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LA\V CODE OF THE KRETAN GORTYNA. 

I. 

"Tell me, Stranger," says the Athenian to the Kretan Kleinias 
in Plato's Laws, "is God or a man supposed to be the author of 
your Jaws?" "God, Sir Stranger; in the truest sense they may be 
said to be the work of God; for among us Kretans the author of 
them is held to be Zeus." "And do you believe, as Homer says) 
that lVIinos went every ninth year to converse with his Olympian 
sire, and made Jaws for your citits in accordance with his sacred 
words?" "Yes, that is our tradition; and there was Rhadamanthos, 
a brother of his, with whose name you are familiar; he also is 
reputed to have been the justest of men, and we Kretans are of 
opinion that he derived his reputation from his righteous adminis­
tration of justice when he was alive." Likewise in the Minas it is 
asserted that the best laws come from Krete, for they were the most 
ancient in Hellas, having been laid down by l\!Iinos and Rhadaman­
thos, in consequence of which Krete was prosperous for all time, and 
also I.Jakedairnon, from the time she received her la\vs from Krete. 
Strabo and others speak in the same strain, regarding l(rete as the 
original source of the best laws, from which the best in other parts 
of I-I ell as were derived. It was a favorite belief that the famous 
lawgivers, Lykurgos, Solon, Onomakritos, Zaleukos, Oharondas, had 
either visited Krete and studied the system of laws there, or had 
borrowed largely from them. 

I-Iad the works of Ephoros, Dosiadas, Kallistratos, Sosikrates, 
been preserved to our day, we should have been better able to criti­
cise a system so famous; but the scattered and fragmentary quota­
tions we have, and the brevity of Aristotle, furnish us with scarcely 
more than an occasional stone from the great structure. The 
Pseudo-Platonic 111inos makes two great divisions of their law, as 
was natural (cf. Dem. 760); one which :Minas himself laid down 
and presided over, the kingly, the science of government and state 
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polity; the other, that which as subordinate to the kingly art he 
intrustccl to Rhadamanthos, court procedure, rendering justice as 
between man and man, defining the rights of individuals and their 
possessions, and the means of rendering them secure. The scanty 
notices of the Kretan system that have reached us are almost exclu­
si vcly devoted to the first of these divisions. As to the province of 
Rhadamanthos we have hitherto been left to conjecture or inference, 
for all its details. But by a strange and happy chance we have now 
come into possession of a long memorial handed down almost intact 
from an early period, in which we find the minutest rules laid dow1~ 
for th e gu iclance of any Kretan Rhadamanihos that might be called 
to sit in judgment upon the disputes of his fellow-citizens. 

Gortyna was one of the trio of great Kretan towns, and is called 
by Homer the well-walled. It is said to have been one of the 
earliest Dorian settlements in the island, and rivalled Lyttos in the 
fidelity with which it clung to the institutions of its early days. 
Through its whole length, according to Strabo, flowed the river 
Lethaios. Its site has been known for a long time, as identified by 
early travellers from numerous remains, and the so-called Labyrinth 
in its ncighborhood. As long ago as 1857 1\'I. Thcnon discovered 
an inscribed stone built into the ·walls of a mill on the hanks of the 
Lethaios, and succeeded in purchasing it for the Louvre, where it 
now remains. Its archaic letters 'vrittcn in bonstrophedon sty le, 
and the difficnlty of deciphering its meaning, made the inscription 
an object of interest; but it was not tilll878 that lVI. Breal succeeded 
in extracting n satisf~tctory sense, when he proved that it trc::tted of 
the mloption of children. In 1879 :M. Haussoullier saw aml copied 
a similar fi·agment in the house of a person living near the mill, 
and this was found to relate to the rights of heiresses. 

During July, 1884, tl1e place was visited by Dr. Halbhcrr, a pupil 
of Comparetti, and, as the water chanced at the tirne to be drawn off 
from the mill, some letters were pointed out to him near the top of 
a wall, over which ran a channel of the stream, a short distance 
below the mill. Digging a trench along the inner side of thi::; wall, 
he discovered that the inscription comprised within his rcaeh four 
columns, of which the last to the left :was not completely filled at the 
bottom, showing that it was the end in that direction, but it con­
tinued beyond to the right, into a field in which he could not obtah1 
permission to dig. The inscription ·was cut with remarkable pre­
cision and care directly upon the layers of stone in the wall, which 
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was of al'chaic con struction, laid up without cement. It was already 
known that the fr::tgm"nts copied by I-Iaussoullier and Thenon had 
come from this stream, and they were now found to have been taken 
from this wall and to form the upper layers of the inscription, fittin g 
to it and supplying missing parts (cols. 8, 9, 11 ). H albherr, after 
copying the four columns in two days, returned to Candia, where he 
met Dr. Fabricius who had been traYelling in western Kretc in the 
interest of the German Institute at Athens, to whom he communi­
cated his discovery. Fabricius repaired to the spot towards the end 
of October, and prevail ed upon the owner of the field to let him run 
a trench along the 'vall as far as the inscription extended ; and he 
disclosed eight more columns which were in a remarkable state of 
preservation, the beginning being certainly found. Each column 
eo11sists of 53, 54, or 65 lines, covering four layers of stone in height 
(about 5 feet), and some 30 feet in length. The wall pL'ovecl to be 
that of a circular stmcture, whic·h, if the circle was complete, would 
have h::td a dinmcter of nearly 100 feet. \Vhat the strnct.urc might 
have been was not ascertained. Dr. I-I albherr reccivetl pcrmis.-ion 
from the Italian govemmcnt mHl the P:1sha of K.rcte to unearth the 
whole this summer, hnt no add itional in. ·criptions were di scovered. 
His rc-rca.diug of th e code, however, may settle several clispntecl 
po int:-', when the results arc known. The manner of its record ing 
ren1 inds us of th e expression of Plato, about tyrants and masters 
who command aud tbrcnten, and "after writing tlieir decrees on 
w:1lls " go thcie ·ways (Legg. 859; cf. Andok. l\lyst. 8-1-5). The 
Gortynian lawgiYcr went his 'rny, and we know him not saye hi9 
'rork~ . But his works make us adm ire and love him. Not that all 
whic·h we fiml in hi ~ cot1c is to be att1·ibntcd to hi ti gen ius and heart; 
fur the ancient unwritten law which we must certain ly grant to that 
people had already been rcrlucccl to writing, and our lawgiver was at 
lea::;t a second to cudif)r aml inscribe. But very mnch that is novel, 
and perhaps the grcrttcr p~trt of that which appeals to us so forcibly 
fur it;; justice, its deep-lteartcd humanity, its respect for the right: of 
tl1 e 'roman ancl the ::;lave, the chil cl and the orphan,-so striking in 
their eo ntL'~t st with the boasted Athenian spirit, even the Platonic,­
must have been his. \V c seem to see the hmrt of a Homer tmined to 
the law, evolving the deepest pondcrings upon the rights of indi­
vi<lnals and property. The consideration for women and slaves 
exhibited so often in tllc I-Iomeric poems, we have known to exist in 
a degree, for the former at least, in Sparta and along the coast of 
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Asia :Minor ; bnt Krcte was a closed book to us. In the code, eYcn 
as in the H omeric poems, we are struck by frequent contrasts of 
na]·vete and deep reflection, the antique and the modern, of stu nted 
gr·owth and far reaching advance. The Satyr-clement is Doric, pre­
emincntly Kretan, not 1-Iomcric. 

Naturally, we ~eek eagerly for the age of this life-revealing docu­
meut, as we do for that of the Homeric iJoems; as with them, we 
fiucl no certa in answer. Kircb hoff thought from its epigraphic 
character that it was not oltler thau the middle of the fifth century 
B. c .; but we know how untrustworthy within certain limits argu­
ments based upon epig raphic deductions must be held. The alphabet 
i~ t he el clc~t known to ns among the Greeks, containing no character 
"·1 ich the P hmnician!:l did Hot traJtSJnit to them, except Y, an cl the 
forms of the letter~ are among the most arehaic. It has no <P, X, 't', 
::: , H or Q ; 1 TT is a semicircle, I a curved line like our S. 1\..rete 
from her position and hi story must have been among the first to 
rece ive writing from Phmnicia or her agents. If we accept the 
common Greek belief, that the £rst code of laws to be reduced: to 
wri ting; among them was that of Zaleukos, 660 n. c., we have an 
upvv·ur<l limit for our inscription. Comparetti has well said that the 
seventh und sixth · centuri es were notable for their impulse tmvards 
fi.xing and codifyiug laws in I-Iellas, aJlCl all traditiou seemo to !:>how 
that Krctc would hanlly be amollg the latest to act LLJ!Oll this im]!tdse. 
The formal reduction to visible symbols seems to have caught their 
fancy and held it. The laws arc writings, n~rfppr;:ra., the provisions 
arc, "as it is written," lt{HJ.rrw. Although this code and a pre­
vious oue had been writ ten, it ·was not coutmon to employ writing. 
\Vitnc~ses are summoned orally, facts arc "pointed out" before \\"it­
ncsses, they give their test im ony orally, the complain:mt charge's aml 
the judge pronom1 ccs sentence orally. No. court-records appear to be 
kept, or wills permitted; legacies arc probably given by word of 
month in the presence of witnesses, as adoption takes place by pub1i.~ 

oral ncknowleclgmcnt. A ppcnl to the gocls by oath a~ a last resort is 
as bindillg as in the days of Rhaclamanthos, not the age of Plato. 

Turning to the language itself, we sec at first glance the distance 
which separates it from that of the Krctan inseripti ons of the third 
and second century B. c . They are almost powerless to help us in 

1 R epresented l'Ci-']JCl't ivel.v b.v rr, "' rra, Ka, e, o. Fabrieius has been followed in 
(;hanging these to the ordinary forms. 
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the sma1lcst degree, amid the extreme diffieultics of the text. It is 
rare indeed that one of its peculiar words is to be found among them. 
The changes made in th e lang uage at A thens withiu th e space of two 
ccP. urics after the laws of Solon were written, as dwelt upon by 
Lysias, are small indt•ccl as c.:ompare<l wi th the ehanges from our 
code to the later inscriptions. A nd yet, we know not how suc1<1 en 
and powerful was the effect of He1l eni:~.at i on upon th e island und0r 
the 1\Iakeclonian and P tolemaic rul e, or how lllll('h belongs to th e 
gradual influence of trade ami of returning mel'cenari es fmm abroad. 
But the impression left upon us of the condition of the t imes, narrow 
and domestic as it is in the code, is far di -ffm·ent from the picture 
presented by Aristotle. On the "\Yholc, in the present state of onr 
knowledge, I incline to the Solonian peri otl as the most probable for 
our inscription. 

The dual copying of the insrripti on led to a dual and contem­
poraneous publicat ion of it by Fabricius <UHl Comparctti. That of 
Fabricius (F.) appeared in the l\fittheilnngcn of th e Germnn Insti­
tute, 1884, pp. 363-384, with a fac-simile of the copy, the sam , 
reduced to a cursive text, and a descrip t ion of th e find. No com­
mentary whatever accompanied the article. U pon this as a baR i;-; I 
began my study of the docnmcntJ and made my transla t ion and notes. 
Since these were completed I have had the ad vantage of co nsulti ng 
Compardti's L eggi Antiehe cli Gor(IJnCL (C.), text, VCI'sion, notes, a1Hl 

copy; a translation by Dareste, La Loi de Grwtyne (D.), (Bulletin 

TEXT, 

I Cf 0;; X, OwfNp~o 0 a(vJ.<p pen!) avl ~tpoJ.~v, li:(JO o/.xo.:: (1~ arsv . w' r~-

e X, ar;;, XU.T'WJ('I.(J.;rf.r(t) !'(V Ow(Ji,nJw oho. fTrrt:djpu.v~ , !'(O OOJA(V 'ii:SVT'-

5 c O!'t O.rsc: XO.t oau.;U.rw }.rqrlam I ~ ).J UJ.i( rpt(Tt (5p i po.c:;. w' [ r'12] xr:. 

flYJ [J.r.q ]da!JI, xo.ro. lJcxo. (~/Jino no psv I Ow lli/'W ar-rJ.r-~p o., nv /) (,)i.w [ (JrJ. ]/'Y.V-

10 U.v r[r7;;] ap.€po.( Fsxriaru.; , "t'!.v xo. J.o.l lttii1!J. riiJ ;;~ x,novw TOV Dt[xo. ](TT-
\ '[ J I ' , 1:\J ') , I ' V ' "" ' ~ I O.V 0 (l. V:J).Jf(J. X{J!VeV. W U O.J..iVWtC"OJ (l."f} r.qsv, TOV OtXWJf f/.V UfJ.VUVf -

[ 
' ] , I ' ' ~ I ' ' , ' - ' I ,l ' '(J[ J a xp t vsv, at (l."f) o:rco c;:wv~ ot fJ.W ru c;. w us xr1 po1.:1 o psv -.J.w ::p O!J 

I. 5. C:m GY17 F . ; I'm ay17 c. ; on a yet: so also DZ., DD.--14. i; ),e[ofJ::pov c.; i;),f:V · 

etpwv F. 
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cl(' Concspondnnre He1lrni<]uc, 1885, pp. 301-317); Da.s Recht von 
Gnrf.tJn, F . . Biiel1elcr and E. Zitelmann (BZ.), (Ergiimmngsheft of the 
Rhcini~rhcs lVIuscum, pp. x, 1-180), especially full on the judicial 
·ide of the snl~jcd; Die Insrh1·(jt von Gol'tyn, J. and T. Bannaek 
(HB.), pp. vi, 167, fuller in th e verbal part; Z11 den Gesctztc~feln 

ron Gm·f.ijn, F. Blass (~ enc Jahrbiiehcr, 1885, pp. 479-485). 
The following I h:we not sef-~ 11 : Altcs 8tudb·echt von G01·tyn cwf 
]{rcf(t , H. Lewy, Berlin, 188.5; and Eini.rJe Anti(_JuariRche Beme1·- · 
kunqen zn dcm Curku cle.s Pl'·iv(/f?' fchts von Go1'tyn, C. \Vachsmuth, 
Kachr. v . (1. ~cs. d. \Viss. zu Gott.ingen, 1885, No. 5. 

Ami(l so much that 1vas new and unl-:nown, it was no easy task to 
e. tablish a text and explain the law. No single person could we11 
be expected to aceomplish this, aml none has done so; but the com­
bined stuclies of all have achieved mnch , though mnch may yet be 
.'aid, as much remains debatable. :Many fond coneept.ions lie aban­
doned on the way, among whieh I see several of my own, eliminated 
by subsequent study or the arguments of others. I have followed 
in the main the text of Fabri<.'ins, hnt han~ made or accepted any 
ch[lngcs of importanf'c to the sense aJ1(1 construction that appealed to 
my best jmlgrnent, and have inserted corresponding alteratiolls in 
translation and notes, bnt have always given credit for assistance 
obta ined from others. The supplemental remarks in brackets may 
assist in that study of the code which my work is mainly intended 
to stimulate. 

--------------------·--------- -·--

TRANSLATION. 

'VhoeYcr intends to bring suit in relation to a free man or a slave, 
shall not take adion by sei~ 11rc before trial; but, if he do f-1Ci7.e 
him, let the judge fine him 10 staters for the free man, 5 for th e 
sla\·e, because he sc iz;es him, aml ]et ltim adjudge th~t he shall 
release him within three days. But, if he do not release l1im, let 
the judge sentence him to a t:tater for a free man, a drachma for a 
·1ave, each clay until he shall have rel eased him; and acrording to 
the time (of non-pnymcnt) the jwlge shall decide, confirmi11g it by 
oath. Dut, if he should deny that he made the seii'.ure, the jmlge 
hall render deci ion with confirmatory oath, unless a witness tes­

tify. 

S·11if for 
er.~hiJ> 

8/are (, 

so r/ai1 
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15 t "[ ' "] -} ' 'l" I [ c' J' ' ) j ' t} 2 ' o o c u w .ov, xo.provavc; Yjpsv orepo c x o::.t,w spov u..7rocpwvcwv-
"' ' ' ' "'j j' I ' F' F ' ')" n. w os x avcpc OWM-f poMrvvn cpwvwvrs:; ov sxo.rspoc; 'JP-

20 sv, o.Z piv xa f1U.CrU( drrocplvv~, xj jau/. rov pairupa ucxd.Jusv, o.Z 

' ' pvullra xpcllsv. 
~o,.. ' -· '[ ] ' -< ~ , " , " ~ I ' [ J ) , , ", ' , ~ O.(JW Tfd) ITS J.i Z' U)lS{IfJ:V, TOll OS ()(!} /, O!J c( Xc/IU.!J( 0.7r000f1SV' O.C 0€ 

/.0. plj },u.rd.(J!/ 1 plj u:;roocp , OC/.W! [(JdT(V vcxip TlV pf:.v awBipw 

30 nsvd;xollro. (JUrr1,oo.llc; xu.! (J ii u1r~,oa nlc; ripip(/.( Fsxd(Jr-

35 

ac; ~cpiv /.0. }.rqd.(J!j, '[{V 0~ U(IJ},w I r]ha (Jf(J.r1/IO.!J( /.U.t ou.pxvrl..v 

n7:c; r5p.ipa.c; Fsxd.(Jru.c; 7r{liv x' (J ~ rrorJcp 

xd.~rJ 0 Ocxu.ard~, ~ vtrJurcjJ rr [tJdrJDEf}OrJ.t 

' ' e( xs,oavc;. 

.. _ "' , _, ", , , "' I , , , , , , , 7[/,Wll OS f1'1J' TW Uc X,OOWV TOll OC /.f1(1Z'f/.V Of1'-' 'J liTO. X(!Cllell. 0.! Oc 

40 xo. VU.SU!J o otv/.oc;, (u xa vcxr.d)~ j lc, xr1.i.iwv rf.vrt p.wrupwll (Ju/vll r):..... 

popiwll O.wtJi,owv ") " ;;-I I o.rrooscc;u.r w -2 - ' 
C.Hl rep )1(/.cp o~c1 /.(/. llf1SU!J 0 a-

uroc; 1 oJoc; rrpo rourw. ac' '"I os /.(/. PYJ /.(/.).~ 1 ,uY; "'c::= ~ o .... ., !h xu.rw-

45 [rdr Jrv n/.. d[rpap ]ivo.. o.c' Oi xa fl'ia · 1 o.uroll 0.1:00(/'.J tv T<f.J 2llw.Ur(jJ 

rrl..vc; /;.rr)JJovc; r[c]prl..vc; drrcxar la(JrrJ.(JS7. w' (Ji x' O.~totldv!/ p-

50 olcopivrJ.c; n7) ) r)i[xa ]c;, rrl..ll 0.~:-i.llo o v rc,wf.v x.rJ.Tt(JTfJ.(Jsi . AZ (J_ 

i xo. xo[ (J
1
u]iwv rlr!J 0 xoupiovro!c; o.J)oc;, !; x .· U.~coaz~, poi,~v /.(/.!' x­

rJ. VCX(/.ltfl, XfJ.rC(JZdpsv d.T.:' [ rl]c; I [ a/l.t,ua Jc; rl.rrqs rr/. drpr!.f1iva. 

55 '] ( ") ' ro v o s vsvcxu.pivw x(J.[t rov xr1.-] 
. , , I 't TO./.e!fJ.SVOV ff..{OVU 0./:f/.TOll IJ/l.SV. 

rrl.v t.J.wtJipav xrf.,orsc oc'cp~, hu.[rov aru.r1
1
()(J.!.J( xu.rrJ.(jraos7., rJ.-

5 ' "'' ' ' · ' ' ' " ' "!' o' r"J(-,,;~,·, o!:-_ ro' ,, } i .c-,_J' fi<=
1
1J(J' ' z~; ' '· H' c os x o.~tsrrJ.!,OW osxa, r;.c os ,, '.1 ~ " _,, _ _ , , -rr1.v 2/.S 'J spa.-

ll, ucrrl~ XO.f(J.(J[(J.{JSC, aZ ui x' tle jUthpo( Fucxia ~ Focxiall ltcVZ'S 

10 6o.,rrfydll(, r1.c' o.t xa F[o]cxsUc; Focxio.l l ); Fucxir1.v ~:fi'-']u ar(J.r1,o(J.vc; . 
.:f. .. o"'u'.Jco';,_, ' ' · , ' " I ' ' ' · _"' u w . ., owl.u.v rJ.c xaprsc oup. o.amro, ouo CJTfJ.Zlj,oavc; xrJ.rrJ.a-

r. 15. Q(j/ov c.; owit ~JV F .- 16. urcpo£ Blass ; 1T6TTOl F.; UTTOl c., BZ., BB.-17- 18, 
Cl1TO(j! lJ VhJ1JTl , F .-rfl lJVl O'VH t; , F i JI) F cKad(JlJt; 1/wv. F., tex t 8.-20. ouuio&v. F., text C.-
22. fl77c5adprJt C.-35. dtmura~· i:v . 1Tpaocl'i.Uflru C., BB.-:->G . rp ir r1a F.-w 1w BZ., En. ; 
uw F.- 42. f; 'im1j C.; space F.-52. lz?,? .. o~ i; C.-53. li.- 1. a1T. u .•.... [T ] at!c? 
ni i:ypaf1 €va . [ aZ K ] a i1 vc·vum ,utvrJ[v J tea .. [1/ Ka ] rata: t,u[v~xv ciy~wTl, cirpa rov 7J,UEV, F. ; ii 
<J[ ra ] t; i [vucm't ] (e h· a).a o[ T(l f}'(J Clfi i:Va [Tw]v(J) c 'VEVliW ,uf::V6J, IW[ t TUV Ka]raKEifi E/!OV 

a(y)ovrt im adm 1JfLCV. c.; text BZ., BB. 
rJ. 8. Fou•~av C.-11. ivc5o!Miav C.; evc5o0' £Jiav F. 
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But, if one party contend. that he is a free man, the other that he 
is a slave, those that testify that he is free shaH be preferred. And, 
if they contend about a slave, each declaring that he is his, if a 
\Yitncss testify, the judge shall decide according to the witne.'S; but, 
if they testify either for both parties or for neither of the two, the 
judge shall render his decision by oath . 

If the one who holds (the person in question) lose the suit, he 
shall set the free man at liberty within 5 days, and the slave he shall 
deliver in hand; and, if he do not set at liberty or deliver in hand, 
let the judge pronounce that (the successful party) shall have judg­
ment against him in 50 staters for the free man and a stater each 
day till he sets him free, and for the slave 10 staters and a <.lrachma 
each day till he delivers him in hand. But, if the judge shall have 
sentenced him to a fine, \vi thin a year thrice the value (of the person) 
or less shall be exacted, but not more; and according to the time the 
judge slmll decide, confirming it by oath. 

But, if the slave on account of whom (the defendant) was defeated 
tnke refuge in a temple, (the dcfeudant), summoning (the plailltiff) 
in the prc:-;ence of two witnesses of age and free, shall point out (the 
Eh\·e) at the temple, wherever he may be a suppliant, either himself 
or another in hi s behalf; but, if he do not issue the summons or 
do not point him out, he shall pay " ·hat is written. And if he 
do not return him, even within the year, he shall pay in aclclition 
the sums one-fold. But if he die while the suit is progrc::Jsi11g he 
shall pay his value one-fold. 

And if one, while lwsnws, (so) seize a man, or another from him 
while lwsmos, when he has retired from office the case shall be triccl, 
and if (the delinquent) be convicted he shall pay what is written 
from the day he made the seizure. 

For one seizing the person in the possession of the defeated 
party, and the (slave) that has been mortgaged, there shall be no 
penal ty. 

If one comm it rape on a free man or woman, he shall pay 100 Rape am 

staters, and if on (the son or daughter) of an aphetah·os 10, am1 if At 

a slave on a free man or woman he shall pay double, and if a free 
man on a male or female serf 5 drachmas, and if a serf on a male 
or female serf 5 staters. If one debauch a female house-s] a ve by 
force he shall pay 2 staters, but if one already debauched, after 
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TO.tJSf., a.Z os xa. osoapva.peva.v rrsla' bpe,oa.v [ 6]osJ.ov, a.Z o€ X, ~)) vu~-
' I\\ f ) '~ }, 1 , f "' ..,.., ' ~ I.., V I ,.2 15 n ou oiJs .ov;, opxuvupa.v o r; p.sv ro.v owl.av . o.c xa. rrJ.v c -

), {}
, ~ I , - ' I' " - 5)' ' ,w spo.v ciLt<pc(i'fUU occp'fv axs uovro; xo.uwru., usxa ararr;-

20 pav; xo.raaraasf., a.Z d~tocpwv!.oJJc fWhuc;. A!' xa rr.lv O.wfJepw,; 
' [}, 0- ' ' , ) , I \\ }, - , ' - , \\ I ~ ' pocxuvv a ,s 71 .:v rrarpo; -r; ev rJ. oe .cpuu -r; ev rw avopoc;, cxarov 

aro.r1pa.v; xa.raaro.asf., aZ os x' ~!v (JJw [ 7f Jsvnjxovra, ac' r)e xa ,o.v 

25 riiJ drrsro.!.p(V oixa. . aZ oi X' 0 OlV),oc; [ rr.l ]Jv O.wBipa.v, ur:r)~ XO.TO.(]TO.as-

UJ' ac' oi xa. rliiJJ.oc; ou)J.w rrivl u. 1fpoF st:rd.rw o€ dvr! p.o.cr-

30 upwv rpuvv raZe; xaowr-rJ.cjJc; nv ba..cJ.dUvroc;, dJ.J.usO-

Bo.c b raZe; :iTS),IT' bp.ipmc;, I '[(V oe OlV}(V rlj] rrd.ar~J. dvr! 

po.crupwv ouivv. o.c' oi xa. fll~ d).J.ualjTW, drr! TUC( t),ov-

35 "" -oo (I • I . , " I - 5) • , ac 'lfJ.Sv Xl''l o.c orr7- xrJ. J.s uu),lrt. o.c os xa. <p(VVfi uoJ.w-

aatJOat, iJ,u0rJat r0v £i.0jJ;ra riiJ ir€VT'"I)XOVTOJ1TO.:rf;-

40 p(u xa! rrJ.iovc; :iTSVTOV o.0JJrov, F!v aurlj] Fha.arov ~(~c)-
, - (\ l ' ' I ' ) I ~ " ' F , apwpsvov, T(V o o.~<srrJ.cpw 'l'crov a.urov, rw us uas-

' , 0 , I, . , (. , " J , tJ 
0( TOJ.I rro.ara.v O.T€/IOV O.UT O!J f1UCXWVT C'AcV, OOMIJ(}'(J. -

45 Bw o€ pf;. ~H X' rl),/Yj,o [xa]! [ru J I vrl. (J((J.xp[!.Jvwv[T' ]w, rO. F u. 0.-
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urU.c; lxsv fire l xov( a)) f;is ~c ! r.lp TO)) avopa, xa( T(lJ xop~t(lJ r-

a:;v f;,u.!.vav, o1 X ) il ~c; T(UV F {UJJv aura; X/)l)llarwv, X ' on 
[x '] dvucpdv!J rrl.v [1tJ.hHJ. Jv fin I x' ~' xa( rrbu ararf;t)(J.v:;, a!' x' o d­

v~p ai'rwc; ~ rr7.c; F s . s0mJo; a[Z o]e cpwv!.uc o [ rlv ]1/' [ a!'rwc; 

P11l1 Jsv, TOV ocxu.[ o]ul.v 

Ofi.VUVro. X/JlllcJ). aZ oi Tt Cl ))! a cp!.poe '[{V dvopo;, 7[EJ)TC (]'[­

o.rf;rwvc; XO.TO.(}'[(J.(}'Sc, X) ore I xa ([Jip!J O.UTOv, X' ore xa. 7rap-

dfl drroiJorw aurov, WJ.I oi X ' I dfaw~a~ro.c, oexd~w. T-

U.v ruvacx ' drrorJ.oaw rrl.v >'ApJrsr1ev ml.p 'Apux)o.Zov ~trl.p rr1.v 

To~!.o.v. o-re (]§. de; 1. ' rLITOf1UjJaU.va1 rro.pd~, rrivrc (}'Tfi.T-

II. 14. [i!v' b]rlei\.6v F .-17. E7rl1r7J,nrtmfot rrevah:EVOVTO~ C.-32. rrauTal c.; rraaTij F. 
-36. r5olcoa6.00at C.; r:JwM.HraOOat F.-40. FwavTw F .-i(rr)apt6f-Levov C., BB., BZ.; iOap­

t6f-LeV01' F.; EOAP. copy.-44. fLOudovr' l"Ai:v, r5olcoa6Df1at C., BZ.,RB.; flO t;ttav rtlcev(re /,ijv) 
r:Jw l.rJaaOOatF.-46. ra Fa avrii~: so C.-47. e;rov(a )': so C.; t;r_cJv F.-iji:e : so C.; el17F. 

- 49. TCLVV77fllVavF.; ra111ff1tVavC.-53. Fe. EVIJlO~F.; (r) e [ it ] evaw~ C. ; (K)77 [p] cVIJlO~ 

BZ., BB. ; rE. copy.-54. aino~ C.; aiTtov F. 
Ill. 5-6. ain6v. C.-EKuavv~ur;rat C.-OlKCli(CJat, C.-8-9. 'A,uvKlca£wv rrap riiv ,. 

'OKutiiv C.; 'AflVKlcawv F.; 'Af-LVKAaiov: so BZ., BB. 
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daybreak an obol, but if at night 2 obols; and the slave shall have 
preference in taking the oath. 

If one assault a free women, under the tutelage of her relative, 
with intent to rape, he shall pay 10 staters, if a witness testify . . 

If one be taken in adultery with a free woman in ·a father's, Adulte1·y. 

or in a brother's, or in the husband's house, he shall pay 100 staters, 
but if in another's house, 50; and with the wife of an aphe-
ta·iros, 10; but if a slave with a free 'yoman, he shall pay double, 
but if a slave with a slave's wife, 5. 

And let (the captor) proclaim in the presence of three witnesses 
to the relatives of the man taken, that they shall ransom him within 
5 days, and to the master of the slave in the presence of two vvit­
nesses. But, if one do not ransom him, it shall be in the power of 
the captors to do with him as they will. But, if he assert that a 
plot has been laid for him, in the case of 50 staters or more, the cap­
tor himself with four others shall swear, each calling down curses on 
himself, and in the case of the aphetairos, (the captor) himself with two 
others, and in the case of the serf, the master himself and another, 
that he took him in adultery, and did not lay a plot. 

If a husband and wife be divorced, she shall have her own property Divorce. 

that she came with to her husband, and the half of the crop, if it be 
from her own property, and, whatever she has woven within, the 
half, whatever it may be, and 5 staters, if her husband be the 
cause of her dismissal; but, if the husband deny that he 'was the 
cause, the judge shall decide, confirming his decision by oath. But, 
if she carry away anything else belonging to her husband, she shall 
pay 5 staters and the thing itself, whatever she carries, and whatever 
she has purloined she shall return the thing itself; but of whatsoever 
she makes denial the judge shall decide. The woman shall take her 
oath of denial by Artemis, proceeding to the Amyldaian temple to 
the Archer-goddess. And whatever anyone may take away from 
her after she has made her oath of denial, he shall pay n f:'.t~tac and 
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al (Ji x' dJ.i.orrpc-

15 - " J- ("f ' { " I I ' , ,~ eO( Otii:t ,!j, Oft X 0 Otx(J.(JUJ.( Of10(J"{j (JIJV~(JrJO.;W. 

I' ' \ ' (}I I I 1 ' " • - s. I \ F I .1 c oJ;r;p arro avoc, nxva xo:r aMrrwv, ac xa J.TI u. ruva, Ta a 

20 aurr7.c; exuvaav orruictJtJai/t, x' ff.rt x' o dvYjo olj) xarrf. rrf. er­

paf1f1EVa avr! f1Wrupwv TplaiJv opopiwv i)wfJ~owv · aZ 
aZ (}S X(L rlrsXVOJ) 

25 xara).irr!J, Td TS Fri. aurr7( tx~lv x' or[c] x' i [vu]scd[vf)C T]rl.v ~p[c]v­

av xa[C r}IJ xaprr[(IJ T]<IJ lvo[o]fJsv rrlsorl. niJv imoa)),ovr[luv] floZ,oa-

30 V T(J.XS . , , Xa!' rC X' 0 aV~O Olj} ~ erliparrac' at OS TC (J.J).o <pf.poc, el.J-

OOWV ijpsv. AZ ()$ ruva arsxlvoc; o:;rofJdvoc, Ta TS Fa 
' - - ' 0111 ' I "' 'rf 2 ' I ( auru.c; TOe( emoau.ovac arr ooopsv x ore cvucpo.vs ro.v Yj-

35 pivo.v xa! nv xap;uiJ at x' ~ de; ! nvv F (VV o.urU.c; rr.zv ~fLiva-

v. xopcarpa a!' xa Afj oopsv ! al.!~P 0 ruvd, 0 Fijp.o. 0 OU(VOcX-

40 a aro.r1pavc; 0 auo)osxa llrarli1pwv xpeo(, rrXiov of: f11· ae' x-

a Focdoc; Focda xpcfJfj ow(v 10 rlirofJavovro(, rr1 Fri. aurr7.-

c; exsv. aV,o (J, a!' TC <pf.poc, lvoicxov ljpsv. AZ rboc ruvU. x-

45 YJ[p ]s[ UO ]vaa, t7rcASUrJU.C Tlf alvopt t7rt (JTStO.V avrt flU.CT-

upwv Tpuvv. at' of: t/r; of.;o.cjro, irr! rf!- po.rp! ljpsv TO rf.x-

50 vov . 0 rpdcp~v 7j a1rofJf.p~v, opxiiuvrepwr) 0' }jflcV TlU( xauwr-
1 \ I ' , I 2 '1 , !l>' F J , avc; xo.c Tw( patrupo.vc;, at t::TCf)t,wau.v. ac us ocxsa Te-

xoc X1P~uovaa, irrd~uaac I Tlf 7rdarq. HV avaplx;, lk w-
7rUt~ al.!Tt pwrupwv [ OIJ }IJv. 

IV w' ()€ xa pYj (3€~1)Tat, t7rt Tlj) I mi(Jrq. 1f1~V TO dxvov Tlf T-

r7.c; F ocxio.c;. at' of: Tlf o.urljj o.oj rev o;wioao 7r{IO T(V dvco.ur-

5 (;) TO 7W.toiov hr! rifJ rrdar'!- jljpsv Tlj) T(V F ocxeo(, X ' ojoxuv-

upov ljp.cv TOV hcd~uao.vjra xa! TlU( pwrupavc;. r-

10 uvrl. X1PdJO))(J' at' arrood),oc rracoiov rrp!v drrdsuaac xo.[ T ]-

a TU drpapf1BVa, nwfJepw fliev xa!'o.araa~?. 7rcVT1xovTo. 

arar1pavc;, o(v},w 1cevu xa! F!ixare, al' xa vao.fJfj. (/) o€ xa 11-

III. 28-29. fWlpiiv nz K'~[t] C.; flDlpav raK[rav] BZ.; (it)aKt [ v] BB., Blass.-38. 
F i;,ua: so C.; F tfla F .-49. rparpijvF.-w:rvte: so C.; brrvir;F.-55. ovi:Jv : so C.; rp li:Jv F. 

IV. 3-4. avTtV brrviot ri:J rrpim,y F.; av n[~] c.; avrlV BZ.; aimv OJrVlOLTO rrpo TO 

lvwvro BB., Blass. 



13 

the thing itself. If an unrelated person ass ist iu removing (the 
effects) he shall pay 10 staters aml the nmonnt twofold of whate\Ter 
the jndgc swears that he assi sted in removing. 

If a man die, leaving children, if his wife wish she may marry, 
taking her own property and whatever her husband may have g iven 
her, according to what is written, in the presence of 3 witnesses of 
age and free . But if she C'arry away anything belonging to her 
children she shall be aJiswerable. And if he leave her eh il<lless, 
she shall have her own property and whatever she has woven with in, 
the half, :m<l of the p t·o<luce on hand in the possession of the h•eirs, 
a porti on, and whatever her hushmd has g ive11 her as is written. But 
if she :::;houlcl carry away anything else sl~ e shall be answerable. 

If a wi fe should die chilcllcs:;, (the husband) shall rctnrn to her 
heirs her property, and, ·whatever she has woven within, the half, 
an<l of the prv<luce, if it be fi·om her own property, the half. 

If a husband or wife \V ish to give k01nistra, (it shall be) either 
clothing or 12 staters, or something worth 12 staters, Lnt not more. 

If a female serf be separated from a serf while alive or in case of 
h{s death, she shall have her own property, but if she carry away 
anything else she shall be answerable. 

T f a woman bear a child while liv.ing apart from her husband 
(after d ivorce), she shall carry it to the husband at his house, in the 
presence of 3 witnesses ; and if he do not receive the child, it 
shnll be in the power ~f the mother either to bring up or expose, 
and the relat ives and the 1vitnes::;cs shall have preference in taking 
th e onth ns to whether they carri ed it. Ancl if a female serf bear a 
child while living apart, she shall carry it to the master of the man 
who mal'l'i cd her, in the presence of 2 witnesses. And if he do 
not receive it, the child shall be in the power of the master of the 
femal e serf. But, if she should many the same man again before 
th e CIH1 of the year, the ch ild shall be in the power of the master of 
th e mal e serf, aml the one who carri ed it and the witncs.;;:f::'s shall 
ha.vc prefcren('e in taking the oath. If a woman living apart should 
pat away her eh ilcl before she has presented it as written, she shall 
}lay, for a free child, 50 statcrs, for a slave, 25, if she be convicted. 

Rights of 
Widmu. 

ChildTen 
ajterDit· 
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15 1 [ ( }[ ( ~} ariru., [kuc hrdsuar;lc '1 rJ.un'))) p'lj o,nf;, ( w) o) o:;-:ofJ­
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IV. ] i5-1G. ,u~[ r] t[r; ] (~)l c.; ll~[ .. ~] l F.-hrdcVIi'() ~ avrov I'~ Of'cla!, F.; l:TFirvaw 
avr6v, ,w) bpda t at C.-43-4G. B[vy]ad[rw]. ai rYe teat n'i ;.wrp[w]ia 1j 1c'itii [o]f1o[v(7]t 
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F.-52. ;tf] . 0 r' eiru oe c.; fl-'1 • OTcl(l BZ., BB., Blass; fl-~, or' ~i ' ai F. 
V. 1. yiJVa 0, of,, a ]<.; ii[ l K'] c.; o[r ]eia BZ., BB., J3lass.-4-G. ai OKOatO. ?.evroap r oc; 

~ Ji.OIJflliJV OliJVVKV. A.Ql F., text C.-14. aodrrtoL c. 
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Bnt, if the man have no house, to which she may carry it, or she do 
not :::;cc l1im, if she put mray her child there shall be 110 penalty. If 
a female serf should conceive and bear without being ma1Tie,1, the 
child .-~hn1l be in the power of the master of the father; but, ·if the 
father l>c 11ot living, it shall be in the power of the masters of his 
brothers. 

The i~tther shall have power over his eh ildren and the <1ivision of 
the p1'opeet.y, and the mother over her property. As long as they 
live, it sh:1lJ not be neeessary to make a divi~io11. But if any 011e 
(of the children) should meet with misfortune his portion may be 
di\·idcd off to him as is written. But, if a (fitther) di e, the houses in 
the ('ity nnd whatever there is in the houses in whieh a serf rc::;id­
ing in tl1e country dues not live, and the sheep and larger an imals 
which do not heloug to the serf, sha1l belong to the sons; but all the 
rest of the property shnll he divided fairly, and the sons, l10w mauy 
soevcr there he, shall recei ,.e two parts each, and the daughters, how 
many soe\·er there be, one part, each daughter. If the mother's prop­
erty ahio (he (1ivic1ed), in ease she die::;, (it shall be divided) as written 
for the father'.· . And if there shonld be no property, hut a house, the 
d<mg;hters shall receive their share as is written. And if a father 
while living may wish to give to his married c1nughter, let him give 
acconling to what is written, but uot more. But to whom he gave 
-before or promised, she shall have thi s, but shall not receive anything 
·further in the distribution. If a woman have no property, either by 
gift from f:tthe1· or brother, or by promise, or received by i11hcritance 
as (was written) when the A ithaliau Startos, Kyllos andlli~ ('o11cagucs, 
entered the ko8mate, snch shall receive their portion, hut, ngainst those 
(who received) before, there shall not. be ground for aetion. 

If a man or woman die, if there be ch ildren, or child ren from 
tlt e~e, or children from these, th ey shall have the prupcl'ty; hut if 
there be none of tlH'sc, nncl tl1erc be brothers of the c.1<.~('easc<.1, and 
chihlren from the brothers, or chihlreu from these, tlwy <:l::::-..11 have 

Division of 
P1·operly 
among 
Children. 

H eirs at Lnw 
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(I)~ lf.SV Ta XP1fWTrJ.. aZ os xa I p!; Tt~ i, TOUTltJ)), (u]s(J.)<pa't. o-
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3 :::; "\ ' "\ ';. - 'I - I 2 ' ,, " 
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VI 0 \ ' \\ ' - I \ , I' uru.rpc "1) OCU(jJ, Xff.TfJ. TU. O.UT a. 

V. 18. a&vma£ copy.-28. OITcJXct F.; orr6~e' ~l c.; 07rlj "' ~l nz., RB.-32. C/1\aaTav 

ir.'l C.-~:3. XP~flaT' arravm C.-3G. t-vaefr; : so c.; Ell(; W l [ • .--10. Fi.pa(; rLV(jW'J{par; F. 
-42. VaT1i[OOat .. . . ] ] . ; vanj[OOat nva] C.--19. (~use;, cirroVOf1-E1iy) dtv TlflGJI, F.; text ' 

COMMENT. 

CoLUMN I. 1. Thr. cnse of the free man is illu strated by tklt of Pnn­
kl con in L.n;i:1s, 23,9-12. Pankleon was livin,<r a.t Athens ns a f ree man, 
cla iming to be a P lnta ian, when a certain N ikomcdes laid ho]cl of him in 
the street, as:5erting that he was his slnve, and attempted to ca rry l1im off 
(i'lrz,., c:!\· ouuido . .,) a. · such. OtherB interfere, and surety is given that a 

brother of his would present himself ne.·t <lay to recla im l1im as a f ree 
man ( ::~-., V.::u(hp[rt. 'l t;rt.I(IZirrOw ) . The brother does not appear, b ut n 

woman puts in a claim on the gronntl that t he man \nlS her sl:n·c , a1l(l 
contests the possession of him \\·ith N.ik.ome(les (r/.p.<fcrr/1r;.-uurru. .-cp Xcl.ui'-rJim). 
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the property; but if there be none of these, but sisters of the tlccca. ed, 
and eh il<lren frc)lll thc:;e, or chil<1ren from the el1iltlren, they shall · 
have the pt'opcrty; but if t'here be none of these, to whomsoever it 
belong-s "·here there is property, these shall reeeiye it. B ut, if there 
should be no relations, tbe ldctJ 'OS of the hou. e, whocYcr they may be, 
thc:-:e shall haxe the property. 

And if the relatives, so me may wish to divide the property, and 
other:-:; not, the judge shall <lccide; nm1 all the pwpcrty :;lwll be 
in the po\Yer of those who wi l-:l h to d.i vide, until they make the 
di \·ision. And if, after the j tHl gc has rcm1ered his dec ision, anyone 
enter b:· force, or drive or C'arry otf anyth ing, he shall p:1y 10 statcr:; 
atHl double the th ing in question. And of creatures <md crops and 

clothing a.1Hl ornaments and fnmiturc, if the sons do not \ri :-;h to 
make a di\·is ion, the jwlgc nmler oath shaH decide nC'con1iug to the 
plc::td in g:-;. A nd if, when divi<ling the property, they cann ot agree 
about the <liYision, they shnll oflcr the property for ~ale, nnd, having 
sold it to him who oiler::; most, let them share each l1i :-; ju~t due of 
the values reeeivec1. And while they nrc dividing the property \rit­
ne~ses shall be present, of age, frel'mcn, tltrce or more. lf a f~tthcr 
give to a daughter, in the S<tme way. 

Finally the t wo cla imants agree to release him (r!.cpd~ rJ.( ) if :m y one else 
will set up a better claim; but he is fon:ibly carri ed a.\ray hy hi::; friends 
(cf. A isc.:h. Tim. 86, Dem. Ncair. 40). Another aspect i::: where n mun i;; 

held ns n. slave> nncl so me friend (assertor 'in libeTtcdem,) cJaims that he is 
a free man and wrongly h eld as a slave. Here the proper course " ·as to 
go before an archon, a,]L(l give securi ty for the value of the .·lave and costs 
in case the court should decide against him. It \rns the <1uty of the 
urchon to set the person at liberty on bail during the ]WIHJcncy of the 
sui t (Dem. Nen.ir. 40-5). At the tri<Ll the reputed owner had to prove 
his right to the slave, and if he wou his case he received suc.:h compensation 
as the court chose to assess , half (500 dmchmas in the case of Theokrines, 

Partit£on C!f 

Propel'l'!J 



18 

Dem. 1:127-8) o·o ing to the stnte, nnd he m1s entitled to take possession 
of the ;shvo immed iately (f-(1nith'.· Diet. Ant. p. -~79 ) . If the sbye hnd 
escnpod in the meantime, :tnd evi<lenco of such fitct \Ycre pnlC1ute{l, the 
jury ·wou lcl probably take thnt into consiclcmtion in estimating the dam­
age.· (Ibid.) . 

Tltc c:1 ~o of the "shwe" in ou r co{lc is probably ·where there is n c1i -
pnte nbotlt the 0\men:;hip, there being 110 rrucstion HS to his freedom (c.:f. 
Pbt. Legg. 914 C scq.). The law resembles thnt of Znlcukos: r.2JdJ2!'1 

r rlp TU'I :!,rJ.hr)r.ou )IIJ,IJ.(/',1 TOtJ'fll'l 02!'1 "7..{)(f.T2l'l :-ivv ri.,IJ.cpu;/fljTIIU,IJ.h(/))1 ?wr; :-~~­

x,o[ri2Wt; "''-·"· uu T~'l rl.rwd'/ riU/1/ird'l o( rc'/2rdJw, Polyb. xii, 1G. -(J.'I(/!/1. 11).~'1: 

p.oi.tw appeni::; in this inscription under the follo\\'ing forms: iwl.fJ, i, 1-!; 
twJ.iw'l:-c, i, 17; ,rwJ.~y ' i, 52, Yi, 29, Yi i, -13, ix, 28; p.nl.w,rJ. 2'/rJ.~', i, -!D, x, 22; 
p.u).ul/1.2'1(/. ' \ ', .J:-1, vi, 5;); rl.'lcp!p. oJ. ~'.I' i, 1; rl.'.lcpc,rw),(aw~c , vi, '27' ix, 20; cf. 
i, 17; rl.,rJ.<f(rudll'.l, x, '27; rf.y:-(IJ.Idu.;; , vi, :2!5, ix, 18; r/.,;n,rJ.ol.t , Yi, 26; r/.,;o,rJ.o)Juc, 

ix, 18; t~;c,fJ. oi.f;, ix, ~n: bc,IJ.n),cml.-:w, ix, 28. Every form has rclntion to 
action in a tourt of law, of wltitlt u:·agc \\'O have one pnmlkl at lc~u.:t from 
tlle lexicographerS ill the phrn:-3C, £--;-2,/JII,'J.IJ).W~' rJf.r.·1' 2!\' r;~ rb·.-(.ii!z u! 11iir. i/).011'.1 

(SLtida:-:), wh ere one party fi1ib to appc:1r at the trial. The codex of 
1-!c.-ych. rc:Hl.", f'·. }.so!· ,u.r/.1.2-:rJ.! . r.r/( ri.'IT!,'J.IIr)w. /J(r.'J, 2c'.;; ~'.1 o[ r/.~-:iiicr.uc "''-f''fYl(­

'IIIYC'r/.1. Tho tonjcctures of J\[usurus, fJ.wh!, ri.Y-:c,fJ.(u}.(fl., lm,·c hccn gcnernlly 
accepted. It is questionable if ,IJ.(f)} .. is not to he rend th roughout the code, 
though lie. ych. has fHIJ.o.:; · ;rll'.lu.:; , p.rJ./.'1, cp,o/){q,rw. · n~ well a::; /HIJ) tJ<:; · 

1.1Ji.2,1J.O.;;. [U. reads fHUJ..-. 0 abo, Dlus::;, DB.; nz. has ,'J.fJI..] \\Tith 
ri.,IJ.cp!,tJ.ul.2w \\'e may compa 1·c rl.,u.q:cr;-/1'!-:fw. 

2. 7':/'l) oiw.;;: Ul'. Isaios, 10, 2-!; Tlmk. i, 1-U, 1. 
5. i.rqrJ.()ru: Hesych. ha:; the gloss, J.rqrlr;()rJ.! · drp2T~o.c. Curtiw::~ (Et. 

182) rightl.r connects it with la11gneo, tu.ml'e. [Di ribsciurlo, C.] 
9. i!r'-/!J.·;r/.'1 ,;;,_, /J.,IJ.2,o(f.~' : Cf. Plat. Legg. 7(5(-; C., D.-::piY \\'i th SllbjunctiYc 

after attirnmtivc clause i::; unif(H·m throug·lJOut the inscription, <..'Xc<..·pt x, ~G; 
so in i,·, 10 the optntiyc [so C., BZ., DB. ; the jnf., Prof. (;il<lcr,.;l ecn']. 

10. :-/iJ 1./!l;'.lw : More simply, "As to the ti111e (,;c:pi), the ju<lg·o ~l 1 all 

decide under onth;" or cf. L)·s. 7, :) : '111/J.t':,w r rlp ,uiJ ,r1.b T:(i11-:2eou /_,flr'nou ..• 

ui)x i'b fJ!W{w.:; ~lj,IJ. WUriOw. rPoar le temp:::i, D.; dul tempo, C.; wcgen rlcr 
Zeit, B/;.; \\ cgcn der F ti;t, BD.] 

11. &,u. Yr)., -:rJ.: Sec the •provision helow, xii, 26-80, nucl I s. i), ~2 : o[ 

O!fi.!T't1-:r/!. 'i:Cf rl.rifl.'l , d fJ.i:'l tf.Y(V,'J.u-:oc IJIJYfJ.!'.r:' 11.'.1 Yj,'u7.~, r'Jw.))r/.~ac, u ~:-w ,;oc1u2('.1, 

d v2 ,u:rj; r.rt.t wl-:o'c O,'J.I/ (} (}.'/T2S' fl7r11(f'(J.'I2!ri0ac (~ MuJ.!rl. i;rou'I"";"(/.C d'IW.-ri.'.J'I{o!71! 

= rf.yrJ. '.J21J oc , with u dropped (cf. b!rir.2rl.~2c'l, Ahr. DiaL Dor. p. 188), 
and c fin· 2 as u.- ual in this dinlcct ; so iii, G. The Krctans may here 
have u:-5ed t llC middle, as the other Greeks in tho future. [C. et o1n. 

mttke this fur rf.t'"~f:ucro, with no parallel for the assimilation.] 
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1:1. iwT:·u~ : The 1 throughout; also in archaic inscription from Lyt­
tof'\, Bull. Corr. Hell en, 1K85, p. 4; ComparetLi 's minor inscription; lV[itth. 
Deut:::ch . Arch. Inst., 1885, p . 84; Hochl, I. G . A . .f78. 

1;). xrJ.i'-:rl~u.._,~: Appnrcntl)r the compa.ra.ti \·e fur UJ.(!-:u/._,r;.._,r;, zrJ.p7nim._,r;, 

(xrl,o,n(l'mc;) [:::lo C. et o?Ji.]; cf. ~rUw-;, "l'::{rm(/_ (xii, :32) .-In cascH of mur­
der :~nd tlw status of a shve, Aristotle (Probl. :w, 1;1) sn.ys that the 
prcf<'rcncc is giYell to the nccuscd, on the general principle that 1n cases 
of douht 1\·c choose the lc;;:s of t wo evils : ib-;uo; rrlp m! 7u 7ou voiJ!.ou w~ 

f.h(JO::/'r)>; 2(i7! xu:~rq'.l{u:;ru · ~roi-IJ M r)s!'/IJ72fH!'I D-:u.-; 7!~ 7ou U::uO{r;ou £v~ 

iJoiJi.ou xrJ.-::rJ.~'"f)<p!l'iYj-::U.!. Cf. :m:av i'uru~ ~·f;cpu!(i( ruli cpsuru:rz-' rl.::{; Eur. Elektr. 
12G!l . 

1(), D-::::!1()!: Snppl icrl by BJnss from ix, 150. "Verhiilt sich zu u~ \Yie 
~.~1-::slJ!)'> zu 7!r;; nuch dns Sanskrit hut yw'ams zu yas." 

20. r)(xrl/irJ::y: No Z occurs in this inscription. 
2:3. (J 2/.wli : The holder of the slave at the t ime of trial, or the 

rcpre:::enb ti ye of the free man who becomes rcsponsil>le for him and 
contluct;:; his sui t (u l'·! '~, i, 1.J.). 

:w. I:,(JrJ.,J,;:;(J{JrJ.(: TC,I)Il,7E:d)w ( ~r,no-(1: cf. ('iC{Jfl.(!. ('i<prl~W, ucprl:rrw, Boiot. 

uq:rf.Dr!w ). [~:r,r!.;sl'iOa!, C.] This prov.ision seems to contcmplnte prevent­
ing the cumub.ti\'e fi11e from pnssillg hcyoncl three t imes the value of the 
f-'1 :1\'e, \\·ithin the year. If not delivered up hy the expirat ion of that 
tim e, an nth1itional fine equival ent to this triple sum may he imposed. 
(thi::; SPL'lllS tl1c force of the plural in 47) . Cf. Dem. 69(5: ru-; 

/.{ l'f;l'iii.,IJ.'£:',)(1'1 i'iYj,'W(iCI!~~' 1./''1/J.(J.(i(',l hr' buw-:<)Y {;),m a(-;r).rl.(i((/. TaU7!/. Q(Q(J',I(J.~ ••• 

, ,~ y r;cpoO.m-.a 2~:1 7(1 0 vc.udrwu b((f.UTUU iJ::r){r,{)(}.( Zwr; 12'1 S'!.-.{(ir;.--::ps(J(I.: For 

7{1!-: -:r!. , C., BZ., DD. This is a change that may h:we .~ome analogy to 
tb;t notc(l h? IIcsycll. 7f12 · l'i2, A/1~72.;;; where rpf, according to Cnrt. Et. 
4-r/, is fin· -::F::. •t~kr/(/. ns or~h-7rla, BZ. D. takes it for 7fiha, tl1inking 
it may rd('r to n, cnse IYhere the sla.Yc lws run tmay. 

;j\1. •)(J.:;ir;; : o;(/./J2!'1 · [z:: -::::t'J2!Y . Jrfi.{Jrl. 7~ £-,,[ T~'l t (iTtiJ.Ii uJ.rwp::t!F!Y ruu~ [zha~, 

He~;yeh.; Dar('.'tc; so C., in sense . 
..J0--±1. xrJ.N(!n, rl.-;rurb;rf.-:w: Cf. Compnrctti's minor inscript.i011 from the 

vi<:inity : xr;.).~".J r/.._,7! ,IJ.rJ.cdJ,(/ (11'/ r)urlw b 7rJ.ir; -;r{._,-.::, r1.l rht:TI (J'ii:~ / i; : :lll(l the 

Drcri:minscription (Caucr, D. I. 0.2
, 121, D 00): £ ).~~.~·~~.., 2wr,-::m ~"" -::';d o; w: 

7::0/1(/P·i'·h ll."~ ii.-;rul!::.c;(J.( .-r!eui'·£w:;: Excr(' iscs in nmningwcre so promin ent ·in 
the mind;:; of the Kretn11s that their gymn:1sia 1rcre called l!r,rl/w! (~uiJas, 

sub voc., cf. Plat. Lcgg. 62.'5 D), and lads nm1cr 17 were cal1ccl. r/.-;::rlr!twiw1, 

as not yet being nlJo\\'ed to enter them regu larly (Schocmann, Antiq. Gr., 
p . 308, Eng. Trans.). Here 1re find the (lesig11ation of those above 17, 
a nt Spnrtn. they 1rcre called (icpw,n::ir;, from their addiction to baJl play­
ing. At '27 they were called u::xd.vrwp.o1 (Hesych.) . Sec more below, vi i, 
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35 seq. [CeremoninJ witnesses in the code are of age ( i, -!0, iii, 22, v, 

53) , cviclenti.al witnesses onl y above p uber ty ( ix , 46), BZ.J 
4:3. ().i,nr; : As ii, 2-!; usually u)),(Jr;. Such variety i;:; common in this 

inscription. 

-!5. t rrl(t.,rJ.brt. : 1/i)(/..'1-.'J.bm, Gortynian inscription, Bull. Corr. H ellen., 

188:'5, p. 18. -,IJ:r/J' : F or position, see my Heruclotus, vii , 1 G, 1!1. 
50. xr;..-((i7()Ji 2T : Th e c is n mist:=tke of t he stone-cutter, no doubt, as 

it does not occur nguin with the fut ure. T h i!:l verb is for t he Att. 
-x.a.-rJ./Mi).w, r.rJ..-o . .- {fh;/1.(, 

51. wli,u.low : The kosmoi were co mmon to all Krctau tmrn:-:; of import­

ance, and fo rmed :=t board of ten (Ari ::;tot1e; on ly six are named in the 

Gortynian inscript ion, Bu ll. Uurr. Hell C~n. , 1fi8;), p. 1})) elected mmtwlly, 

as is most probable, fro n~ among the privilegc:d fa.milics. "They \rere 

the highest civil and military authorities, lead ers of the army in \rar, 

presidents of the Couu cil and the popubr assembli es, ancl ·without doubt 

a lso juclgc~ or pr esiden ts of t he courts." Scl1oema.un. A ri:'ltotle tom pares 

them to the E phors at Sparta and f':l.)'S t l1a t they ktvc t he same authority 

(Pol. ii, 10, 0) , and that it often happens that some of tlH·ir ±Cllo \Hnngis­

tratcs or private citizeni:i combin e to expel t hem from office, and t hey 

are permitted to resign even in the midst of their term (PoJ. ii , 10, 1:3) . 
I. 5~-II. 1. Among the many pof'sib ilities here, I ha\·e f()JlO\rcd the 

text and interpretation of BB., cl ue for the most part to J3Z. T he com­
parison of ~ 7.' r/:;;: o 67~ to (/.;'/.(I. ll7i:llli70.'17( in the Drerian illSGri pt ion (Cauer, 

121 , C 20) is certain, as I have felt sure from the outset, and renders 

Blass' fj needless. T he ret irement of the lcosm(Js f rom office is stated con­

ditionally , as is done in the case of death ( iv, :-n, v, H), " ·here" if" fairly 

becomes "when·" in effect, nn ambigui ty whi ch JUay have been influ enced 

by that of the participle. No suit fo r such seizme shall he brought by 

or against a kosnws during; his te rm of office. 'l'hat a general prohibition: 

from seizure by th e kosmos existed elscwl1 ere in Krete at a later t ime 

seems dedu cibl e from t he inscrip t ions rclrtting to the 'l'cinn right of 

asylurn (Cauer, 123, ] 2-!, 12!5), where it is fo nn cl necessary to gi \·e him 
express p ermission : d r.rf. 7' ( ~2<; rlpu"~•c Tr;tu~· ~ r0s- r.rJ..-uwl'l-:-a~· -;;:u.i' , w'nr/i~', 

o[ %1Jii,'WC %11.( r~AI.or,; u J.io'.l AurJW'IW70.'.1 » ~l'r; i1o '.l ('updu,IJ.iY uc xrJ.( /)u) r) 'l 72~' ru!r,; 

(J)}!%fj,U. {'I U(S' :I.Ufi { IJC 21iHn 6 (/.'.1 ,-IJ[ r)2 %fJ!i,IJ.IJ( o[ 71J%r!. r/.2( %01i/1.1/IJ'ITEr,; } -;;:ri.YI/.j'%1/.~IJ'ITW'.I 

J.-;;:oo!r)rliJ£1! r our,; 2z rl·r:w; r/.~(/./1-{uc J"~.-2r,; w! rl.'lu-;;:u,){r.ot . P ersonal execution of 

a judg ment appcnrs to be impl ied by our code.-The proYi l:! iun ru11 Oi: 

v2'1 1W/J.{'.Iw ••• would seem to render i, 27-38, unnecessary; h ut case of 

contumacy ·where powerful families were prone to such Yiolcnc;e ns Aris­

totle dc;:;cribes (Pol. ii, 10) might be frequ en t.-w.-ra2(1J.2"~""~ : x, 2G; = 
Attic u -;;:ux <::!fJ .• , Dem. 816. - U.~r- a·ru'l1 BZ., BB.; U. -;;:-uxrv'l, C. 



21 

CoLUMN II. 3. b.rr-: u'J r;--: rt. --: l}e(/.')r; : Solon punished rape by lOO drnchm~s, 

sedudion b.'' 20 ( Plnt. Sol. 2:3) . The statcr is usually of guld, and worth 
20 clrachnws at .Athens. The Aig-i.netan stater whi ch ,.,·as ~- larger is 
mentioned by Do:-:indns as in use in Kretc (Athen. 1-±3 b), but he dof•s not 
say that it was of gold. Silver statcrs occur in a fine of a hundred in the 
H iumpyt11 iaH inseript.ion, Caucr, 117, 5, and arc eertain ly meant 1H:re 
(x , l .J-:~J, x i, 31- :1o) . The A iginet:m silver stater was worth 2 clmclunas 
(the proport ion in i, ..J.-D), a.ml co in s of th is size, ns well as clr:whmas of 
Gortyn:1, arc .kno•sn with the legend Trli''u .,o~' ru ;rr;.T,u.(J. (Momms. Geschieht. 
1\()m. 1\Iiinz.w., p. ~- -!- ; sec Comparetti's fac-s imile). 

fi . t't.;-; 2 ,,~.~·/,w: Tll c single instance of the occurrence of rl. cr £--:rupor; in 
onr literary :-;ourccs is in Pollnx (:-.~ , ii8), " ·here he censures the historian 
Theopompo;-; for using r/. ;ro). ! ,(/.~ , rl.cp£:-rt.~p~J(, and r/.;-; rt.fh;Yr!.To!. The eyident 
sense of ull th ree is non-citizens. Here, too, it designates the same, those 
·wh o were exclude<l from the t 'wf12Tw, or mess-com panies (::;ee x, 38), in 
whi ch all c.:iti zeus were enrolled. The gradation of l-ines in this ta ble 
show::; that their position in the community wns regarded ns t en t imes 
mea ner th:tn the free person, bnt four times higher than the Fo1z2t) r;. The 
contrast \\·ith the free person may seem to exclude the metic nml frecclman, 
and irHli eate some other condition of dependence. From So::;ikmtPs and 
Kullistm to::; (Atlten. 2G:i) _it has been inferred that there were fonr suhj cct­
cla . · ~ es in Krete,-fi.rst, the purch~tsed house-shvcs ( vii, ll, ii , ll) of the 
city; next, t\ro clas:-;es that are compared to the h elot::; of Lakeda.imon, (1) 
the ldu.rotai or aphcuniotai who lived upon, ~md cultivated, the estate's of 
private persons in the country (iv, 34), and (2) the rnnot:tai, who were 
attached to lLncl cultivn,ted the extensive domains of the state, from IYhi ch 
came in nmch of the revenue that supported the public tables, for men, 
women and children. Lastly, we shoLLlcl expect a body ofpetioikoi of still 
hi gher rank, corresponding to those of Lakedaimon, and Sosikratc::; npp<"n rs 
to assert the existence of such a class. He is followed by Hoeck, l\[i ill er, 
Schoemmm; while Grote n,nd some others dis::;eut, inasmuch as Ari::;tutle 
uses the wor 1, Lut seems to restrict it to a comparison with the he]ots 
(Pol. ii. , 10, ~; 5, 16). In this code, r}w).u~' is a general term inclu(lin g :my 
form of ;:;ervitude (so Aristotle) ; Fu1z2tJ.;- is restricted hy iv, :1~ C a.ncl h;s 
dependence on th e mnster (;-;ri.ums) to tl1e klarotai. \Vhether it ma.y ever 
in chtLle the 1nnoitai I see no evidence to decide. On tltc whole it :-:; ecms 
to me most likely that the ctphetrtiros is the perioiko.s or u;-;rjz uo.;- of 
Sosikrn tes, who "were merely dependant.' , and in no sense members of the 
State under whose dominion tbey stood" (Schoemann, Ant. p. 80:)). 
[C. regards the rl.cphwpor; as a species of Od;02po~', whether . uftcring from 
a<!p.{a, a pe1'ioikos, (nru ,u.dw'l, or what not; D. as a freedman, BZ. as 
perioikos]. 
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8. Fu!z£1,~·, i::; Homeric and archaic ; Fu1da, now known for the fir<::t 
ti1nc. 

lJ. bi!uO u~{rJ.'I: Formed like "flurrO{t~wr;;, b 7'o(j0{/! wr;;, etc., J3Z. 
14-. m;rf t/.:,.terJ.'I, ~v vu:-:-1 : Cf. ;rrj7'e b ~Jux-:-! fJ.-rjTe 1.::t1' r'i.,u.trw:;, Drerinn 

inscri ption, Cnuer, 121, A 40. The ass imilation in 11ur:-{ has it · pam11el 
in J u:-:-rl~ for 1l uz,rl~· ; cf. Cauer, 117, 3-2-J., a nc1 tl10 Italian notte. 

l u. ,_;imw:-fr,rJ.\1 : Cf. iii, 50, iv, 6. If t1ro parties offer them elves for 
the ofltb, the right to s1vear belongs especially to this pn,rty, J3Z. 

18. rf.z:: /)(JvTor:; : r/.xr::t) r:: ! • T'l} 1n::T, I-Icsych. [8o D. , DB.; = r/.r.ouo~Jror;;, DZ.] 
The ztJ. th(j'(;_r;; is not lin1itcd in this illsc ription to rebtives by mnninge 
(cf. xi i, 27; x-'J iJ:: r, ru.{· uunD::Tr;;, w rrl.l.{IYJurmvr:;, Hesyeh.) . 

20- 21. fJ. u. ! :-u~· : N at ura11y the one who rescue(l the maiden.- (/. U.::06 : cf. 
ii , HO, \", 24, Yii , 10, ix , 42, x, .J-4- , xi, .J-, L!.2. The laws of Dmko (P:llls. 
ix, 3()) nnd of Solon (PJ ut. Fol. ~2:1) allowed the cnptor to slny the nd.ul­
terer t:tl.; en in the net, n:-; did the Homnn hnr, 1rhere nlso a cli:;tinetion is 
mn(le n:;, to t he house (Pnul. S nt . ]i, 26) . At .Athens compcnsntion wns 
aho n<l1nitte<l (De m. N cair. ():)-6G), or prosecution. In the e:ulicst days 
11 0 jnununity exi:;tccl for slnyillg the adulterer (Pans. ix, 3G). 

:~ -1. 2 ::~ 7'11\' : iii, M~, iv, 1, 6, 1D, 22, 37 , v, 32, vi, 17,:-18, etc. 
;;;:.; , At ..1\ thcm;, after the conyiction of the rHll!ltcrcr the ('aptor "may 

<1o 1\ ith him n · l1e ·will ," without a m :-npon 0::1 :--u'0 /J! 7JJ. rr:-Y;r0w r111::u 

2rJ. 2!{'ui!'uu /.l'~ rr ()(f.( t:n tl.11 fJnu}:r;OB, Dcm. Ncair. GG) .-hion-z-!: v, 80, .J-2, 
x, J 8, xi , ;::n ; ),::inll•or;;, Yiii, 22; ).dmrru:; , Yii, 42; ).~, iii, 18, :37, iv, 48, 
Yi , 7, vii , :)7, :)2, 5:3, etc.; h {u! , Yi ii, 13, 2!3. 

;)(). n u /c~r;t;.Oflru : ri.Mxw-; 2.::!/ir::/JouhDuOr!.! , Dem. 1 Ten ir. GG. The en se 
of Epninctos :tgaillSt ~teplwnos there 1rell illu :::;t ratcs thif' rendin g. F. 's 
,)w i. (VutJ.fltJrJ.! is fayored by the mamL·eript rendi11g of Acl. V n.r. H ist. xi i, 
] :Z, l. -:::-::e rl. rru :--n i'J·r;twrr(~J.. 2ir;; uro.'~l' ''-'> ::r::~J:--rjzo~J:--rJ., x. r . J.., 1\·hi eh has been 
ynriouf;J.,- emencl(•(l , the ren din g of Pcrizonius, d rr r::;:erl. rr r,r::ro, according 
mth('l' wiL1t l)o/.(vr,rdJOrL!. Aclinn is spcal· i11g of the ~Hlul tcrer nt Uort.Yn n. 

:w. ;:h -:-u'l: Cf. Pomptiu , Pont i tt.~ ; BZ. C. compare;-; thrsc ndditionnl 
oa th -taker;; to the "nath-belpcrs" in old GcrJilan l<l\L Yet tl tey might 
at tin tc,-; be nctunl 1ritnef'scs of the fi1ct, as when E uphil etos takes care to 
lHillg IYitncss to his takiug of EnttosLhones (Lys. 1, ~2:3-24- ) . 

-J-0 . F!:; w):-tfj: .A poJlonios Dysk. <le pron. p. 106, Bcl.;:k. , qnotcs tbe 
f(lllo ,,·in g from Hcsiod, of En<lymion : <(:; () ' u.r):-tfj 0(1.'1(/.rou m,u.[rJ.r;;.­

!.-::rJ.{'!rl,r,.2 '1m: Cf. (UfJ. nr;c:~J ?. ;wJ. r:: uz11 tu.u•if xo.! roT-; 7iWu(:; ~ '-Of!WfJ. f: lln>; (Ly .. 12, 
10); an d the Krdnn imprecations in oaths, Caucr, llG, 117, 121. 

.J-:i . ::rJ.rr-:-o.\1 : cf. vii, 1+. 
-d(i . Fri. u.r),il.c; : Fahricius makes this one IYOrd throughout (ii, 48, iii , 

1<\ 20, 82, :Ju, .J-2, i\·, 2G, x, 3~); it js the po;:;scs;:;ive and the personal 
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P.TOnoun, exactly similar to the or<liuary reflexive posscssiYo, ns in •oi~ 
u;u~'l w:r~u::,, Soph. 0. H. 12~18 ; Otl. o G~- :-3, u :ZG:2; Isnios, 3, 70-71. 

-±7. !/-:r : ii, .)J, iii, 20, iv, :32, Yi, 5, 8, viii, 8, ix, 4:-3, xi, -±. The \rife's 
propert~r i:;; regarded throughout as :1 separate and imlivichml possc;-:::;ion, 
and \\"HS kept aprnt as f~tr a::; possib]e. As at Athens, it IY::ts retumed in 

ca:::c of cli vor~c, e:x.~ept for adultery on the p:trt of the wife, 1rhich mny 
be implied hclmr.-'l)is: Cf. Is. 2, 9; Ttf. [,t;.rl--.:w. !J. ~}J)sy i:J..uur,u. -.a/'' tx:::i'l ll'l. 

4U. --.:rf.yy: Cf. Tu'l~~' vii, 9.-Y;,t;.{yrJ.'I: Y;,IJ.frTrJ.'), viii, .J.-1~ : Often throughout 
for b . 

5:2. Pabricius pnnctnntes with a pcrio<l after rr--.:o.--.:1ea')~' and conuna 
nfter F:::. :::r')(rro~, \\·hicl1 gives :t harsh construdion of the Lwguago. Yet 
at Athen::s the do\rer mts retunw<J in ca::;e of mutwtl agreement to sepa­
rate. ~cc Lolow, xi, -±G-53. 

5:3 . F .o[I.J:::r!r,w~' is tcmptillg. I a<lv:mcecl the theory some years ago 
(Phncnciaus, p. ] 16) Lhat tl1is stem sccmc<l capahle of the dig:utuwt in 
Homc'r, and colllpnred tbe 1\ ypriote FiiF dhltm. [U. reads --.:~i.~t) rrw~', del 
frdto. Z'li':::')r,u,r:;, l3Z., BB., lu~s everytl1in g in its f~tvor but the copy.] 

CoLUMN III. 8. Artcmis nppcar::> among the (lcitics S',Ynrn by in the 
oath uf the Ilicrap,rtninns, Uancr, 11(), and the Drcrians, 1:21. Cf. Ditt. 
~.I. G. 11:3, 10. Her telllple in Gortyna is nJcntioned as t1JC chief sanc­
tunry of the city, " ·here llann ibal tlepositocl l1is wealth (Ncp. Han., D); cf. 
l'u/'-:u ~(i!a ~ 'J/Hf'';'J, f.)).ucrtl~m, Hecrl,tJ.(J.i'--.:r"J, 1\:.allim. Ilymn to Artcmis, 1UO. 
-Acconling to Konon (l'ltot. Bekk., p. 1:?7) Gortyna \ras founded by 
Dorian~ hum the L:tkcdnimoni:m Amyklai. A town AmykJnjon in Krete 
is noticed hy late writers as posses::;ing a harbur, but it::; situation i::; not 
kno\rH. 

9. Tu;{(/.') : Like the Homeric iol.f.W(l(J., ' 102 ; -:n;rl iia,tJ.')O'I "A/'7"2,'1.1'1, Eur. 
Hipp. 1~-.)l.-r/.;;-n,tJ. ourbrr'f: Phto (Lcgg. D-±8) kls some good remarks 
upon the value of such an o:1th of denial in early times as colllpnrcd 
\Yith hi s <nm, nncl the Spart;ms appealctl to tJ1e Ddphi:1n omde as given 
by IIeroclotos, vi, /:ill . According to Plato, Ulwdamanthos im;tituted a 
quick nncl easy method of deciding :uits, by giving the oath in all cases 
to the parties in tli:-;pute. Here the oath i::; g iven mostly to the at·cused 
pnrty, iii, U, -!~), iv, G, ix: , 5-L [Originally the oath appc~uc uniYcr:::n]ly as 
an oath of exculpation. \Vituc;;ses at Athens were sworn; not so here, 
nor in . many systems of la1r, BZ. They regard ii, 15, iii, 50, as of a dif­
fh·cnt e]mqteter.J 

12. zr,{u~: Cf. rhoEt')u-:w Tlh: zeio~ fJ w auJ.rJ.rrr;, Kretan inscripticn, 
Bull. Uorr. Hcll6n. 1885, p. 11.-at:m/y: This form occurs too frequently 
(iii, -±, 5) ns an appareut neuter, to be a mere grammatical enor. It con­
forms to -:au-:1)"~, -ruw!nm. Per contra Fbaa•u, vi, 31. For similar forms in 
modern Chiotc and Kypriote see Heinach, J.lfan-uel de Philol. Class. n. p.177. 
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13-15. um2c;rl.r! iJ;;, r,u',12r,rul.;w : Obtnined most easily in form from 
uU'.I2XM.r-::uJ [BZ., BB., Blass], in sense fi·o111 r,u')2;rlrw [C.] , 1rith c forma­
tion in present. To "assist in packing off" is picturesque Eng;lif'h.-u 
OC7JJ.(j7"fl.>; cJ,fJ.fJ(j!;: 0 rfJ~h,rar;, u ocw.urT;c;, (U,fJ.'IU2 1/U.'JU. wl. 1\"/Jfi.CfU.c; ;rr/!i:.'.l ii.rJ!Xc:!'.l 

Llrl.if>'Jl',i (Loug·os, ii, 17). 
17. At Athens a. widow with children co ulll leave her husbnnd's 

home, taking 1rith her all her clo ,rer, and her relatives gi,,e her again in 
marringe (Dem. 1010), or she could he left to another husband by will of 
the deceased (Dem. 81-J., 1110). A second. marriage ,,·as no douht admis­
sible a}:o if she \\'e L·e left eh il(llcss, both in this code (cf. viii, 3-+) nncl at 
Athens. Plato wouhl have l~cr sccon<l marriage depend on her nge, 
L egg. 930. In the event of her dying childless the property r everted to 
her relatives , as here. 

20. w:-rl. -.rl. ~rtJ rJ.,IJpba : x, 1 f5. For such :1 gift at Athens, sec Lys. 
32, 15. [ Present made 01~ approaching death, to co mpcn,;ate for (lcpri­
vation of rlower-right to husb"and's propcrt.v. Not Attic, BZ.J 

:23. i:''.locxm : Equivalent in sense throughout this code to t l1 e hter 
trr:r!iho , as in the convent ion between L yttos ancl Malln, Bull. 8orr. 
H el1 6n. 1885, p. 11. 

27. "i'J1Jo02'J: Cf. o p.b J.2T.pa,fJ.bur;; 2!'r; ruu r,hou, 6 o' i:''! IJU'J U.J.m2{.rJ.2'J Or;;, 

Dcm. 10-±0, 10-J.S. 
3'7 . xr!i'-'"7{)(1. : Tu ?,orm cpnprl, u fJ.urfM.;; x1i,wu:-pm (Pollux) . Rclnll'd 

for s:wing the life of Agamc111non (Aisch . .Ag. 9U!)); pay for Lringing 
up K erbcros (Eur. Here. Fur. 1387). I s it here a present to a bride to 
cany wi th her? [So U., D.] Solon lilllited this to three gnrment::; and 
appu r tenances of emn1l va lue (Plut. Sol. 20). [BZ., fun eTcdicia; also a 
conjecture of mine hecn.use of context; cf. Plut. Sol. ~1. The Eng1ieh 
funeral rin gs might be compared. "Pflegeentgclt bei der Ehc:::ehei­
dung," BB.] 

38. F ~~}.(1.: r~iJ.rJ. · £;,.rhco'J, Hrsych. 
41. r)ww : ~ (UW: Cf. iv, 21' 27' vi, 2, ix:, 33, 41. 
42. ri.J.u0a'lri'.l-.uc;: {;.cOu,fJ.W • • . J.ufJ!.rJ{Jw .• • 1.rl:-2pm ~ ~rru·r;:-·(; (U'.I~ 

rJ.~.tAc;-.:2 ru"J ri."Ji'J,or;. Cw'l-.rJ. ~~ :-dwnjr,rJ.'J7"o~' •u'~ ohm wi-.ou (fsriios, 3, 8; cf. 
3, 7S, Dcm. 1010). r/.;-.:r!hc1'~'> is used of leay ing the hu sband's Jwme to 
retu rn to relatives, as well as of d ivorce, and here refers to both IYith 
great conciseness. 

4-t.. X'J f2 0 (J',I(j(/. : z1e(/.. i; (J.2Trl. rri./W'.I ;r(; (jU'JOC/.fi/iu(J. r/.')r)p{, lfesych. The 

alternative is between their living apart directly afte l' marriage, as at 
Rparta, nnd as Strabo expressly mentions in Krete ( -t-82), or after (l i,·orce. 
The connection and proYisions seem to demand the latter. [So D ., BZ., 
BB.; willlow, C.] See the case of the wife of Knllius in Andokidcs Myst. 
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12:3-126, nnc.l the chughter of Nenirn,, D em. 13G2, 51, 136-i, 56- 8. At 
Spnrta to bring up or expose a child was not in the power of the father, 
but it had to be submitted to the eldest of the tribe (Plut. Lykurg. J 6) . 

45. hr2hurrru : Sl10wn: to be transitive hy the minor inscriptiof1 pub­
Hshed by C., 1rho al,' o cites Uw r;iw · oC'r;w, Hcsych. 

5-L F .'s c:-;;:ui7J is contradicted by ·xriil 2t'J u')(i(£ and iv, 10. 
COLUMN IV. 1. hr'i Tcfl ;rr/.r;''!- 0,u.2o;: Probably » Tflrl.<pc') ~ i/.-;;:u0 {,u.2o; :u-e 

to he supplied from iii, 49 (cf. iv, 9-1-:1:); but nctual possession is also 
implied. At A thens such marriage as 1rns allmYccl' to slaves \rHS habitu­
ally bet\rccn those of the same master, and the children follow ed tlte con­
clition of the mother. Plato would give the chilcl of a female slaYe, by 
whatever father, to the master of the female ; but the chi ld of a male 
slaye by n, f ree womn,n to the master of the _male (Legg. 930). Here, 
th e law is laid clO\m only for cases where the serfs belong to cliHerent 
masters, but it i:::; not likely that marriage was abmys contracted in this 
1\·ny. The right of a master to the eh ild whose parents were both his 
serf.<; is taken for granted. The serfs of the middle ages could not marry 
withollt the consent of the master. 

3. ,~1; ai),cf; : If she should be divorced, and re-mnrried within the 
same year, the chilli of thn,t year shall belong to the master of her hus­
band, not to her early master to wh om she would return upon her 
diYorce. He-marrying the same husband is contemplated Yiii , 22-23. 
"For the same master" BZ.; "snbito di nuovo," C.; "si la .femme 
epouse de nouveau le meme homme," D.; so BB., Blass, whose reading 
is here acceptecl.-(J.Ci,c'): Cf. t ;ru/.zco;, BZ. 

7. '(~') bch/Jr;o.o;,a : The masculine is intended to include the master 
who acts as the representative of the serf, as the w.owra.[ for the free 
1romnn, iii , 50. 

15. r;drrJ.: The house is an important factor in the proceeding, iii, 
4G ._:_Di7uc : Cf. xi, 5, u( , Cnuer, 117, 17; TU[· liloz, Kp~-:zr;; , H esych. 

lG. u/1~ (ru): If this is right (w being repeated hy the stone-cutter 
from the following w, as i7W, viii, 9 ,[Ho BB., Blass.] ), the formal act of 
going is rcgnnled as suffi cient (cf. viii, 87-38) , the wit11esscs testifying 
later if ll ecessary to the performance of the duty. [The foll<nring •~P~ 
illustration is noticed by BZ. from Roman law, (Dig. 25, 3) : P ennittit 
(qit?n· mvlieri, pw·enti·ve, ·in c1~jHs potestcde est, ~'Cl ei cui ?ncllldatwn ab eis est, 
si pntet prae_qnatent, clenww1:aTe ·intra dies trir;intct post clivorti1tm connu­
menwdos ipsi mcw·ito, vel paTenti in C1{jus potestcde est; a·ut clomwn clenun­
ciare, s·i n:nllills eo?"H?n copia1n habeat. Le mot dpdw est le subjonctif 
dori en du \'Crbe rJ,orl.w, D.; opt. as i7(£fHr;zrm'), Cauer, 119, 31, BZ.J 

28. brbanm : This form nlso in the Pcrgamcnirw inscription, C. I. G. 
35G2.-oa-r7JOOu.c: Cf. 30, 38, v, 30, 32, 34, 42, 45, 51. 
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20. rl-. (1. 02/7): 30, vi, 23, 43, ix, ] -J., x, 21 , 23, xi, 3-t-, -!1. A mon o· v 

th e Lokrian::; a la\\· fo rbad e the f<cl li11g of property unl es::> one could ;-;l1ow 
that ;-;ome g1\;nt llli ::>fu rtnn e had hefa1lm1 him (Arist. Pol. ii, 7, G.). [BZ. , 
BB., Bla ~ · wou lcl confine r'l-. r1, etc., to fin es.] 

!3:2. Th e hou.- cs in the ci ty nl·e regunlc<l ns especially tbe h on~c::; of 
the heirs (viii, ]-~) . These, 'ritl1 th ei r contents, ns 1rell m; a n y hou.·es on 

the estates in the c;onn try , if not occupied by se rf~, go to the som:, to12-·cther 
'"ith t he cattle bclo11 ging to the dcucn:-;l'(l. Bu t the hou:-:es inlwhi tccl by 
the serf.-; lwlongecllike the Sl' i'f~ tlwm::;clve::; to t he soil, mH1 1rcre reg:mlccl 
ns part of the property proclu c; iug incorne, of 1vhi c:h the dan gl!ter::; lwd 
their shnre. It \rill he scc·11 thn t Lhc serf furni she<l his hou:-:c fwm l1i::> 
own means, an<l c;oulcl po~::;c:::s cnttle in hi ::; O\\'ll right, npart fron1 th n:::<' of 
his m:1ster, \\·hieh prolmbly li e also te11dC'd.-b -;-;tll. ! - b! J..Cui''!- : The 
snme c;ontrnst in the JlicrnpyLuian in::;cript ion, Cuuer, 11 U, 10 : i:'') • ' u.i) :-ai.<; 

'":'U. !~ ~:r~ i.£()~ 7.fl. ! t~( T~ J.O)/' tf . 

43. The Athenian law made no cli ~ tin ct ion in these roln tiom; hchyccn 
real and pe r~o nal estate. ~Oll S rcc:civca all the property in rqu nl ~lt:nes, 
hut ''"ere expeetccl to gi,,e the claughtcrs a Sllitnhle marringc port ion, 
mnintnining th em mean\\·hile. Plato (Lc12·g. 0:28), ''"ith his .:pcc:ifie num­
ber of lot::; in the state, 'wulc1 have the ft1th er f<elect m1y one of hi :-: ::-:ons 
tu succeed him in po:- ·cs;:; ion of the lot nncl its appurtcmmtc:-.;, hu t the 
snccc~;:;or is not to receive anything· furth er if th ~ rv nre other so n:- ; to 
thc ·c t1l e fi1 ther m:t.y give n;:; he pleases, and to daughter:-.; if no t bet rotlH:d. 
Rtraho ( .JR2), after Ephoros, say ::-; that in Krete the <lm\'er (<f2,1!') 'l;) of a 
daughter " ·lto has brothers is half the porti on of the brother. This in 
our code is not a c1ower but an inheritnn ce, thong·h it mny be paid pro­
spcctiyely us do\\· er in whole or in part, and has t1lC ahoY e lillli Lat ion. 
[At Dclphoi and Tenos, daughters succeeded to a port ion of the p roperty , 
BZ.J · 

47 . This seems to m an tlwt the f1au gllter received one pmt in thl'cc. 
It is to be remembered tha t fl:mglltcrs were mnintained f1·om the public 
tabl es, :mcl broth rs co ttld make them 11resents (v, 8). 

i)~ . [ (~-.d~L: Cf. UT2<,1), Ion .; -. ::Tm • -;-;oim , k!'~:- 2~' , 1-fe:-.vclL , BZ.]- 77
1
no 0': 

Bcf(rre this code wc·nt in to opcmtion; cf. Y, f<. , \'i , 2-+, ix , 1'7 , xi , 21, xii, 
17, nncl 'ir)wz2.-b{rr-;-; 2Y rr2 : This menni11 p: arises fron1 the libation poured 
to rat if:r t l1 e transaction ( v, 3, vi, 11, 1-±, 19, '21, x, 2.'\) . [Cf: spunderc, C.; 
dos aut clotnr ... aut p1·omittitw·, Ulp. Fr. Yi, 1, BZ.J 

COLUMN V. 5-G. \V e l1ave here the date of the co<le, acco rding- to 
kosmoi, nnd the point fmm 1Yl1ic;h it wns to go into operati on; cf. D-.2 ~·,;i.w') 

S!'rrfp ,;,') rlpp/Y , Dcm. 1] 3:3, ] 100; 77{1l'J ~ ~'r/}.(1)')1,( up;w, Plt rt. Sol. 10. 
The reacling and explanation of the pnsf'a ge arC' rlu e to C. Halhherr 

discovered an i11scription of Lytto · of the imperial peri o<l, in \rhich the 
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r,-:r.:,n-:ur; is mrntioncd :-t::; a c1ivi::;ion of the people, separate from the 
tribes, ::md liC'f')'Chios gives ri-:rl.i''ll(. IJ.[ rrl.~=:!o; -:uiJ r.:i.10o u~-. ln tlle Drerinn 
i11::;cript iun (Cnucr, 121; cf. Bull. Con. Hell6n. 188:), p. 1G), A dlrdtw'), 

in t1JC expression 2r.:( -:raY AWrJ.U(IJ'), Xl117fJ.u).,,w') Tiu') r,u/ k u[tf- xo1 kc:(p/.J.1;J, h~ts 

been suppo:-;tcl to rcprcflcnt the family from wb ich the kol)nwi \\·ere elected. 
The presellt rcncli11g refers it to the G-:rl.,w:or; from 'rhich the lwsmo1: of tl1:tt 
year \\·ore cho~cn. C. supposes th~tt each G-:rl.e-:u~', like the tribe, possessed 
::1 name, nn<l tbrtt t]J c right of electing kosmoi \rent round in rotati.on 
amon~ them. 

10. It \\ill he ob:;;crvccl that no right of disposal of one's property hy 
" ·il1 is recop:nizc<l in the code. This permission was i~1troclucc<l nt Atl1 eus 
b)· Ro1on (Plut. SoL 21, Dem. 11 00), where the right of heredita ry trans­
mission " ·as mueh the same ns here laid clom1, (1) to immediate descend­
nuts, ( :2) brothers or brothers' clesccndnnts, (3) sisters or sisters' desceucl­
mit~ ; t l1 en more remote, mflles taking precedence (Dem. 10()7). 

27. xi,i/./l"r;: J\s at Athens, in dd imlt of hloocl rcbtio11s tllC property 
passed to tllC rbu~' OL' gen. (Grotc, IIist. Gr., Part II, Ch. 10), so here the 
klw·os SC' cms to represent the ue3ecn<l:mts, ho\revm· remote, hut ;-till 
t rnccd (<.f. ~-u us- rirr(i nl)') b:rrriJ') ru'xtrv'.l , among the Epizcphyrian Lokri::tns, 
rolyl1. xii, .G, R), of the original Dorian settle t· on the original nJlotmcnt 
of land (cf. r) ,r,.uzri.Tcous-, Aritit. Pol. i, 2, 5). [The xi.rJ.,nwuu, C., 'rho com­
J1:1l'('S the Homnn cliente8 ; so BZ., BB., Blnss ( \roulcl they then lwcome 
emancip:\>trd '?); those designated by lot, D .] Polybios ( \'i, 4G) kne~r of no 
rc;;;tri ction in the })Ossession or division of landed property in Krete, 110r is 
there nn,v snch restriction in tl1is code. On the contrary, a. premium is 
set upon division, below in lines :-32-34 (cf. IIm. r; 200) . 

20. o[ 2 ;:c 1 ~rUI.m-:e:. : K insmen in any degree ( ef. Hclt. i \', 115, Luke 
_·v, 12), except when us8u of tl1o heiress ( Jr.:ui=:'l): then it i::~ limi ted by 
vii, 15-27. 

3l. IJwi. ~rJ.(: The Athenian l;{nJ dr; 1~(/.T'QT{V ') (/.:
1

/IW(') (Suidas, r) rr:c:TGO !!.! ) . 

3G . bu21-(J : C. r.:(J.,orl. : . .'w cr,omc, ?:rxi/l '.lrt. 1;1r; e: 1'w · ruu-:-2u c-c derwo') !"Jrt. ~u,"c:/Jfhil, 

A1ll'. II, p. :~-1:0. I originally ncceptec1 b-rrc:[ri as BZ. For a third verb ,,·ith 
b.y;; :r) c.~ tf'?i sec Plato, Lcgg. 880 A, 88.J., c!.r"[J Y; cp f ,u!J Y; Y./1~-:-w; cf. I:-;. 8, G2. 

39. -:-'JrJ.-:iv'J : For the lenis sec x, 25, 43, xi, 2-±; 1/r)-:w'), C.tuer; 11 7. 
1-±, 21, 121 A 2-±, Bull. Corr. Hell6n. 1885, p. 20; -:-2-:') r/.z;;, C.'s mi110r 
inscription. 

40-42. C. regards F1.wzs- as n. Doric gen. from Fijrw, iii, 38 ( F1,rw:-ur;, 
-rwr;, -r1. s-) ; so rf.')cpdi1,r,.as-, with which we mn.y con1pn.re rf.yr/.t~ww (both fen1. , 
Jst (lec1. here, BZ., BB.). a'Jcpui1."·as- ' rould then inchHlc the nec]d[ ces, 
armlets, etc., so important in enrly chys ns shown b.v nrchnic m-t. I hnxe 
supplied u[hr;, under t}Jc supposition that the paragrn,ph refers to iv, 82-
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37. The clothing goes to tbc sons (i ii, 17-28, iY, 38). For x(J.p;;:(u cf. iii, 27, 
Delll. 10-J-0. DcnJO~! hci l C~, e11umerating the property of his fi lt l1 cr, ~ny ._ 
(81 (i ) : ot';_(m, t;;:t;;:i,u. rH xrJ.t h;;:cv,u.rr:IJ. 1.r1.t J. ,"uuiu. 7.fl.t [,u.rl.cw xu.'t l.tlr,,u.o'J ,~..,, 

,tJ."Ij7{JIJ';: cf. Is., ~' ~-);): rl.rtJU'), ll~xius ()' b (l(j";'E;( /)/)(}, S 7 ! ()i: ri.'JrJ,OrJ7i:IJIJ(J. .•• /JJ.t 

i ';;: c;:: )rt. /it ' cu'J :(n c: 1 r-1;') o~l. (rt.'J •. . r, u,u:;::a 'J 70. l>E: u r,o. <pU.'Jc:pr/. ~:.~ . Lys., :3:2, 16, 
32, -~ : r-f;:.~ ,u.i::.~ r/.lf' tl. 'J~ oi)r,[rJ.:.J bc !.,f}.(l.'JTii, T~<; OE lffl.'JE

1
11U'; hol'JW'IIIU'.I .-TU.:.J 

71 ,/J.Ii.:.J : -:- w:.~ rl.'.lr'J,ou. ;;: t;i;I I) :.J ;:c;::pr;.CJ7.o,tJ.hw'.l Ttls n,IJ.rl.<; t i.rl.,t;./3rJ. '.Ic:'l, Dctn. 811. 

-:1:0-6. Cf. I s. n, 17. 
47 . w:.~~:.~: cu'.ls!'J, ~whi'J, Hcsych. Noted al::;o by Zonaras. 

T EXT. · 

VI. 7 Jl( x' o -;rar~lJ olfrr;, niJv rw rr-

arpo( xpr;pd~wv rrap u[eo( I ,u.~ iln)~()()w p~Ds xaraOdJ-

5 g()fJat · If. re (Jt x' aln:o~ rrrJ.a1-:;at 7; drroJ.dxr;, drroDu~()()()w, 
.,, ... _ \\\ ' ' ' "'/ r Cl ' ' ' I ac xa l.rJ. fll)OS rov rrarspa TU. Tw v uxvwv, u.n x aurae rraawv-

10 TW 7; a;ro)rJ.xwvn, fl"f)OS ra r[[ri( ruvwxoc; TUJ.J avDpa drro-

ooOo.c pl)a' hrcarrivaw f1lj0, I un)!) ra rr7.c; flO.rpoc; . a.Z a-
t T!( rrp!.a.t-.o 0 xa-.d.Ostro 0 t !rrtarrivaa.ao (J.}).~1 (J ' lrpa.r-

15 T(J. ]t ~ rdos ra yprJ.ppa.ra E'ri[pa.rra.c, Trl] p[e]v 

/.,01/'·aro. ~d r~J. fJ.U.T[I l 1fli.zv X' hrc T~J. yuva.a(, 0 0' drro-

20 oops:,~o( ·1 xa.ra0ev( 7; i;rc!Ja;rivaa.v~ Tlj) rrpwpivcp 

0 xu.ra.fJepivtp 0 dma;rsv; aa.piv~v omJ.fi xa.raara-

asc xat ri X ' (1}.},, ardaTJ TO l (hJ.oov . UVJ.i 0~ 7r[IOfJfJa p.l; ev-

25 OtXOJ.l J;psv. a.! oi X) 0 O.vritLJoJ.o; aTCopoJ.fJ O.vcp! ro r.p-
1 7 ' ., .. , 1' "t - [ -,' "1 ..... eO( lfJ X O.Vf[!

1
f10/.UVYT!, f1 j"f} "1)/lSJ.i Tf.1.( flU.T {J JO; "fj TU.-

30 ( yuvwxo;, po}.~v 077:'1} X ' eiT[ IdJrf.J.J.v rrr.lp rlj) oc[x ]u.ar1 

'lj Fixaaro lrparrm. AZ cJ.i x ' d!rrofJd.vr; pd.rljp rbva xa.raJ.mo-

vaa, Tov m1.dpa xapupov ljpsv I nvY fJ.arpwhvv, r/. ;rorJoOat o~ pr; 
3 r:; ~ 1 {)' .., , ~ ' I , r " · r .,, [ 
t: D p~os xu.ra. cpsv, w xa f11J Tf1 Tsx

1
vrJ. r:: rrwvsaTJ opopss:; wvrc c; • 

a. Jt' rli n; rV.J.r;. rrl'!wro 7; xa.rrJ.:Ostro, rrJ.. p±v 'l.P~Pa.rr;. err! ro!-

40 C: Tixvot; ~psv, Tlf oe rrptapll iv rp YJ XO.T(J.(hpiv~o ruv rJ.iTOO-

V,tJ.SYOJ.l 7; -.ov l.(J.•a.Oivra 'f(l)) I ocrrh!.av xaraurr7.aw Tr7.~ T-

- " ' ' ' '11 ' . I ' (I 'I ' '\I ' ,. ' ., ' ' 
!f1U.~ Y.O.! T! Y. (J.t. A O..T().O"!j, TO U. 7ri.OOJ.i. W Oc X 0.1./..0.)) O;rU~TJ, TU. T-

VI. J. (rl)r F.-23. araa\1 F., Blass; am!: 1jt C., BZ., BD.--31. FiKaaro F., BB. ; 
Fwiar<J C., BZ., Rlnss.-3G. hmtv~ar;t C.-42. rJm/,~tav C. 

1 Reprinted from vol. I I. Nu. 1 of .T OUI!3AL. 
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TRANSLATION. 

As long as a father lives, no one shal1 purchase any of his prop- Property 

erty from a :-;on, or take it on mortgage; Lut, whatever the son Rigly 

himself may have acquired or obtained by inheritance, he may sell if 
he will: nor shall the father sell or promise the property of his 
<~hildren, whatever they have themselves acquired or succeeded to, 
nor the husband that of his wife, 110r the son that of the mother. 
Aml, if any one should purchase, or take on mortgage, or accept a 
promise, otherwise than as written in these writings, the property 
shall still belong to the mother and the wife, and the one who sold 
or mortgaged or promised shall pay to the one who bought, or 
accepted the mortgage or promise, two-fold, and, if he shall have 
caused any other loss, he shall pay one-fold in addition; but, as 
regar<ls transactions uncler earlier laws, there shall be no ground for 
aetion. Bnt, if the defendant shall contend in eourt, in relation to 
the matter about v,rhich they are disputing, that it does not belong to 
the mother or the wife, the case shall be adjudicated as is proper 
Lwfore the jud~c, as each thing is written. 

If a mother die leaving children, the f:t.ther shall be trustee of the 
mother's property, but he shall not sell or mortgage unless the 
children assent, beillg of age; and, if any one should otherwise pu:·­
ehase or take on mortgage, the property shall belong· to the children ; 
and to the purehaser or mortgagee the seller or mortgagor sbdl pay 
two-f(>IJ the Yalue, an cl, if he shall have caused any other loss, one-fold. 
But, if he wed another wife, the children shall have control of the 
mother's property. 
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BB.-20. i:rrt 7r[> F: tyfarw C. 
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If any one be brought out of misfortune from S(~journ abroad 
(where he hns been) held by force, and one have released him at his 
desjre, he shall be in the power of the one who released him until he 
pay what is proper; but if they do not agree upon the amount, or 
he did not himself request (the other) to release him, the judge shall 
dcci<le according to the pleadings. 

I f a free (?) man going to a free woman shall vved her, the children 
shall be free ; but if the free woman to a slave, the children shall be 
slaves; and if from the same mother free and slave children be born, 
if the mother die and there be property, the free children shall have 
it; but, if free children should not be born of her, her relatives 
shall succeed to the property. 

If a person should purchase a slave from the market-place, and 
should not complete the transaction within 60 clays, in case he shall 
have done any wrong before (the 60 days have expired) or after, 
there shall be ground for action against the one who has acquired him. 

The heiress shall marry the brother of her father, the eldest of 
those living ; and, if there be more heiresses and brothers of the 
fa ther, they shall marry the eldest in succession. But if there be no 
brothers of the father, but sons from his brothers, she shall marry 
the first one from the eldest (brother); and if there be more heiresses 
and sons from brothers, they shall marry the sons of the eldest in 
suecession . The groom-elect (relative to whom she belongs by right) 
shall have one heiress, but not more. As long as the groom-elect is 
too young to marry, or the heiress, a house, if there be one, the 
heiress shall have, but the groom-elect shall receive half of the 
income of all the property. And if the groom-elect be still under 17 
but above puberty, and the heiress also, but he do not wish to marry 
her, all the property shall belong to the heiress, and the income, 
until he marry her. But if he, being of age (above 17), do not 
wish to marry the heiress, now of proper age and willing to marry 
him, the relatives of the heiress shall bring the !nZttt8::: Lu tr1al, H::Jd 

Ransomed 
prisoners. 

JJI iscegenation. 

R esponsibilifJJ 
for the acts 
of a slave. 

Rights and 
Obli,r;ations OJ 

he·iresses. 



32 

I "' ~' ' , ' ( ) / I I ' I ' y 
))(}'!. (].! Oc iW. /[f) orruq;, 'f qpu. Tat, TU. XP1f1U.TO. 7W))T sxovaa-

50 )) u.r X ' ~ ID.Ao~, r<jj srrcodJJ.ovr\\t, o.Z a' 2-~~:cudJJ.cvv flYJ sC'-r;, rr7.c; 

<pU}r7.c; T(VJJ u.t'TdJvroJV ortpl/ xa }.~ orru/d)ac. aZ 3s xo. nu-

VIII 

t hrdfd).J.ovrt -f;v!ovaa flYJ J.11t u~cu!d)ac 1 IJ.vwpoc; ~ 0 hu­

~cU[Jc]wv [xa ]! t'-C1 J~ flsv Jsv 
!i rrarpt.pcvxo:;, arirup ,usv I u] X' 0 dv rro}t rrlp rrarpqHvxo-

)) sxcv x' !ire x' ~v~ dv rif o-rirl'f, rivv o' r'J.J.J.oJv rrl.v -f;piau.v o-

5 wJo.x()vao.v IJ.}.).sv (h:-uc'sdjac rr"J:c; cpu).il::; nvv aZnovnvv 
et , ) - , " -e ~,, .. , , - , ", , ortp.t xu. AJ/ · rJ.IUHJrJ.rt; rJ.t os nvY XP1P.rJ.rwY tt.p. w os fl'l) 

10 shv d~cc ffd.Jiovrcc; ro.! (7Lw) rr\\o.rpsvo.Jxso J.[c e]rparuu, rU. XP­
~lf.O.Tf!. mivr' l;c[ 0)) Jao.v rr7.:; cpujJ.U.c; UiTUec8[a]t ortp.i X(/. i.ft. 
o.i r]€ rile; cpul.[r7.]c; ll-1Tt( hi CO! a[ IT ]u!cv, TCU( XO.(JWTU.v::; 

15 T(k rr"Xc; 7TU.T(Iq{o1Jxw Fs[CJ(rr)w x!u.rr/. [rrl.v sc;uJ.]U.v, 8rc ou (J.)[~ o]~ctJ­

!cv rt( ; xo.Z p.iv Tic; [x' o]rrut{j, d /v ro.c:; rpcdxovru., f; XO. F ~CIT(I)))-

20 rt · o.Z o± p.(1), (J).J.(p orr:u!.E:Ow Brc\\pi xa vuvarac. o.Z (Js xa no.-::po-

c; OOVfO( 7; rJ.3sJ<pUV ITO.T('(,IHV\xoc; i'SV!jTO.c, at' J.ctOVTO( 0'11:-

Uh.JJ <f eowxav, flYJ J. sioc o~culhBw, o.l' X' hrsdxvcvrw, acu.-
25 J.axovao.v uvv XP'Jf!.d.rwJJ ff. e[rpu.rua, [iJ.J.J.]<,I) (ku!s[ fJw rr7.]c; so-

u[I.JD.[c;J · u.i (Je rhva p.Yj s!~, ndJJr' ! e[xJw[a]o.JJ uj) d~:cud))ov[r Jc cku-

30 /.s(}o.c a!' X' i;, u.Z OS f11, ~ er{HJ.Tr\\o.c. J.vYJ(' u.i O.rro()dyoc ITO.'":('({J -

(VXSV dxJJO. xu.ru.}CI[(VY, a.C' /.(/. [J.]~ I orrucifJoJ rr7.:; <pU),r7.( OTC/I.C XO. )..I-

f " I "\\ ' ~ ~ \ 'I ' j I c ) 0 ' UJ..IO.TW, 0.))0.))/.q. 0$ f!.'J' W 0€ Tc XV(!. f-l.'l) iWUiMITO! 0 0./CO U.VWJJ; 
')5 ' ' (j - J. p ')) ' I " , "' ' J. p I)) u OiTU!c . f/.C T~U "'IWIU.M.OVfC ~J.. C crprt:rTW. U.C 0 0 "''ii:COO.M.W)) T-

{;_y Tca:rp<.pivxov OiTuhv f!.YJ ~~c! !r"Jo.tJ.oc; cC'IJ, b. Ds 7mrpcp(vxoc: 

40 ( r " - 2 p I/}. ' 11 r (j 'f " -wpcpo. f.!'l), rt.p c:~ccuu." .ovn o ~:ucs w r;. q-pu.z--rw. rra-.:p(pw-

xov r)' ljpsv, aC' xu. lifl.TYJ,O fi.YJ ~ 1 ri.jiJcJ.soco~ E( uu o.u[nvJ ;ro.rpo~, TlV!J 

us Xl'1 fHh[ W)) ;w ]p-rspov:; l;p.sv r jrl.c; F sp[r ](/.[ (}' Ji(J.[:; rev:;] 'JWT{)(V(J.))( 

VII. 45. ou;ar50im C.-51. ortpt : so C.; Cm;.tt F.-55. brrvi] c:v [~? F .; [ orr ]6(m) 
[er' 7J,31fO" ] cv C. ; piv ] ev BZ., BB. 

VIII. 4. ~;d(v)av C.-D. rr(atrr)aTp . l• .; ratrraTptJt6rcCJt C.-15-1G. t: ••• at rrara ..... 
avorw ..... o ]rrv[cv F.; text C.- 17. nr;? [ b ]rrv£~7 F .; T£r; [ n:' b ] rrv£~7 C.-20, 8~ . viJII(tTat 

F., HZ., BB.; "' iwvvarat C.-21. cYi:ivTor; F .; o6vTor; C., RZ., BB.-38. hru5r:,u6c;w: <.;.-
41. at C.-{! ~ : so C. ; tl1; F . 



33 

the judge shall order him to marry her within two months ; and, if 
he do not marry as is written, she with all the property shall wed 
the next in the succession, if there be another; but, if there be 
none, she may marry any one she wishes, of the tribe, that may 
dem:-tnd her hand. 

And if she, being of age to marry, do not wish to marry the 
groom-elect, or the groom-elect be too young and the heiress do not 
wish to wait, a house, if there be one in the city, the heiress shall 
have, and. whate-rer there is in the house, but, sharing half of the 
remaining property, she may marry another, whomsoever she wish 
of her tribe demanding her hand; aud they shall portion off (the 
half) of the property to the first one. 

If the heiress should have no kinsmen within the limits prescribed, 
holding all the property she may marry any one of the tribe she 
wishes. But, if no one of the tribe desire to marry her, the relatives 
of the heiress shall proclaim throughout tbe tribe "Does no one 
wish to marry her?" and, if ally one will marry her, (it shall he) 
within the 30 days, as they shall have declared; and, if not, she 
shall ·wed another, whomsoever she may be able to. 

If she become an heiress after her father or brother shall have 
given her in mnl'l'iage, in case she do not wish to many the one to 
,rhom they gave her, though he be -vvilliug, if she have borne 
children, sharing (with him) the property as is written, she shall 
wed a.nother of the tribe ; but, if she have no children, with all 
the property she shall marry the groom-elect if there be ouei but, 
if not, as is written. 

In case a hnsbaud should die leaving children to an heiress, if she 
wish, let her wed any one of the tribe she may be able to, but it is 
not compulsory. If the deceased should leave no children, she shall 
marry the groom-elect as is written. If the one to whom it fall s to 
marry the lteiress should not be in the country, and the heiress he cf 
age to marry, she shall wed the (next) in successiuu as is written. 
She shall be an heiress if she have no father, or brother fi·om the 
same father, and the father's relatives shall have control of the work-
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ing of the property, and share half the proceeds, as long as she is 
unmarrjageahle. In case there he no groom-elect while she is unmar­
riageable, the heiress shall have possession of the property and the 
income, and as long as she is unmarriageable she shall be brought up 
by her mother; but, if she have no mother, she shall be brought np 
among her mother's relatives. And if any one should marry an 
heiress, while it is written otherwise ... 

If any one dying leave an heiress, the kinsmen shall either them­
se! ves manage the property or mortgage it among the mother's rela­
tives; and, if they should sell or mortgage it to any other, the sale 
and mortgage shall not be legal; and, if anyone else should purchase 
the property or take a mortgage (on any part) of that of the heiress, 
the property shall belong to the heiress, and the seller or mortgagor 
to the buyer or mortgagee, if he be convicted, shall pay double, and 
if he have done any further liarm, he shall pay an equivalent besides, 
as these writings are written; but, in case of previous transactions, 
there shall not be ground for action. But, if the defendant should 
contend, in relation to the thing about which they are disputing, 
that it does not belong to the heiress, let the judge under oath decide; 
and, if he should gain his case, to the effect that it does not belong 
to the heiress, suit (for ownership) shall be tried, as is proper, accord­
ing as each thing is written. 

If a person should die who has become a surety, or lost a suit, or 
owes a loan, or has defrauded any one, or has entered into an agree­
ment, or another (hold like relations) towards him, the case shall be 
reviewed before the close of the year, and the judge shall decide 
according to the testimony ; if indeed the case be renewed in rela­
tion to a judgment (against the deceased), the judge and the clerk of 
the court, if he be alive and a citizen, and the witnesses who are 

Actions in 
some special 

cases. 
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heirs (shall testify); while in a case of surety, and loans, and fraud, 
and agreement, the heirs shall testify as witnesses; but, if they refuse, 
let the jndgc under oath pass upon their case and declare that (their 
opponents) have judgment against the witnesses in the amount in 
question. If a son should become surety while his father is living, 
he shall be held, himself and the property which he owns. 

If any one have a dispute about a venture at sea, or do not reim­
burse one who has contributed to a venture, shonld witnesses of age 
testify,-3 in a case of 100 statcrs or more, 2 in a case of less do,·vn 
to 10 staters, 1 for still less,-let the judge decide according to the 
testimony; but, if witnesses do not depose, in case the ~ontracting 
party comes, whichever of the two courses the complainant may 
choose, either to make oath of denial, or ... 

A son may give to a mother or a husband to a wife 100 staters or 
less, but not more; if he should give more, his heirs shall have the 
property, (only) paying the money if they wish. 

If any one owing money, or under obligation for damages, or during 
the progress of a suit, should give away anything, unless the rest of 
his property be equal to the obligation, the gift shall be null and void. 

One shall not buy a man while mortgaged until the mortgagor 
release him, nor one in dispute, nor accept him (as a gift), nor 
accept a promise or mortgage upon him; and, if one should do any 
one of these things, it shall be void if 2 witnesses should testify. 

Adoption may take place whence one will; and the declara­
tion shall be made in the market-place, when the citizens are 
gathered, from the stone from which proclamations are made. 
And let the adopter give to his hetai1·eia a victim and a prochoos 

L egctlity of 

G£ 

AdopiilYll 
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of wine. And if he (the adopted) receive all the property and 
there be no legitimate children, he shall fulfil all the divine and 
human obligations of his adoptive father, and receive as is written 
for legi6mate children; but, if he be not willing to do as is 
written, the kinsmen shall have the property. If there be legitimate 
children of the adoptive father, the adopted son shall receive with 
the males just as the females receive from the brothers. But, if there 
be no males, but females, the adopted son shall have an equal share, 
and it shall not be compulsory upon him to pay the obligations of the 
adopter and accept the property which the adopter leaves, for the 
adopted shall succeed to no more (than an equal share \vith the 
daughters). If the adopted son should die without leaving legitimate 
children, the property shall return to the heirs of the adopter. 
If he wish, the adopter may renounce him in the market-place, from 
the stone from which proclamations are made, when the citizens 
are gathered. And he shall deposit ten (?) staters with the court, 
and the clerk of the court shall pay it to the person renounced as a 
parting gift of hospitality. A woman shall not adopt, nor a person 
under puberty. These things slmll (now) be transacted as (the law­
giver) has written these writings, but in previous cases, however one 
hold (property), 'vhether by adoption or from an adopted son, it shall 
still not be void. 

If one take action by seizure against a man before trial, (the Supplementc 

defendant) shall always receive him under his surety. provisio 

"\Vhatever is written for the judge to decide according to witnesses 
or by oath of denial, he shall decide as is written, but touching other 
matters he shall decide under oath accordiug to the pleadings. 

If a person die owi11g money or having a judgment against him, 
if those to whom it belongs to receive the property desire, they can 
pay the damages in behalf of the deceased, and the money to " ·honf 
it is owing, and then have the property; but, if they do not wish to 
do so, the property shall belong to those who h~vP "'~.' 0 ii Lhe suit or 
to those to whom the money is owing, and there shall be no other 
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apKOVTa ofKar; C.; [ro vrr]apKOV BZ.; [o' 0 vrr]apKOV BB.-53. rrporhaprov; so C.; rrpo 

TE:TGpT(JV F. 
XII. 15. VLV(; C.-23. OiT'Tf; so c.; orrr; [ t] F.-30. Ka (vv)vaVTal F., BZ., BB.; K' 

avavriit c. 

COMMENT. 

COLUMN VI. 13. ~Lp{ac<o ~ wrriOc:cru: "lwi,rJS'IIJC .u .. £1 O{,rJ.~'Ioc, Is. 5, 21; 
Dem. 12-±9; Ditt. S. I. G. 63, 40. 

14. lJ.iJ'f ... 'typa:rrac: A clumsy expression indeed (cf. viii, 54; Cauer, 
119,42). 

33. At Athens the property, whether of mother or father deceased, fell 
to the sons as soon as they became of age; until that time it \\"US adminis­
tered by their guardians. Here the father, if living, still retail; control 
of it after they are above 17, unless a stepmother is brought into the family 
(vi, 45), in which case Charondas also put a stigma upon the father (Diod. 
xii, 14). 

46-47. · aucmpo.~{ar;: T~Y TOUTOU fJU,u.cp!pal! ••• fJU'IazOo:r;Oc:'r.r; bl T~ aruz{q. T~ 

'rourou, of Nikostratos ransomed from slavery by Apollodoros, Dem. 1248. 
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loss to the heirs-at-law. The property of the father may be seized 
in behalf of the father, as also the mother's in behalf of the mother. 

If a wife be separated from her hn band, in ea e the judge decide 
upon an oath, let her take the oath of denial within 20 days in the 
presence of the judge: ·whatever he charges let the beginner of the 
suit announce to the woman and the judge and the clerk of the court, 
4 days b fore in the presence of witne. scs ... 

If a son have given property to hi s mother, or a husband to his 
wife, a wa. written before these writings, it hall not be illegal ; 
but, hereafter, g ifts shall be made as here written. 

If heire ses have no oT'phanod-ika.sta·i while they arc unmarriagcable, 
they shall be treated as written. And where, in default of' a groom­
elect or m·phanodikastai, an heiress is brought up by the mother, the 
fath er 's ancl mother's relative· that have been described shall mnnage 
the property and the income as they can best increase them until she 
marry. And she shall marry at 12 years or older. 

The Athenian law was, Tou )ui.Ta,IJi.You b TWY -rroh,IJ.lon d11at .-611 J. uObra, l;r/.y 

p.~ 0.-rr o!Ju'J~u ,o. ).u.-,na, Dcm. 1250. I feel no confidence that the correct 
r eadino- hu yet been recovered herc.-riV, o;roUrJ.~: cf. ri.V.or'JwdrJ. [so C.J-u;r' 
rlvrllixrl~ txiJ ,IJ. ~ ',I()~: u;r' rf.ydrx:r;~ ~ [m(; IJ~I.T,'J.IIU 7.fJ.Ta).ytcpOd~ = Ui7 t) ii.·Hl}'7.Yj~ T!IIV~ 

xarakr;rpOhra., Dei!l· 1V33, 14-16; Od. ~ 557.-f ),oflbw: cf. Sui las, d.Ja.ifJwy · 

bruziuY r'H :.·w7.pri.uc 1l)(/.150YJ rw11 ),rlrw'.i aurou xa( a. lui ),ui.Tal50ac. 

52. rr/.y i7Ayt0UY : TU ;r)i;Oor:; TOU aprupiou, Cauer, 121, c. 36. 
55. The reading here, as given by the copy, is so strange that it is 

impo ible to determine what is meant. Attention is dra"·n by BZ. to 
the contrast between the groom's" going" to the free ' ;roman (vii, 1), and 
the free woman to the slave, as implying a difference of condition depend­
ent on the house maintained or accepted by the free woman ; and the 
Roman law, and examples from the "Syr.-Rom. Rechtsbuch," are cited 
to show a somewhat similar regulation elsewhere. 
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COLUMN VII. 3. Cf.~ ru:rf; np'r.Y lVS' "Arpo(1oy 0.02iY, of marriage, Dem. 873. 
9. ?;6:2',1: Hm. "~, 180: ?!;~',1 · ?!;2ri',lono, H esyeh. 
12. r<~fwwu;;: T<2f(J.'w0ij',lw · rd21w0~Yw, H esych. Plato, Legg. 849. E. 

discountenances all credits, like the Thurians, Stob. n. Nom. 22. Cf. Plato, 
L egg. 936 D. E. [Non lasci passare, C.; ne l'a pas vendu, D.; nicht Ziel 
setz:en hisst, BZ. ; ins Ausland verlmuft, Blnss, BB.] 

16. The law was the same at Athens (though sometimes violated, 
I s. 10, 5). The obligation to marry, however, did not cease with the 
father'::; brothers n,nd sons, but was determined simply by the 1mvs of 
consanguinity, I s. 1, 39, .3, 64, 10, 5 ; Plato, Legg. 924. If the heiress 
was poor, the next of kin could refuse to marry her, but 'nts bound 
to give her a marriage-portion corresponding to his own fortune. 
"Regulations concerning heiresses were an object of chi ef importance in 
the ancient legislations, on account of their anxiety for the mn,intenance 
of famili es, as in that of Androdamas of Rhegium (Arist. Pol. ii. 12, 14), 
and in the code of Solon (Plut. Sol. 20), 'rith which the Chalcidean laws 
of Charondas appear to have agreed in all essential points (Diod. xii, 18) ." 
(Miiller, Dorians, iii, 10, 4; Eng. ed.). Likewise the Spartan and many 
others, Aryan and non-Aryan. In the event of several heiresses, the 
Athenian law gave each an equal share in the property, as our code does, 
and they " ·ere severally mnrried to relatives, the nearest having the first 
choice (Smith, Diet. Antiq., "Epiclerus "). J3nt, if the heiresses were poor 
( O~r2r:;) , only one need be wedded or portioned (Dem. 1068) . 

2:-3 . Zip: Used by Hm. in a series, like T<fl(lrro ~; n 173, ~ 43:)- G; BB. 
27. p.frl ',l : This seems added in consequence of the inadec1uate and clumsy 

expression of the preceding clanse. [A second heiress cannot be married 
by the same person, if the first one has died. C.] 

30. u b !/M).J.wy J~ub : F or this technical expression H eroclotos (vi, 57), 
speaking of Sparta, uses t r:; Tu" [xY{2rw 2zct') ; Pollux (3, 33), u TaU T!/ 
npourjxun, and Andokicles (Myst. 117), of the heiresses, a~ #p··emr o d r:; re 
t,rJ.€ xa'r. A {rqpoy ; cf. ci':-2 xarr/. OrJ(j!'/ ai)rcjj ir(i017~7. 2 '1 c!'Tc wrrl r h or:;, Dem. 1136. 

35-50. The minimum marriageable age (i;f1imu(J.) for the hcires · is 12 
(xii, 32) , for the groom-elect probably 1-± or 15 ( ij f1iw" ), from 1rhich time 
till17 he was called r/.r.r) r~t~"ll· "r:; . During this period he was expected to 
mnrry, uncl if he refused he " ·as depri ,~eel of his share of the income of the 
heiress's estate. But on coming of age (17 , opu,u.cur:; ) , if he still refu sed, 
while she was willing, he was summoned before the judge (as the archon 
at Athens, Dem. lOGS) by the heiress's relatio11s and ordered to marry 
her within two months, a,t the peril of forfeiting all right to her property. 
From t:ltrabo, -±82, it 'rould seem that such early marriages were necessary 
only in the heiress-relationship ; for he says that, after their release from 
the iqO.w, the young men were required to marry; and this age is calcu-
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lated at 27 or 28 (Schoemann, Ant. p. 306). An early age, however, is 
indicated by Strabo for the bride, by his statement that she was not taken 
to the home of the groom until she was competent to manage a household. 
The bride of the Athenian Ischomachos was not yet 15 (Xen. Oik. vii, 5; 
cf. Dem. 814, 857); and from Demosthenes (1009) we have the case of-a 
youth married at 18. 

40. r.fis'r.:;: Though elsewhere rcpb: this is to be compared ·with rcp::I-rur; , 
~rpdrolla (xii, 32); cf. Curt. Et. 472. 

51. cpu)Ji.;;: "The civic body which bore rule in the states of Crete was 
without doubt, here as elsewhere, split up into tribes and subdivisions ot 
tribes ; but on this we have no particular information, except that we 
find the Dorian tribal name Hylleis mentioned in Cydonia (Hesych.)" 
(Schoemann, p. 300). To this scanty evidence should be added the word 
?pcpul.oc (Cauer, 119, 15), which is supplemented by this code (viii, 6, 11, 
13, 26, 32). [Halbherr's collection of inscriptions shows other names of 
tribes; C. on v, 5.] 

CoLUMN VIII. 7. rlrw/Ja:r~Ow ••. l1f1: This supplies the deficiency of the 
expression lJw.l.azti'.IITa'.l preceding. 

9. According to Plato's provision (Legg. 925), "If there be a lack ot 
kinsmen in a family extending to grandchildren of a brother, or to the 
grandchiloren of a grandfather's children, the heiress may choose, with 
the consent of her guardians, any one of the citizens willing to accept her 
hand." Our code is measurably more generous to the heiress than the 
Athenian or the Platonian, as indeed the position of women in general is 
more independent, as it was nt Spartn. Plato, while following the ordi­
nary principles of Greek law in relation to heiresses, is yet fully sensible 
of their oppressiveness and hardship (Legg. 925-6), and acknowledges 
that there will be cases in ·which the parties will refuse to obey, and be 
ready to do anything rather than marry, when there is some bodily or 
mental malacly or defect, especially insanity, in one party or the other. 
H e accordingly provides that such cases may be brought before the 
guardians of the law or the court for adjudication. 

20-29 . ., {J '.I rJ. -:u.c: I connected this with '.IU-u-:rl.~w, iu the sense of "con~ 
sent" (b.ot'JITW'.I fxuuuia., Pht. Legg. 925 A); but the aclj. J.iU'.IrJ.rri!J in C.'s 
minor inscription seems to cbmnnd the sense of "able," ns if for /Ju'.laTull 

( ou'.la.~w). At Athens a daughter without brothers was regarded as an 
heiress (!_~r[xkr;por;), as well during her father's lifetime as after his decease 
(Pollux, 3, 33). In the Gortynian code she is not so, till the death of 
her father, nor then if she have brothers. The text here contemplates 
her having been married off by her father, or after his death by a brother. 
In the first case, she would become heiress at her father's decease if she 
had no brothers, in the second, after the brother's death. In the latter 
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event, at Athens her previous marriage could be dissol vcd directly by 
judicial decision, her hand being demanded in court by the nearest of 
kin, as was often done (Is. 3, 64; Dem. 863, 867) whether there were 
children of the marriage or not. The claimant, however, could forego his 
rights, if he pleased (Is. 10, f5) . Here, on the contrary, it appears that 
the marringe vvus regarded as dissolved by the very fact of her thus 
becoming an heiress, and, if children had been born, it rested wW1 her­
self and husband to remarry, or, if she plensed, she mio·ht wed anyone else 
of the tribe, by surrendering half the property to the husband nml child­
ren-a . provision which again exhibits the humanity of our lawgiver in 
striking contrast even to Plato. 

36-40. Cf. rlironurrinwY o[ hrdJri./J.nt 7(V') zr1rr,IJ.w'.l, Cuuer, 119, 33. Sojourn 
abroad (r1.7roi~'JP·w.) is given in Isaios (2, 12), as a reason why a brother at 
home should be selected for adoption in preference to the absentee. Plato 
would give permission to the heiress to select some Oll C who has gone forth 
to a colony and bring him back, provided she had no kinsmen (Lcgg. 
925). 

42. Plato admits the brother by the same mother among those whom 
the heiress is to wed, if he has no allotment of bnd in the community 
(Legg. 924 E). 

45. ow).avxrh2., : BB. would tnke the subj ect from the foJlowincr clause. 
In any event the moiety that pusses into the hands of the ;ra-:pw r~..,r; goes 
to the groom-elect (vii, 29- 35). 

47. lrl:rrq.: The Dorinns of southern Italy used ~u.rrrra (Alu·ens, ii, p. 
325). [So C., et O?n.]. The parte. here represents the temporal clause 
preceding (cf. Hm. 0 -:1:61 ). 

51. According to Diodoros (xii, 1:'5) the Kntanian lawgiver Charondas 
wrote, that the nearest kinsmen of the father should manage the property 
of orphans, but thnt they should be brought np with the mother 's relatives 
(cf. Diog. Lacrt. Solon, ix; and the old Scotch and French hw). The 
historian praises this regulation highly, becnuse the relatives on the 
mother's side arc not heirs to the property and will therefore not plot 
against the orphans' live~; while the f:.tther's kinsmen arc unable to do 
so, since the orphans are not entrusted to their cnre. On the other hand, 
the property which may fall to them by the death of the orphans they 
will manage with the greater care, in the hope that it may ultimately 
come into their possession. According to the hypothesis of I s. 10, the 
father's brother was the legal guardian of the children of the deceased at 
Athens; cf. Is. 1, 9; Dcm. 814. 

CoLUMN IX. 5. Lysias, as cited by Suidas (Zrr::wv), quoted a Jaw at 
Athens to the effect, that all money belonging to orphans should be vested 
in mortgages, but in no other security. [C.'s reading is opposed to the 
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general principle of the code as enunciated vi, 7-23. \Vhatever may cor­
r ectly snpp1 y the lacun:w here, it cannot be that th e guanlians \You] cl be per­
mitted to sell property furbiudcn to a father. BB. have rightly seen this.] 

18. See Pint. Lt'g!!'. 81-t C., and the iw~c ription from Zelcia, Ditt. S. 
I. G. 113, 18-:.n: T(l M ''" ''-i'·crw/1u:-: fi cprl. ..,· 7i:{J(u.('j'Ou.c ~ }.rJ. ,9c:TY xupiwr; r.:11prl. 

-~t; ;;- r#hws-, IJUJ.rJC7.fl.rJ{TjY fi.IJ"i"cf c:Jyac, iUI.t et'rJ.y cpr!.Yft td) cl(10Wt; b.T"f;fJ.6or; , T~'l 

7 !(1.~'1 a i)--;~y tx--:{'12!'1 'ij(J.WJJT;Y. 

26. b7.o!w:-rl.'l<; ( ix, 8;) ; Blass, BB.) rc1 ievcs this passage of mu ch diffi­

culty. At the best we can do no more than guess at the meaning as :1 

whole. tnuuo,rf.'l~' is refc·rrcJ. to the Hcsychinn gloss, xuTm · bfz upm , 

monC)' for which a pl 'dge is givcn.-~w~o.},<lp.elmr; : defraud; Ionic and 
old. Attic. BZ. 

32-::13. ucx rLrJ-: rls- : Cf. D cm. N d 1r. 40 : :-uu"i"w'l u.l)r~'l l'.rfpr upa u,u.T'I 7'u'l 

--:rl :- c: ;::oi.f.rJJJ.,"X." "~ ;:rt.rlt;~~fW. !.-,u.'lrf.fwJ'I: Tld;:; ,,·o rd, occurr ing in inscripti olls 
from Haliknma&sos, Jasos, etc., 1s described by Aristotle (Pol. vii, 8), as 
the title of the officer llcfore \\'hom nll priYale contracts and the d.ec1:;ions 
of tl1 c courts of law hrtYe to be registert>d, illrli ctments laid, and prelimi­
nary proceedings in a b.mil!it tnken.-;:o}.w:-c: r'J n may refer to the possibility 
of his being abroad at the time of t he case coming up again (cf. o[ b cvd.fJ.uc 

--:aJ'I xrlrifJ.on, Cauer, 11D) [so Blass], or of his having suffered rl.n;,.[a; or, if 
a mere scribe, of hi. being a slave. BLit it may be doubted if any written 
records of the court were actual] y kept ; none seem here implied. \V e 
arc reminded of the Homeric supercaro·o \\'ho " ·as r'l,onw fJ.'~i;!'· w"~, 0 163. 
In the Gortynian inscription, Bull. Cor. H c116n. 188:3, p. 19, the i'· "~rl.t'· w>J 
of the kosnwi is the brother of the eponymous lcosmos. The ordinary 
Greek rflat'-f'.u:m)r.; occurs in the Drerian inscription, Caucr, 121. 

36. rl.-.o F~{;:uwr c : Cf. xi, 11, and Is. 2, 33: (J.IJ7'o uc; 7rapf;ufW! fi.d.prupar;, 

~rh tMJ.£um'l rl.'lrJ./irJ.{'IoC'I (c:lr;( r''P rou-;:wy oi7.c:'iuc); D em. 850 ; Is. 9, 18 ; 

Ai.'ehin. Tim. 71. 
40. :.-!7.~'1: Cf. Ycxr;r;, r1') l'· '"~ ~~w 'ltxr;rJa, Hm. A 5-:1:5. 
•11--:1:3. Is this a pen alty, or a restriction? Gf: iv, 2H-30. 
44. -d,ow = ;;-1'.{(111. G.; cf. z,o£or;, l,(IC:ior;, as riU'It.h!;r; for ()U'It.U;r; (cf. 

r.:J.irJrio,u.ru, pliccu·e) . 
47 . tJ.hr' : p.{ Gra occurs in the Kretan inscription , Cauer , 1~0, 40. and 

the Arlmdian, 457, 30.-Pbto recommends that a transaction in cnses 
of surety, be witnessed by 3 persons if the sum be under 1000 drachma ·, 
five if above (Lcgg. 953) . If contributions to ventures abroad are really 
meant in this passage, the feature which contemplates the possibility of a 
single drachma is truly interesting. 

CoLUMN X. 15-18. Cf. xii, 15.-Jdwn' : The emphatic position seems 
to throw the stress here. The heirs need not pay a legacy above 100 
staters, unless they wish. Plato is more peremptory in the case of the gift 
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of a fixed sum for marringe garments, which, if exceeded, shall be forfeited 
to Hera and Zeus, and a fine of equal amount exacted, Legg. 77 -t D. 

20-24. In the Delphian inscription, Ditt. S. I. G. 462, it is sa id of a 
slnve eman cipated under certain conditions : c:l 02 n:-t ~a)w:~ orlrm 1rodrww 

run l/'iiun' Iwuor;, rl.nl~r; U: (u:;r/. ?rrnn. 

25--28. To make "A ~•twmu:~ subject is contrnry to the spirit of the lan­
guage of the codc.-M;(J.Or.t. !: Cf. e:' re lJ.r/'Ji: r~u- !.m rl.xeo.•~ v::;u.{,IJ.::0'r1:~, Xen. 
Mem. i, 5, 3. Second mortgages were not forbidden at Athens (Dem. 
930), except by special contract (Dem. 92G), nor at Ephesos, Ditt. S. I. 
G. 344, 3 ~1. 

33. Adoption a t Athens could take place from any citizen's family ~ 

though usually co11fincd to relatives, and mlly when the adoptive father 
had no legitimate male children (HypBth. Is. 10), or hacl renounced those 
he had, though he might adopt in his wllJ, the net to take effect in the 
event of his sons dying before they reacllcd their majority, or in the event 
of his having none at all. If he died childless and intestate, the next of 
kin became a quasi adopted child. After taking the adopted son to his 
house, on a certain day, regularly that of the TlwT,r;e1ia (Is. 7, 1::5), he 
brought him before the phmt01·es , offered a snerifice, nncl swore on tlle 
altar that the adopted son wns a.n Attic burgher, and he called his phm­
to 1'e.'J to witness that he adopted him as his son. Enrolment then took 
place in the register of the phratry, as later in that of the demo (nfeier 
and Schocmann, Att. Proc. p. 437; Isaios, prr..~sim) . The adopted son suc­
ceeded to all rights nncl m:;ponsibili t ies of legitimate children, the .<iacrrt 

(Is. 2, 10, 3G-7, -±G), payment of debts, etc. If there were natural sons 
born to the father after ncloption, the adopted receiYcrl an ertu:tl share 
with the son (Is. 6, 6:3). \V ere there dau:rhters of t he family into which 
he was adopted, he 'ms expected to marry one of these, and probably 
adoption could not take place without this proYision (I;:;. 10, 13). If t he 
act took place by will, he might be directed to rece ive only a part of the 
estP-te, ns a third or half ( ef: D ilzaiogenes, Is. :5) . In this caf'e he wns 
prolmbly cornpelled to pay at least hi · .·hare of the father's clrbts (cf. 
D cm. Lakr. 4); if not, tht rnstom 'roulcl be something like tha.t of our 
code where there arc daughters, wh en the acloptcd son " ·as at liberty to 
decline the obligation. According to Greek sentim ents , one would hardly 
expect him to be relieved of the sacm, though they were often costly and 
troublesome. That he could cl ·cl ine these, is not distinctly stntud, though 
it seems implied, in thjs code (x i, 2-3). As here, so at Ath ns, no woman 
or minor could adopt (_Is. 10, 10). 

The first 15 lines of column xi., though published in 18G3, were not 
properly explained till 1878, by Breal (Rev. Arch. xxxvi). There could 
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have been no difficulty with it, if the preceding part had come to light 
at the sume time. 

36. rl:r; ayn{Jcr)oyn: rl."ayopsr)c;c · rl."ocpo}.lcTW, Hesych. 
38. t ,wpd r:-: Dosiadas (Athen. 143) says that all Kretan citizens were 

<1ivi<led into t'wrdw, and these were also called r/.•,~~)f1sTf1, which is the old 
Dorian word for mess-companies (syssitia at Sp~uta, in the historic period). 
Each citizen contributed one-tenth of the produce of his land to his hetai­
?'e ia, and this body made over the total amount of all these contributions 
to the state treasury, or rather to that division of it from "V11hich the 
expenses of the syssitia " ·ere to be defrayed (Schoemann, p. 307). In the 
Drerian inscription, fin es laid on th e kosmoi for the non-performance of 
duty are also to be divided among the heta,iJ1·eiai. Such reguhttions sup­
por t the keen-sighted remark of Hoeck (!{?·eta, iii, p. 126), that th esE> 
heta.1~re ia'i formed dose mess-companits, nt the foundation of which prob­
ably ln.y an earlier tribal division and distiueti on of family (Dnss dieser 
Einrichtung eine friiherc uns unbekannt gebliebene Stammeinthcilung 
und ein Geschleehtcr-U nterschied zum Gruncle lag, wird vvarscheinlich). 
This hecorncs still clearer from the fact that in matters of adoption the 
hetaireia corresponded to th e Athenian phmtria. The frugal supply of 
win e, a small pitcher full, points again to an early period, as the victim 
at Athens \Yns called ,,_s!m (Pollux, 3, 53) . It is true that frugality in 
mcnts and drinks, especially wine (Plat. 1\'Iin. 320), was a characteristic of 
t he Kretnn people ; but at the ordinary meals a bowl of wine was placed 
on the table, and then a sceond, after the meal was over (Athen. 143). 

L}2-3. Oi:H/. .%1/. t ri.Y cf!W;T(',I(f.: Os['IUJ'I XIJ.t (J.~if(IWT:t'll1J'I, l(retan inscription, 
C. I. G. 25.3-1 (new rending from the stone, Oi~w'l x[rJ.t ri.YOpwn['.lw'l, Com­
parctti, :Museo Ital.imlO, i. p. 144) ; fh[wy ;w( ri.~O,nwr:{Yw'l, Cauer, 118. 

CoLUMN XI. 5-G. ").iuc: More than the daughters,- to houses, cattle, 
etc., as a son would ( i1·, 31-43) . [C. conceives the meaning to be " the 
adopted son shall not transmit it further by adoption."] 

10. So at Athens, Dem. 1100. 
11. The Athenian rl.-.ox1eu!;u;, admissible at least in case of legitimate 

sons (Dern. 1006, Plat. Legg. 929; /i.rdr:wrOw, Hdt. i. 59). Repucliat1nn 
of an adopted son was also permitted, even after his 1 11 ~riying a dm~ghter 
of the adoptive father, as seen in the case of L eokrates, Dem. 1029. 

15. I have supplied i'J!xr1. as double the gift of ii, 52, where it is the 
amount presented to the wife when renounced by the husband.­
[am;.rrr1tHm: probably the building on whose walls the code was in­
scribed, DZ.J 

16. ~s'.l{w: This may correspond to the Homeric ;s,~1w'.l, as the gift of 
hospitality presented to the guest at parting, and would thus be an assur­
ance that the repudiation was done in all friendly feeling (cf. Otuer, 
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118, 15: /Jr),u.e'l w'r:o!<; ~hw O.pru,o[w fJ.'lii'l); or it may be rend E~'/cw "in 
propitiation of Zcus X 'nios"; cf. Athen. 1-1:3, f. [C., reading -rU.) xiT2'J[w, 

refers it to a tribunal , ~2'/ IXu'/ /Jwu;-r1r'w'), Pollux, 8, G:Z.J 
20. errw.</'2: For l n,rl.cpOYJ, by ass imi lation, C. 
21. rl.,u.cp(J.')Tu!: Dat. of ri.,IJ.cprJ.'/-:u~-, as <lf!J.'lj6-.:u~', etc. [So also Blnss; and 

Dittcuhcrgcr, H ermes, 188:), p. 517.] 
24. It " ·ill be noti~ccl that the remainder of til e c<Hle is mainly explan­

atory and snpple1nentary to the pn!t:cding, ns if it wm; originally intemlcd 
to stop hei·e, but nd<l it. ional proYisioiJS were found nece:;sary or advisable, 
as in the T\relve Tables at Rollle. 

2.3. h;:IMJ.20u.!: I undcn;t:md tllis ::s supplying a f:tct that seems ttLken 
for granted in i, 2-2i), but is now distindly enju iuc<1, namely, that the 
sl:we, when set at liberty after seizure by the colllplninant, shall be 
received by his muster, who shall be respon::;i ble f(H' hi 111 till the dcci:::ion 
of the j nl1ge ; and, in the cn-:e of the free man, the w;.~ator 'in libertrdem shall 
do likewise, as implied in u ix11n, i, 2-J-. "Toutc pcrsmme qt1i vomha 
trnnsiger a\·ant:jugcment sera toujours rcc;uc a le fitirc," D.; '' L' uomo ehe 
vog:lia. (mumetterc qu:mto re ·lama. chi lo cit:L in giu (liziu) amllletta in 
ogni c:tso prima l1cl proce~so," C.; "Ein cn Mcm;chcn, 1ver ihn wcgfi.ihrt vor 
dem Rechtsstreit, nehlll e lll\111 1mmer ll.ll sich," nz. 

45-53. N otwithstaiHling the expres~ion ru'/rl. r/.')r'II'J~, ( w11tcl1, hmreyer, 
is to be compared " ·lth iii, 41 ), this appc:1rs a. mere supplement to iii, 5-7, 
where the hu baud hns brought suit ::gainst tl1 c ·wife fur l'ceovery of pl'op­
erty claimed to have been wnm;.;fully t:lken . If the jm1gc clecide that 
she mn.y take her oath of cxcul patioll, it shall be don e within brcnty days, 
but -± clays previously the ~ompla iuan t sl1al1 nnnuuncc his c!Uirgcs . [ i'::o 
BZ., Btass; C. aml D. of the woman su ing for divot·ce from hwsband, of 
which \re know so littl e ut Ath~ns .J 

53. -r.:pod-.:al''o'~ : This s ·ems prefi 'rabb to F.':; "I' J -: <::-rtlt ••w'~, although 
singubr. [. ~o C., et om.J Cf. "l'u(jz u.J.wr/./1.'2'/0'; '-t)('r;:: c;/J.-..-:IJ., Dcm. 1076, '75; 

rrt"l-.:p!-:a, Thuk. ii, 34-, Ari::;t. Pol. vi i, 8, 7 (U'21) . If "l'l) b' retained ns a 
sepnrnte preposition, its usage in th i;-; seliSC at ~o early a <late fiuth support 
from Hclt. vii, 130, 1:~ 1:) ; ef. Cancr, 11D, 4-2. 

C OLUMN XII. lG. ~·nlu.T-.:o : Clear ev idence thnt a written code preceded 
the present one, as that of Dra.ko before Holon' ·; alHl like Drako' · it was 
in great part superseded by tltc one we now have, in matters of private 
relations. 

21. cipcpo.·m/Jiw(j-.:rd: One would nntura11y expect this 1rord to he equi­
valent to the di'<f(J.'/!6-:r;.i of Photios: r/./'1.1 b( n/)') (lpcpu.'JrxiiJ'I · t'')rl ,tJ.Y/Jb 

rl. 15!ziiJ'I-:w: or Xe11ophon's o/1Cfa:111cp/,).ru.o:~ (V cctiu·. 2, 7), or the Arc hon 
E1;onyrnos at Athens (Dem. 10/(5). But \rhat J,;iud of a public office 
could Le th:'tt in which n n interregnum during an heiress's minority " ·ould 
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be conceived to exist? It seems to me more likely that these are guar­
dians appointed by the fitther before his death. Plato (Legg. 924 B) 
prescribes that, if a father die intestate, the next of kin, two on the 
father's and two on the mother's side, and one of the friends of the 
deceased, shall have the authority of guardians (cf. 766 C). Or it may 
mean the grandfather, who might be alive during the youth of the 
heiress. [Not public officials; probably appointed by father, C.] 

27. rrd.-.pwa: According to the requirements of the case, this cannot 
mean the father's brother, as elsewhere, but must be some more distant 
relation on the father's side (cf. p.d.Tpwr;; in Pindar and Eur.). [Grand­
father, C.] 

28. Tulir;; 2-rpap.,ubulir;; should refer to viii, 44-52, ix, 1-4. 
30. (J.',!O.liTW: uvr;. U.vumr;;, Hesych. ; hence al!d.w. U.vu(nr;;. au~r;rnr;;, Hesych. 

TU To(;uv zwpwv TU b.dvou rra.Tpipuv u rra.TY;p u ?p.ur;; (as guardian) ~<fUTW6~ Wt 

~ruilpr!Oc Wl bob ocda6{ou U.;wv, Is. 9, 28. 

AUGUSTUS c. MERRIAl\L 


