n d o w n i t , t h e g e n e r a l o u t l i n e 
of w h i c h c a n , to a g r e a t e x t e n t , be r ecovered . I t a l m o s t exac t ly c o r r e s p o n d s in a r r a n g e m e n t 
w i th t h e g r e a t M e g a r o n of t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y P a l a c e e x c a v a t e d b y t h e I t a l i a n Mis s ion a t P h i e s t o s 
o n t h e s o u t h e r n s ide of Cre t e . T h e face of t h i s h a l l rose o p p o s i t e t h e P r o p y l i e u m , a n d it was 
a p p r o a c h e d e i t h e r b y a r a m p or, a s a t Phaestos, by a flight of s t eps , t h a t h a s s ince d i s -
a p p e a r e d — t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p o r t i o n of t h e s i te h a v i n g b e e n m u c h d e n u d e d . T o g e t h e r w i t h i t s 
antse, e n c l o s i n g t h e s t e p s , it m u s t h a v e b e e n 20 m e t r e s deep , a n d i t s i n t e r i o r w i d t h w a s a b o u t 
11-50 m e t r e s , d i m e n s i o n s s o m e w h a t s m a l l e r t h a n in t h e g r e a t M e g a r o n of P h f e s t o s . I t s e e m s 
to h a v e b e e n d iv ided i n t o a c o l u m n a r p o r c h , a fore h a l l l e a d i n g to a doub le p o r t a l , a n d a n i n n e r 
r o o m w i t h t h r e e c o l u m n s in a c ross l ine . T h i s M e g a r o n led in t u r n t o a l o n g ha l l w i th i t s 
ax i s a t r i g h t a n g l e s t o i t , w h i c h de scended to t h e c e n t r a l c o u r t b y a flight of seven s t ep s w i t h 
a c e n t r a l c o l u m n . S o m e idea is g iven of t h e m a g n i f i c e n t f r e sco d e c o r a t i o n s t h a t once a d o r n e d 
t h i s h a l l b y a f r a g m e n t of a bas - r e l i e f , in p a i n t e d gesso cluro, s h o w i n g a m a n ' s h a n d a t t a c h i n g 
a b l u e r o b e a n d go ld j ewel , w i t h p e n d a n t s in t h e s h a p e of n e g r o e s ' h e a d s , t o a n o t h e r l i fe-s ize 
figure, p r o b a b l y of a w o m a n , t h e d a r k t r e s se s of w h o m a l o n e h a v e been p r e s e r v e d . 

I m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h of t h e po in t w h e r e th i s " H a l l of t h e J ewe l F r e s c o " de scends to t h e 
c e n t r a l c o u r t , a p p e a r s a q u a d r u p l e e n t r a n c e , f r o m w h i c h s t ep s go d o w n to a c h a m b e r flanked 
b y b e n c h e s , f o r m i n g t h e a n t e - c l i a m b e r of t h e m o s t p e r f e c t l y p r e s e r v e d , a n d , in m a n y ways , 
t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g , r o o m of t h e P a l a c e . 

T h i s is t h e R o o m of t h e T h r o n e , d i scovered , t h o u g h a t b u t a sma l l d e p t h f r o m t h e s u r f a c e 
of t h e g r o u n d , in a s u r p r i s i n g s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n . T h e r e m a i n s of t h e f r e s c o e s — w i n g l e s s 
g r i f f ins w i t h p e a c o c k p l u m e s a g a i n s t a l a n d s c a p e b a c k g r o u n d of s o m e w h a t Ni lot ic a spec t — 
w e r e s t i l l c l i n g i n g to t h e wal ls . G y p s u m b e n c h e s were r a n g e d on t h r e e s ides r o u n d t h e well-
p a v e d floor, w h i c h s t i l l showed t r a c e s of i t s c e n t r a l s q u a r e of r ed p a i n t e d p l a s t e r . I n t h e 
c e n t r e of t h e n o r t h wal l , b e t w e e n two lower benches , rose t h e g y p s u m t h r o n e wi th i t s h i g h leaf -
s h a p e d b a c k — t h i s , too , once covered w i t h co loured d e s i g n s — i t s s h a p e l y sea t , i t s lower a r c h e s 
a n d c r o c k e t e d m o u l d i n g , so s t r a n g e l y a n t i c i p a t i v e of G o t h i c a r c h i t e c t u r e . Oppos i t e , g iv ing l i gh t 
t o t h e whole , w a s a n i m p l u v i u m , except for the i n v e r t e d l ines of i t s s u p p o r t i n g c o l u m n s , a l m o s t 
P o m p e i a n i n c h a r a c t e r , w i t h s t eps de scend ing to a n ob long b a s i n b e n e a t h t h e l i gh t well, w h i c h 
m a y h a v e s e r v e d a s a sha l low b a t h . T h e wooden c o l u m n s were f o u n d i n t h e i r sockets in a 
c a r b o n i s e d c o n d i t i o n , b u t t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e u p p e r p a r t of t h e wal l s a n d t h e roof , t h e y h a v e 
n o w , in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h m y d i rec t ions , been r e s t o r e d by M r . F y f e a f t e r a w a l l - p a i n t i n g of a 
s m a l l s h r i n e f o u n d in t h e P a l a c e , so t h a t t h i s l i t t le g e m of K n o s s i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e h a s been 
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def in i t e ly r e s c u e d f r o m d e s t r u c t i o n . H e r e , su re ly , w a s t h e a c t u a l c o u n c i l c h a m b e r of t h e 
P a l a c e , a n d M i n o a n k i n g s m u s t h a v e sa t on w h a t is c e r t a i n l y t h e o ldes t t h r o n e in E u r o p e . 

T h e r e s t of t h e n o r t h - w e s t e r n q u a r t e r of t h e P a l a c e c a n o n l y be p a s s e d i n r a p i d r ev iew. A t 
t h e n o r t h - w e s t a n g l e r e m a i n s of f rescoes s h o w i n g zones of h u m a n f i g u r e s , a n d a b e a u t i f u l l y 
c a r v e d s t o n e f r i eze wi th t r i g l y p h s , bore w i t n e s s to t h e f o r m e r e x i s t e n c e of a s t a t e l y u p p e r 
r o o m . N e a r e r t h e n o r t h e r n e n t r a n c e t h e lower r o o m s of a q u a d r i l a t e r a l a r e a c o n t a i n e d r e m a r k -
ab le r e m a i n s of f rescoes , b e l o n g i n g to i m p o r t a n t u p p e r c h a m b e r s , i n a c u r i o u s m i n i a t u r e s ty le , 
s h o w i n g figures of m a l e w a r r i o r s a n d g r o u p s of l ad ies a t t i r e d in v e r y m o d e r n c o s t u m e s a n d 
e n g a g e d in l ively c o n v e r s a t i o n . B u t w h a t is of special i n t e r e s t f r o m t h e p o i n t of v iew of t h e 
b u i l d i n g itself is t h a t t h e s e f r e scoes seem to h a v e f o r m e d p a r t of a g r e a t a r c h i t e c t u r a l p iece 
s h o w i n g walls , w indows , a n d ba lconies , a n d t h e f a c a d e of a s h r i n e . T h e s e f r e scoes t h r o w a 
n e w l i gh t on t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e u p p e r s to r ies of t h e P a l a c e , w i t h t h e i r c o m b i n a t i o n of t i m b e r 
a n d p a i n t e d s tucco , t h e i r t r i g l y p h b a n d s a n d o t h e r a d o r n m e n t s . 

B e n e a t h t h e b a s e m e n t r o o m s of t h i s a r e a w e r e deep p i t s , t h e s ides of w h i c h h a d once 
been covered w i t h s m o o t h c e m e n t , a n d wh ich , p e r h a p s , s e r v e d a s t h e P a l a c e d u n g e o n s . 
B e y o n d , n o r t h w a r d s , is a por t ico , a paved p i a z z a , a n d a l a r g e b a t h w i t h d e s c e n d i n g s t a i r s . 
E a s t w a r d s , t h i s block of b u i l d i n g s over looks t h e i m p o r t a n t n o r t h e r n e n t r a n c e . 

T h i s n o r t h e r n e n t r a n c e r e p r e s e n t s t h e m a i n p o i n t of i n t e r c o u r s e b e t w e e n t h e P a l a c e a n d 
t h e Ci ty on t h e one h a n d , a n d t h e P o r t on t h e o t h e r . Two l ines of a n c i e n t r o a d w a y in f ac t 
h e r e c o n v e r g e — o n e l e a d i n g wrest to a r eg ion w h i c h we k n o w to h a v e b e e n cove red w i t h p r e -
h i s t o r i c h o u s e s , t h e o t h e r p o i n t i n g n o r t h in t h e d i rec t ion of t h e sea , w h e r e t r a c e s ex i s t of a n 
a n c i e n t h a v e n s o m e f o u r m i l e s d i s t a n t . At t h i s p o i n t of p u b l i c c o n c o u r s e , of a c h a r a c t e r v e r y 
d i f f e r en t f r o m a n y t h i n g t h a t a f fec ted t h e s t a t e e n t r a n c e o n t h e wes t , it w a s n a t u r a l t h a t 
c e r t a i n p r e c a u t i o n a r y m e a s u r e s , if on ly of police, shou ld be t a k e n . A n d , a c c o r d i n g l y , t h o u g h 
as a who le t h e r e a r e v e r y l i t t l e t r a c e s of a n y t h i n g r e s e m b l i n g r e a l f o r t i f i c a t i o n a b o u t t h e 
o u t s k i r t s of t h e P a l a c e , we h e r e see t h e l ines of access g u a r d e d a n d d o m i n a t e d by t o w e r s a n d 
b a s t i o n s in a s i gn i f i can t wa}r. T h e c o n v e r g i n g p a r t of t h e t w o r o a d w a y s is c o m m a n d e d b y a 
flanking tower a n d b a s t i o n , oppos i t e wh ich a r e t h e p ie r s of a n i m p o r t a n t p o r t i c o t h a t m a y h a v e 
se rved t h e p u r p o s e of s o m e k i n d of e m p o r i u m of goods u n d e r t h e i n s p e c t i o n of r o y a l off icers . 
T h e i n n e r p a s s a g e to t h e c e n t r a l c o u r t is flanked by a deep recess , w h e n c e g u a r d s could sa l ly f o r t h 
011 a n y m a r a u d i n g p a r t y , a n d b e t w e e n t h e g rea t b a s t i o n s w h i c h d o m i n a t e t h e w e s t e r n s ide of t h e 
a s c e n d i n g p a s s a g e a r e g a p s a s if for s en t r i e s . On t h e oppos i t e or e a s t e r n s ide of t h i s e n t r a n c e 
p a s s a g e a r e low a s c e n d i n g t e r r a c e s backed by a n o t h e r h i g h wa l l - l ine . T h e s e t e r r a c e s m a y 
h a v e p a r t l y s e rved a n o r n a m e n t a l p u r p o s e , a n d h a v e been p l a n t e d w i t h flowering s h r u b s . T h e 
d i scove ry in t h e e n t r a n c e p a s s a g e i tself of p a r t s of m a g n i f i c e n t r e l i e f s of bu l l s in p a i n t e d gesso 
duro t e n d s to show t h a t a deco ra t i ve e l e m e n t , p r o b a b l y in t h e s h a p e of a fine o p e n g a l l e r y 
above , was n o t w a n t i n g 011 t h i s s ide also. 

T h e g r e a t c e n t r a l c o u r t w a s o r ig ina l ly p a v e d wi th fine l i m e s t o n e s l abs , bes t p r e s e r v e d in 
i t s n o r t h - w e s t c o r n e r . I t s l e n g t h was a b o u t 54 m e t r e s , a n d i t s b r e a d t h v a r i e s f r o m a b o u t 
22 to 24 m e t r e s . T h e d i m e n s i o n s of t he c e n t r a l cour t a t P h s e s t o s a r e s o m e w h a t s m a l l e r , 
n a m e l y , 46*60 b y 22 m e t r e s . 

W e now t u r n to t h e P a l a c e a r e a eas t of t h i s g r e a t c o u r t a n d of t h e n o r t h e r n e n t r a n c e , 
w h e r e , o w i n g to t h e s lope of t h e hil l , t h e g r o u n d floors a r e al l o n a lower level . T h e n o r t h -
e a s t e r n q u a r t e r , now m u c h d e n u d e d , s eems to h a v e been o c c u p i e d b y s l a v e s a n d a r t i s a n s ; a n d 
t h e r e w e r e h e r e f o u n d a g r o u p of m a g a z i n e s filled w i t h r u s t i c p o t t e r y a p p a r e n t l y for t h e i r 
use, bes ides l a rge r u b b i s h h e a p s of t h e s a m e . F u r t h e r s o u t h a r e p a v e d h a l l s a n d c o r r i d o r s 
c o n t a i n i n g , bo th on t h e i r s u r f a c e a n d in t h e ce l l a rage b e n e a t h , t r a c e s of a ve ry d i f f e r e n t 
c lass of i n m a t e s . H e r e c a m e to l i gh t a t r u l y roya l d r a u g h t - b o a r d of ivory , m a g n i f i c e n t l y i n l a i d 
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w i t h s i lver a n d b l u e e n a m e l , set w i t h c r y s t a l p l a q u e s a n d ove r l a id w i t h gold p l a t e . H e r e w e r e 
f o u n d t h e i v o r y d r a u g h t s m e n , a n d r e m a i n s of a p o r c e l a i n m o s a i c of e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n t e r e s t . 
T h e g l azed p l a q u e s t h a t c o m p o s e d i t , p r o b a b l y b e l o n g i n g to a wooden ches t , exh ib i t ed , bes ides 
scenes of p e a c e a n d w a r , a c t u a l e l eva t ions of t h e h o u s e s of t h e M i n o a n t o w n , w i th t h r e e o r 
f o u r s t o r i e s , a n d w i n d o w s w i t h four or even six p a n e s , a p p a r e n t l y filled w i t h s o m e s u b s t i t u t e 
fo r g lass , s u c h a s oi led p a r c h m e n t . H e r e too were s igns of i n d u s t r y on a p r i n c e l y scale, a n 
olive p r e s s w i t h i t s c o n d u i t s a n d c o n n e c t e d s y s t e m of m a g a z i n e s w i t h h u g e o i l - j a r s , a n d t h e 
w o r k s h o p of a p a l a c e s c u l p t o r , c o n t a i n i n g , bes ide a n u n f i n i s h e d vase of t h e s a m e k i n d , a 
f i n i s h e d m a s t e r p i e c e in t h e s h a p e of a h u g e m a r b l e a m p h o r a w i t h f ine d e c o r a t i v e re l iefs , a n d 
so p o n d e r o u s t h a t i t t ook e leven m e n w i t h poles a n d ropes t o r e m o v e i t f r o m t h e s i te . 

T h e l ower r o o m s a b o u t t h e olive p re s s a r e a w i t h t h e i r e x c e p t i o n a l l y m a s s i v e wal ls , 
a n d e spec i a l ly t h e g r e a t b u t t r e s s e s t h a t h e r e r u n o u t f r o m t h e t e r r a c e wal l of t h e 
c e n t r a l c o u r t , u n q u e s t i o n a b l y give t h e ou t l ine of a g r e a t u p p e r h a l l or M e g a r o n . T h i s 
M e g a r o n , t h e e n t r a n c e to w h i c h m u s t h a v e been f r o m t h e level of t h e C e n t r a l C o u r t , s e e m s to 
h a v e c o r r e s p o n d e d i n i t s g e n e r a l a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h t h a t of w h i c h t h e i n d i c a t i o n s h a v e b e e n 
n o t e d in t h e w e s t e r n w i n g of t h e P a l a c e . I t m u s t , h o w e v e r , h a v e b e e n l a r g e r , i t s i n t e r i o r 
d i m e n s i o n s m e a s u r i n g a b o u t 15-50 m e t r e s in d e p t h , b y 14-50 i n w i d t h , t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
i n t e r n a l m e a s u r e s of t h e g r e a t ha l l a t Pha)s tos b e i n g a b o u t 14 b y 13-75 m e t r e s . Of t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e of t h i s g r e a t M e g a r o n , a n d i t s m a g n i f i c e n t d e c o r a t i o n , t h e c o n t e n t s of t h e b a s e m e n t 
s p a c e s t o t h e e a s t a n d of a p a r t of t h e r o o m of t h e olive p r e s s below b e a r a m p l e w i tne s s . H e r e 
w e r e f o u n d n o t o n l y p i eces of bu l l re l ie fs a n a l o g o u s to t h o s e f r o m t h e n o r t h e r n e n t r a n c e , b u t 
r e m a i n s of p a i n t e d h u m a n f igures , b o t h m a l e a n d f e m a l e , m o u l d e d in h i g h relief in gesso duro, 
a n d s h o w i n g , in t h e i r r e p r o d u c t i o n n o t only of t h e g e n e r a l c o n t o u r b u t of t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
m u s c l e s , s i news , a n d ve in s , a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y f ide l i ty t o n a t u r e . F r a g m e n t a r y as t h e y a r e , 
t h e y r e p r e s e n t t h e h i g h e s t a c h i e v e m e n t in s tucco rel ief b y t h e M i n o a n a r t i s t s , a n d f o u n d 
t h e i r f i t t i n g p l a c e i n t h e l a rges t P a l a c e ha l l . 

I t w a s a t t h i s p o i n t , on t h e s o u t h e r n b o r d e r s of t h e olive p r e s s - r o o m a n d t h e s u b -
s t r u c t u r e s of t h e g r e a t M e g a r o n , t h a t t h e course of t h e e x c a v a t i o n took a m o s t u n e x p e c t e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t . B e y o n d t h i s l ine t h e f loor level w a s f o u n d to d e s c e n d s u d d e n l y 4-20 m e t r e s 
— t h e d e p t h of a n o t h e r s t o r y — o r s o m e 8 m e t r e s , i n o t h e r words , two s t o r i e s — b e l o w t h e level 
of t h e C e n t r a l C o u r t . M o r e t h a n t h i s , a paved co r r i do r t h a t r a n p a s t t h e b a y s f o r m e d by t h e 
s u p p o r t i n g p i e r s of t h e g r e a t M e g a r o n was f o u n d to a b u t on t h e m i d d l e l a n d i n g of a f ine s t o n e 
s t a i r c a s e . O n e f l i g h t of th i s , flanked by a b a l u s t r a d e r e s t i n g on s t ep s w i t h socke t s fo r i t s 
c o l u m n s , a s c e n d e d t o a n o t h e r l a n d i n g , above w h i c h a g a i n t w o g r e a t b locks in t h e m i d d l e wal l 
of t h e s t a i r c a s e s h o w e d t h e t r a c e s of t h e s t eps of a s t i l l h i g h e r flight r u n n i n g to t h e level of 
t h e C e n t r a l C o u r t . T h e m i d d l e l a n d i n g , a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d to, gave access to two o t h e r flights, 
a n s w e r i n g to t h e s e , be low, a n d i t w a s poss ib le , by t a k i n g all t h e p r e c a u t i o n s of m i n i n g 
o p e r a t i o n s , a c t u a l l y t o excava t e t h e lowest flight of s t o n e s t a i r s below t h e a s c e n d i n g flight 
above . S u c h a r e s u l t is p r o b a b l y u n p a r a l l e l e d in t h e h i s t o r y of e x c a v a t i o n — f l i g h t s of s t a i r s 
one a b o v e a n o t h e r b e i n g u n k n o w n even in P o m p e i i . 

T h e l o w e r m o s t flight of t h i s q u a d r u p l e s t a i r c a s e d e s c e n d e d i n to a por t i co f o r m i n g a w i n g 
of a f i ne c o l u m n a r h a l l , be tween w h i c h a n d t h e s t a i r c a s e wal l w a s a l i gh t a r e a . T h e i n t e r i o r 
of t h e h a l l w a s p a v e d a n d l ined wi th g y p s u m s labs , t h e s m a l l c o u r t on w h i c h it looks b e i n g 
s i m p l y c e m e n t e d . T h i s ha l l , to w h i c h I h a v e g iven t h e n a m e of t h e " H a l l of t h e C o l o n n a d e s , " 
is o n e of t h e f i ne s t f e a t u r e s of t h e bu i l d ing . T h e s m a l l c o u r t on w h i c h i t o p e n s w a s flanked 
on o n e s ide by t h e d o u b l e l ine of t h e a s c e n d i n g s t a i r c a s e w i t h w indow o p e n i n g s below i t , t h e 
b a l u s t r a d e of i t s u p p e r flight r i s i n g s tep-wise , a n d s h o w i n g a t i n t e r v a l s t h e socke t s of i t s 
c o l o n n a d e . T h e s a m e u p p e r b a l u s t r a d e w i t h i ts p i l l a r socke t s is c o n t i n u e d a l o n g i t s n o r t h e r n 
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side, whi le i t s s o u t h wal l , c o n s i s t i n g of twelve cou r se s of good l i m e s t o n e m a s o n r y , w i t h a n 
i n t e r m e d i a t e i n t e r s t i c e for w o o d w o r k , showed t h e r e m a i n s of a d o u b l e w i n d o w t h a t l i t a n o t h e r , 
a p p a r e n t l y wooden , s t a i r c a s e b e y o n d . T h e whole effect of t h e t i e r s of c o l o n n a d e s a n d t h e i r 
h a r m o n i o u s g r a d a t i o n s , fo l lowing t h e s t a i r c a s e l ines , r eca l l s t h e e n t r a n c e c o u r t of a n I t a l i a n 
R e n a i s s a n c e pa l ace . 

T h e m i d d l e a n d t h e l o w e r m o s t l a n d i n g of t h e s t a i r s l ead r e s p e c t i v e l y to a n u p p e r a n d 
lower c o r r i d o r , f o r m i n g a c e n t r a l axis on t h i s s ide. T h e u p p e r of t h e s e d e s c e n d e d b y a 
flight of s t o n e s t a i r s t o w a r d s t h e lower t e r r a c e s of t h e e a s t s lope, a n d p e r h a p s to a s m a l l 
w a t e r - g a t e on t h e f o r m e r c o u r s e of t h e s t r e a m , t h a t h a s n o w w i t h d r a w n t o t h e o t h e r s ide of 
t h e va l l ey . 

T h e lower of t h e s e " e a s t - w e s t " co r r idors , of w h i c h t h e n o r t h a r c a d e of t h e I l a l l of 
t h e C o l o n n a d e s is h e r e r e g a r d e d as a sect ion, gives access t o t h e l a r g e s t e x i s t i n g h a l l of t h e 
P a l a c e , to w h i c h , f r o m t h e s i g n s r e p e a t e d on i t s l i m e s t o n e b locks , t h e n a m e of t h e H a l l of t h e 
D o u b l e Axes h a s been g iven . I t cons i s t s of a l igh t a r e a , a c o l u m n a r h a l l , a n i n n e r space 
s u r r o u n d e d by p i l l a r s , a n d a t i t s f u r t h e r or e a s t e r n en d t w o l ines of p o r t i c o f a c i n g e a s t a n d 
s o u t h . T o g e t h e r w i t h t h e s e po r t i coes t h e H a l l of t h e D o u b l e Axes occup ie s a n a r e a of a b o u t 
2 5 0 s q u a r e m e t r e s . 

A n i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e h e r e a r e t h e r e m a i n s , now s u p p o r t e d in situ, of a n u p p e r h a l l , 
w i t h p i l l a r s a n s w e r i n g to t h o s e below, a n d w i t h p a r t s of i t s w a l l - p a i n t i n g — a p a l m t r e e a n d 
h o r n - l i k e ob jec t s a r e v i s ib le—st i l l c l ing ing to i t s n o r t h e r n wal l . A door o p e n e d i n t o t h i s 
u p p e r h a l l f r o m t h e u p p e r " e a s t - w e s t " co r r ido r a n d f r o m a s m a l l p r i v a t e s t a i r c a s e on t h e 
o t h e r s ide c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h t h e " Q u e e n ' s M e g a r o n . " 

B e y o n d t h i s block, c o n t a i n i n g t h e g r a n d s t a i r c a s e a n d t h e t w o c o l u m n a r h a l l s t h a t s e e m 
m a r k e d o u t for s t a t e a n d s emi -pub l i c use, is a sec t ion l y ing d u e s o u t h of i t , a n d b e l o n g i n g to 
t h e s a m e deep c u t t i n g , w h i c h h a s a special i n t e r e s t , f r o m i t s obv ious ly p r i v a t e a n d d o m e s t i c 
c h a r a c t e r . T h i s is n o t n e c e s s a r i l y a " l i a r eml ik " in t h e s t r i c t O r i e n t a l sense , b u t t h e r e c a n 
be l i t t le d o u b t t h a t i t w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l scene of t h e f a m i l y l i fe of t h e P a l a c e , a n d , a s s u c h , a 
p a r t of w o m a n ' s d o m a i n . 

T h e c e n t r e of i n t e r e s t in t h i s domes t i c q u a r t e r is a v e r y o r i g i n a l c h a m b e r a p p r o a c h e d 
t h r o u g h doub le d o o r w a y s b y a c rooked p a s s a g e f r o m t h e H a l l of t h e D o u b l e Axes , t o w h i c h I 
h a v e g iven t h e n a m e of t h e " Q u e e n ' s M e g a r o n . " I t is d iv ided i n t o t w o p a r t s b y a s t y l o b a t e , 
w i t h p i l l a r s a t i n t e r v a l s on a c e n t r a l ledge, l eav ing a m p l e o p e n i n g s fo r l i g h t , a n d w h i c h s h o w s 
on each s ide of it r e m a i n s of a s h a p e l y b e n c h of wood a n d p l a s t e r . T h e o u t e r of t h e s e two 
b e n c h e s faced a p o r t i c o a n d s m a l l l i gh t a r ea e n t i r e l y s h u t i n f r o m t h e m o r e p u b l i c q u a r t e r 
b e y o n d . T h e i n n e r d iv i s ion of t h e M e g a r o n h a s a n o t h e r s t y l o b a t e on i ts s o u t h s ide , flanked 
b y a s i m i l a r b e n c h , a n d look ing on a n o t h e r l igh t a r e a of e l o n g a t e d f o r m , t h e b a c k wal l of w h i c h 
s t ep s back to f ac i l i t a t e t h e i n c i d e n c e of t h e l i gh t . On t h e wes t s ide a g a i n of t h i s i n n e r p a r t 
of t h e ha l l is a b a l u s t r a d e a n d o p e n i n g l e ad ing to a sma l l b a t h r o o m , w i t h i t s f ine g y p s u m 
l i n i n g s labs i n t ac t , a n d above t h e m p a r t of a b r i l l i a n t s tucco f r i e z e of s p i r a l s a n d r o s e t t e s in 
pos i t i on . 

A p a i n t i n g r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e u p p e r p a r t of a l ady in e n e r g e t i c a c t i o n s e e m e d to h a v e b e e n 
der ived f r o m t h e n o r t h wal l of t h e Q u e e n ' s M e g a r o n . M o r e i n t e r e s t i n g s t i l l w a s t h e s y s t e m 
of d e c o r a t i o n a d o p t e d in t h e l i gh t a r e a s on e i t h e r side. A l o n g t h e r e m a i n s of t h e b a c k wal l 
of t h a t o n t h e e a s t e r n s ide were f o u n d h e a p s of f a l l en p l a s t e r , s h o w i n g a v a r i e t y of f i sh , i n -
c l u d i n g p a r t of two d o l p h i n s , r ocks w i t h t he i r cora l l ine a t t a c h m e n t s , a n d b l u e w r e a t h s a n d 
coils of s p r a y to i n d i c a t e t h e s e a - w a t e r . I n t h e s o u t h e r n l igh t a r e a , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , w a s 
f o u n d a n o t h e r h e a p of f a l l en s tucco , c o n t a i n i n g p a r t s of a b r i l l i a n t l y p l i u n a g e d b i rd in a 
c u r i o u s t e c h n i q u e b e t w e e n i n t ag l i o a n d rel ief . I t looks a s if in b o t h ca se s a s y s t e m of 
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p i c t o r i a l i l l u s ion h a d b e e n r e s o r t e d to, l ike t h a t so f a m i l i a r in t h e s m a l l c o u r t s a n d a r e a s of 
I t a l i a n v i l las , w h e r e t h e b l i nd wal l spaces a r e fi l led w i th v iews s u g g e s t i n g a f r e e p r o s p e c t 
over l a n d or s ea . 

A s m a l l p r i v a t e s t a i r c a s e l eads u p by two flights of s tone s t ep s f r o m t h e Q u e e n ' s M e g a r o n 
t o t h e c h a m b e r s , s t i l l p a r t l y t r a c e a b l e above this r o o m a n d t h e a d j o i n i n g H a l l of t h e D o u b l e 
Axes . T h e r e a r e , m o r e o v e r , i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h i s s t a i r c a s e w a s c o n t i n u e d to a st i l l h i g h e r 
s t o r y . O n t h e wes t a n u p p e r a n d lower p a s s a g e l eads to a c o m p l i c a t e d se r i e s of r o o m s 
o r i g i n a l l y p r o v i d e d 011 o n e side w i t h a wooden s t a i r c a s e , w h i c h s eem to h a v e b e e n u s e d 
fo r v a r i o u s d o m e s t i c p u r p o s e s . T h e r e is h e r e a s m a l l c o u r t sugges t ive ly m a r k e d w i t h t h e 
d i s ta f f s i g n ; a n i n n e r r o o m w h e r e v a l u a b l e s s e e m to h a v e b e e n s to red , of w h i c h v a r i o u s 
t r a c e s , i n c l u d i n g a gold h e a r t a n d p a r t s of a c ry s t a l bowl, were f o u n d , a n d o t h e r r o o m s w h i c h 
m a y h a v e s e rved a s b e d r o o m s , i n c l u d i n g one off w h i c h o p e n s t h e n e a r e s t a p p r o a c h to a 
m o d e r n w.c . y e t f o u n d i n a n y a n c i e n t s i te . Bes id e s t h e p a s s a g e to t h e m a i n d r a i n , i t is 
p r o v i d e d w i t h a n a c t u a l f l u sh p ipe a n d shows t r a c e s of a wooden sea t . 

N o t h i n g i n d e e d is m o r e e x t r a o r d i n a r y t h a n t h e r e m a i n s of a n e l a b o r a t e d r a i n a g e s y s t e m 
e x i s t i n g t h r o u g h o u t a l l t h i s sec t ion a n d c o m m o n to t h e u p p e r a s well a s t h e lower s t o r y . 
T h e l i m e s t o n e s l a b s of p a r t s of t h e p a v e m e n t , t h e p i l l a r b a s e s a n d door j a m b s , t h e wa l l s 
w i t h p a i n t e d s t u c c o s t i l l a d h e r i n g to t h e m ; in one case , even a s t o n e b e n c h i n pos i t i on , a r e 
h e r e p r e s e r v e d on t h e u p p e r s t o ry level. F r o m t h e s e floors a success ion of s t o n e s h a f t s — 
o n e a p p a r e n t l y c o n n e c t e d w i t h a n o t h e r l a t r i n e — d e s c e n d to a n e t w o r k of s t o n e d u c t s , l a r g e 
e n o u g h fo r a m a n to m a k e h i s w a y a l o n g t h e m , b e n e a t h t h e floor level below. I t m a y be 
a d d e d t h a t n e a r t h e ol ive p r e s s a r e a were f o u n d f ine t e r r a - c o t t a d r a i n - p i p e s f i t t ed i n t o e a c h 
o t h e r , w i t h s t o p - r i d g e s a n d i n t e r n a l co l la rs t o g r i p t h e c e m e n t , w h i c h m u s t be c o n s i d e r e d 
to e q u a l t h e m o s t m o d e r n f o r m s , t h o u g h fo l lowing ou t a d i f f e r e n t p r i n c i p l e . 

B e n e a t h w h a t s e e m s to h a v e b e e n a wooden s t a i r c a s e , l i t b y a w i n d o w f r o m t h e H a l l of 
t h e C o l o n n a d e s , w a s a s m a l l s to re closet , in w h i c h a p p a r e n t l y p a r t of t h e t r e a s u r e k e p t i n t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g i n n e r r o o m h a d been h u r r i e d l y depos i t ed . H e r e w e r e f o u n d i v o r y s t a t u e t t e s of 
l e a p i n g y o u t h s , o b v i o u s l y be long ing to a g r o u p t a k e n f r o m t h e b u l l - r i n g , w h i c h in t h e i r sp i r i t ed 
a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e m i n u t e l y n a t u r a l i s t i c e x e c u t i o n , exceed a n y work of s c u l p t u r e of t h i s 
p e r i o d a s y e t b r o u g h t t o l i gh t . V e r y a n i m a t e d p a i n t i n g s r e p r e s e n t i n g a n a l o g o u s s cenes f r o m 
t h e b u l l - r i n g , i n s o m e of w h i c h f e m a l e t o r e a d o r s t a k e p a r t , f o r m e d a f a v o u r i t e su b j ec t of t h e 
P a l a c e w a l l - p a i n t i n g s . T h e r o o m above the Q u e e n ' s M e g a r o n a p p e a r s to h a v e b e e n a d o r n e d 
w i t h m i n i a t u r e d e s i g n s of t h i s c lass . 

S o u t h of t h e d o m e s t i c q u a r t e r above desc r ibed is a r e g i o n c o n s t r u c t e d 011 a h i g h e r g r o u n d 
level , c o n t a i n i n g a c o u r t w i t h a n a l t a r base , flanked by a s m a l l b a t h a n d a c o n n e c t e d s a n c t u a r y . 
T h i s i n c l u d e d a l i t t l e s h r i n e w i th t h e vases of o f f e r ing st i l l i n p o s i t i o n b e f o r e a n e l o n g a t e d 
base , u p o n w h i c h r e s t e d i m a g e s of v o t a r i e s a n d f e m a l e d iv in i t i e s , s a c r e d h o r n s of s tucco , a n d 
a s m a l l d o u b l e axe , t h e e m b l e m of t h e C r e t a n Z e u s , a n d h e r e u sed a s a f e t i sh idol . T h i s 
d i s c o v e r y in t h e P a l a c e of a s h r i n e of t h e D o u b l e Axe, a n d i t s a s s o c i a t e d d iv in i t i e s , de r ives 
a spec i a l i n t e r e s t f r o m t h e c o n n e c t i o n a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d o n ph i lo log ica l g r o u n d s b e t w e e n 
labrys, t h e C a r i a n t e r m for t h e s ac red D o u b l e Axe, a n d t h e n a m e of t h e L a b y r i n t h . T h e 
r e m a i n s of t h e g r e a t b u i l d i n g i tself , w i t h i ts m a z y c o r r i d o r s a n d s u b t e r r a n e a n duc t s , s e e m to 
h a v e b e e n t h e loca l h a b i t a t i o n a n d t h e h o m e of m a n y of t h e e l e m e n t s of t h e l a t e r m y t h . 

T h e s o u t h - e a s t c o r n e r of t h e b u i l d i n g s h o w s a s t a i r c a s e in two f l i g h t s a p p a r e n t l y in 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h a p o s t e r n ga te , a n d wel l -bui l t r o o m s a s y e t i n c o m p l e t e l y exp lored , w i t h 
f r a g m e n t s of l ine w a l l - p a i n t i n g e x h i b i t i n g m y r t l e s p r a y s a n d li l ies. I n a n e i g h b o u r i n g c o r r i d o r 
w a s f o u n d a f r e s c o a c t u a l l y c o n t a i n i n g a n ea r ly r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e L a b y r i n t h in a r t . 

F i n a l l y , a l o n g t h e lower t e r r a c e on t h e e a s t e r n s lope a r e r e m a i n s of a q u a d r u p l e l ine of 
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wal ls bu i l t a t n a r r o w i n t e r v a l s f r o m one a n o t h e r , a n d a b a s t i o n w i t h t w o d e s c e n d i n g f l i g h t s of 
s t eps , o n e of t h e m flanked b y a r e m a r k a b l e w a t e r - r u n n e l . T h i s r u n n e l is m a d e to fol low t h e 
s t ep s i n a success ion of d e s c e n d i n g curves , a n d is led by a c r o o k e d c h a n n e l t o a s e t t l i n g b a s i n , 
on i t s w a y to a t a n k below. I t is obvious t h a t v a r i o u s de l i ca t e p r o b l e m s r e g a r d i n g t h e m o d e r a t -
i n g of t h e flow of w a t e r a n d t h e depos i t of s e d i m e n t h a d b e e n h e r e c a r e f u l l y w o r k e d o u t . 

I t is poss ib le t h a t t h e fou r - fo ld r e p e t i t i o n of t h e l ine of wal l on t h i s s ide w a s d u e to t h e 
u n d e r m i n i n g a c t i o n of t h e s t r e a m w h i c h t h e n , no d o u b t , flowed in g r e a t e r v o l u m e a n d a t a 
h i g h e r level p r o b a b l y 011 t h i s s ide of t h e va l ley . T h i s q u a d r u p l e l ine r e p r e s e n t s t h e e a s t e r n 
b o r d e r of t h e P a l a c e . 

B o t h t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e P a l a c e a n d i t s g e n e r a l d e s i g n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n , a s b r i e f ly 
r ev iewed in t h e a b o v e ske t ch , p r e s e n t some r e m a r k a b l e c o n t r a s t s t o t h e Mycenaean p a l a c e s , s u c h 
a s t h o s e of T i r y n s a n d Mycenie i tself , h i t h e r t o k n o w n on t h e m a i n l a n d of G r e e c e . T h e g r e a t 
s u r r o u n d i n g fo r t i f i ca t ions , t h e m a s s i v e Cyc lopean wal ls a n d ga l l e r i e s a r e h e r e w a n t i n g . S a v e 
for t h e de fens ive works , t o be r e g a r d e d a s p r i m a r i l y d u e to c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of pol ice , a b o u t t h e 
n o r t h e r n e n t r a n c e , a n d w h a t a r e rea l ly s u p p o r t i n g wal ls o n t h e e a s t , t h e r e is n o t h i n g h e r e 
t h a t c a n be s t r i c t l y r e g a r d e d as fo r t i f i ca t ion . T h e ou t l i ne s of t h e p a l a c e c i t a d e l s of T i r y n s a n d 
Mycenie eage r ly seize a n d follow t h e de fens ib le c o n t o u r s of t h e s i te . T h e i r i n t e r i o r is d iv ided 
i n t o i r r e g u l a r c o u r t s w i t h o u t r ea l cohes ion . A t Knossos , 011 t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e w h o l e o u t l i n e 
of t h e P a l a c e is l a id d o w n in de f in i t e l ines w i t h o u t r e g a r d to t h e s i t e — o r r a t h e r a s i te h a s b e e n 
c h o s e n w h i c h a l lowed f r e e scope of ac t ion to t h e a r c h i t e c t a n d e n g i n e e r . T h e i s l a n d c iv i l i sa-
t ion w a s h e r e a t h o m e , a n d i t s t r u e b u l w a r k s were t h e " w o o d e n w a l l s " of t h e M i n o a n 
n a v y . 

H e r e a n d in t h e P a l a c e of P lnes tos , w h i c h a m o n g k n o w n b u i l d i n g s s u p p l i e s t h e o n l y r ea l 
pa ra l l e l , e v e r y t h i n g is a r r a n g e d a c c o r d i n g to t h e m o s t e l a b o r a t e p l a n n i n g . T h e l i nes a r e a t 
r i g h t a n g l e s to o n e a n o t h e r ; t h e who le des ign d iv ides itself i n t o z o n e s a n d r e c t a n g l e s . T h e 
P a l a c e of P h i e s t o s — t h o u g h in i t s p r e s e n t s t a t e n o t o c c u p y i n g so l a r g e a n a r e a , a n d fo r t h e m o s t 
p a r t c o n s i s t i n g of wa l l s s t r i p p e d b a r e of p a i n t i n g s a n d re l iefs , a n d r o o m s devo id of t h e v a r i o u s 
m a s t e r p i e c e s of t h e a r t of Lhedalos a n d of t h e c lay a r c h i v e s t h a t a t t a c h s u c h i n e x h a u s t i b l e 
i n t e r e s t to t h e K n o s s i a n p i l e — h a s t h i s a d v a n t a g e , t h a t i t s g r e a t h a l l s r e s t o n sol id t e r r a c e s of 
rock i n s t e a d of on t h e less s ecu re f o u n d a t i o n of lower s to r ies . T h e p l a n t h e r e , a s it s t a n d s , is 
m o r e s i m p l e a n d g r a n d i o s e , a n d it is on ly w h e n w i t h i t s h e l p we r e c o n s t r u c t t h e g r e a t u p p e r 
ha l l s a b o v e t h e s m a l l e r b a s e m e n t r o o m s of K n o s s o s t h a t t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y s i m i l a r i t y of p l a n 
a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n is b r o u g h t h o m e to u s . T h e wes t cou r t , t h e v e r y r eces se s of t h e w e s t e r n wal l , 
t h e p o r c h , t h e door j a m b s a n d p i l l a r -base s , t h e co r r idors , t h e s t o r e - r o o m s , t h e b a t h s , t h e g r e a t 
C e n t r a l C o u r t , t h e p r e v a i l i n g p l a n of t h e M e g a r o n , t h e l igh t -we l l s , t h e a b s e n c e of f ixed h e a r t h s , 
a r e al l r e p e a t e d , a n d even t h e i n d i v i d u a l m e a s u r e m e n t s show a g r e a t t e n d e n c y to a p p r o a c h 
one a n o t h e r . T h e P a l a c e of P h i e s t o s w h e n c o m p l e t e was a s o m e w h a t s m a l l e r b u i l d i n g . I t 
was p r e - e m i n e n t l y a s t a t e dwel l ing , n o t c u m b e r e d wi th t h e s a m e n e e d s of v a s t m a g a z i n e s a n d 
offices, or of t h e s t o r i e s p i led o n e above t h e o t h e r for t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n of t h e c r o w d e d 
i n m a t e s , t h a t we f i nd in K n o s s o s , t h e cap i t a l of t h e i s l and E m p i r e , a n d t h e t r u e c e n t r e a l i ke of 
b u s i n e s s a n d g o v e r n m e n t . At K n o s s o s t h e r e m a i n s of t h e s e u p p e r s to r i e s , w h i c h a d d so g r e a t l y 
to t h e p l a n , a r e a m o s t d i s t i nc t i ve f e a t u r e , w h i c h c a n n o t be m a t c h e d b y a n y o t h e r s i t e s of 
t h e c l a s s i ca l or p r e h i s t o r i c age of Greece . 

C o m p a r i n g t h e g e n e r a l p l a n of t h e P a l a c e of K n o s s o s w i t h t h a t of P l n e s t o s a s c o m p l e t e d 
f r o m t h e p a r t s p r e s e r v e d , we a r e s t r u c k wi th a s y s t e m a t i c a r r a n g e m e n t w h i c h h a s a p r o f o u n d 
c o m p a r a t i v e i n t e r e s t . I n b o t h cases we see a l a rge , s q u a r e - s h a p e d b u i l d i n g c o n t a i n i n g a 
c e n t r a l r e c t a n g u l a r c o u r t t h a t s e e m s t o h a v e been a p p r o a c h e d a t r i g h t a n g l e s b y fou r m a i n 
a v e n u e s . At K n o s s o s we h a v e t r a c e s of a s o u t h e r n s t e p w a y a n d e n t r a n c e , a n d of a f ine n o r t h 
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p a s s a g e d e b o u c h i n g 011 t h e m i d d l e of t h e c e n t r a l cou r t 011 t h a t s ide . A g a i n , f r o m t h e m i d d l e 
of t h e e a s t s ide of t h e c o u r t t h e " e a s t - w e s t " c o r r i d o r d e s c e n d s a t r i g h t a n g l e s t o w a r d s t h e 
o u t e r e a s t e r n wal l , w h e r e t h e r e s eems to h a v e l a in o r ig ina l l y t h e w a t e r - g a t e of t h e P a l a c e . 
I m m e d i a t e l y o p p o s i t e t h e o p e n i n g of t h i s e a s t e r n l ine on t h e o t h e r s ide of t h e c o u r t is a c e n t r a l 
b r e a k in t h e w e s t e r n d iv i s ion of t h e bu i ld ing , c o n s i s t i n g of t h e r o o m of t h e c o l u m n - b a s e s , 
w h i c h h a s t h e n a t u r e of a n a n t e - c h a m b e r a n d p a s s a g e - r o o m , a n d t h e two p i l l a r - r o o m s 
b e h i n d w i t h t h e i r s h o r t flanking co r r i do r . I t is t r u e t h a t i n t h i s case t h i s c r o s s - a v e n u e does 
n o t go t h r o u g h to t h e l ine of t h e west wall , t h o u g h if p r o l o n g e d it wou ld c o m e ou t n o t f a r 
f r o m t h e wes t po r t i co . B u t it is ail t h e s a m e a s i g n i f i c a n t s u r v i v a l of a n old a n d s imp le 
g r o u n d p l a n s c h e m e , w h i c h s e e m s to h a v e been m o d i f i e d by t h e a r c h i t e c t in o r d e r to b r i n g 
r o u n d t h e s t a t e a p p r o a c h to t h e s o u t h e r n P r o p y l s e u m . 

A t Phses tos t h e p r i n c i p a l pub l i c e n t r a n c e s e e m s o r ig ina l l y to h a v e been on t h e s o u t h s ide 
of t h e C e n t r a l C o u r t . * O p p o s i t e it is a d iv id ing c o r r i d o r a t t h e n o r t h en d of t h e c o u r t , t h e 
m a j o r axis of w h i c h r u n s , a s a t Knossos , f r o m n o r t h t o s o u t h . O n t h e wes t s ide, a g a i n — i n 
t h i s ca se in r e l a t i o n to t h e po r t i co of t h e s t a t e e n t r a n c e — a fine c o r r i d o r r u n s t o w a r d s t h e 
m i d d l e of t h e c o u r t . T h e e a s t e r n w ing h a s been m u c h d e n u d e d . 

B u t it i s i m p o s s i b l e , i n view of t h e f u n d a m e n t a l a r r a n g e m e n t t h u s r evea led to us , p o i n t i n g 
i n b o t h cases t o a m o r e or less s q u a r e b u i l d i n g w i t h c e n t r a l c o u r t , c rossed a t r i g h t a n g l e s b y 
t w o m a i n l i nes of a p p r o a c h , n o t to recal l t h e f a m i l i a r f e a t u r e s of t h e R o m a n c a m p , a n d i t s 
st i l l m o r e r e m o t e p r o t o t y p e as t r a c e d b y Chier ic i a n d P i g o r i n i in t h e p r e h i s t o r i c pi le-
s e t t l e m e n t s , t h e " T e r r e m a r e " of t h e P o Valley. W e h a v e h e r e , in f ac t , l ines a n a l o g o u s to t h e 
Cardo, t h e " n o r t h - s o u t h " p a s s a g e w h i c h was, a s a p p a r e n t l y a t K n o s s o s , t h e m a i n axis in t h e 
R o m a n c a m p s , a n d t h e Decumanus t h a t crossed it a t r i g h t a n g l e s f r o m e a s t - t o wes t . 

W e n o t e , i n d e e d , f u r t h e r pa ra l l e l l ines a n s w e r i n g to t h e Cardiacs a n d Decumani Minor (s 
of t h e R o m a n p l a n . T h e r e is, however , t h i s d i s t i nc t i on , t h a t t h e p r i n c i p a l h a l l s r i se on t h e s ides , 
a n d do n o t — l i k e t h e P r s e t o r i u m — o c c u p y t h e c e n t r e of t h e cou r t w h i c h f o r m s t h e c o n v e r g i n g 
p o i n t of t h e m a i n p a s s a g e l ines . N e i t h e r h a v e we a s y e t f o u n d a n y t h i n g l ike t h e templum, 
s u c h a s s e e m s to h a v e ex i s ted in m o r e t h a n one I t a l i a n t e r r a m a r a f n e a r t h i s p o i n t of i n t e r -
s ec t i on . B u t t h e q u a d r i l a t e r a l f o rm , t h e o r i e n t a t i o n , t h e ex i s t ence of Cardo a n d Decumanus 
w i t h t h e i r m i n o r p a r a l l e l s , a n d t h e i n n e r cou r t i t se l f , a r e p o i n t s of c o m p a r i s o n of a v e r y sug -
ges t ive k i n d , a n d s e e m to go back to a n a n c i e n t E u r o p e a n s y s t e m of a r r a n g e m e n t , s i s te r f o r m s 
of w h i c h w e r e p r e s e r v e d by p r e h i s t o r i c Cre te a s well a s I t a l y . 

rl h e p a l a c e s of K n o s s o s a n d of P lnes tos be long in t h e i r e x i s t i n g s h a p e a p p r o x i m a t e l y t o 
t h e s a m e p e r i o d . T h a t pe r iod , a s s h o w n by t h e ea r l i e s t r e m a i n s of vases a n d o t h e r re l i cs 
f o u n d above t h e floor levels in each case, is s o m e w h a t m o r e r e m o t e t h a n t h a t t o w h i c h 
M y c e m e h a s g iven a n a m e , t h o u g h in b o t h cases m o d i f i c a t i o n s of t h e b u i l d i n g w e r e c a r r i e d 
ou t d u r i n g t h e M y c e n s e a n pe r iod p r o p e r . T h e bes t pos i t i ve ch rono log i ca l d a t a a r e supp l i ed b y 
t h e lid of a n E g y p t i a n a l a b a s t r o n f o u n d , wi th r e m a i n s of i n d i g e n o u s s t o n e v a s e s b e l o n g i n g to 
t h e e a r l y P a l a c e p e r i o d , on a floor-level n e a r t h e n o r t h e r n b a t h . T h e lid h a s a b e a u t i f u l l y c u t 
c a r t o u c h e of K i n g K h y a n , of t h e F i f t e e n t h D y n a s t y , w h o w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l r u l e r of t h e fo r e ign 
or H y k s o s c o n q u e r o r s in t h e Nile Va l ley . H e s e e m s to h a v e r e i g n e d a b o u t t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y b.c. , a n d , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e r a r i t y of h i s m o n u m e n t s in E g y p t i t se l f , i t is d i f f icul t to 
s u p p o s e t h a t o b j e c t s w i t h t h e n a m e of t h i s P h a r a o h could h a v e r e a c h e d C r e t e a t a l a t e r d a t e . 

T h e h i g h level of c iv i l i sa t ion r e a c h e d in M i n o a n K n o s s o s b y t h e d a t e of t h e f o u n d a t i o n 
of t h e e x i s t i n g P a l a c e , so c o n s p i c u o u s a l ike in i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d d e c o r a t i o n , p o i n t s i tself to 

* Luifii Pernier, " Scavi clella Missione Italiane a f See especially Pigorini '· Terramara di Castellazzo d 
Phtestos." ltapporto Preliminare (Man. Ant., T. xii. 1902, Fontanellato " (Xotizie clccjli Scavi, dc., 1895, p. 14, sqq.). 
p. 59). 
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l o n g c e n t u r i e s of ea r l i e r d e v e l o p m e n t . I t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g , t h e r e f o r e , to find b e n e a t h t h e 
l a t e r f o u n d a t i o n s t h e r e m a i n s of a still ea r l i e r P a l a c e , t h e l i nes of w h i c h s e e m p a r t l y t o h a v e 
b e e n followed i n t h e l a t e r work . i lie T h i r t e e n t h D y n a s t y m o n u m e n t n o t l a t e r t h a n 
2 1 0 0 B .C .—found b e n e a t h t h e p a v e m e n t of t h e C e n t r a l C o u r t , s e e m s to b e l o n g t o t h i s e a r l i e r 
b u i l d i n g , a n d a ser ies of exqu i s i t e p a i n t e d vases of eggshe l l f ab r i c , in des ign a n d c o l o u r i n g 
n e v e r c e r t a i n l y s u r p a s s e d , p o i n t , t o g e t h e r w i th o t h e r re l ics , to a n i n t i m a t e a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h 
T w e l f t h D y n a s t y des igns , g o i n g back t h e r e f o r e to a b o u t 2 8 0 0 B.C. B u t b e y o n d th i s , a g a i n , we 
h a v e ev idence of s t i l l ea r l i e r p r i n c e l y occupa t ion , a n d f r a g m e n t s of i m p o r t e d E g y p t i a n v a s e s 
of d io r i t e a n d o b s i d i a n t h a t t a k e u s well b a c k i n t o t h e F o u r t h M i l l e n n i u m b e f o r e o u r e r a . 
A n d sti l l b e y o n d th i s , u n d e r l y i n g t h e whole h i l l - top on w h i c h t h e P a l a c e s t a n d s , is a v a s t 
Neo l i th i c s e t t l e m e n t r e p l e t e w i th s tone w e a p o n s a n d i m p l e m e n t s of p r i m i t i v e p o t t e r y a n d 
idols , w h i c h c a r r i e s back t h e a n t i q u i t y of t h e s i te b e y o n d t h e l i m i t s of s u c h r e c o r d s a s were 
l a t e r supp l i ed by t h i s a n c i e n t i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h E g y p t . 


